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Afghans in their protests in
Kabul and provinces are asking for
unfreezing of the country’s assets
frozen by the U.S. for the past 11
months.

The protesters in their inter-
views with The Kabul Times cor-
respondent while asking the U.S.
to unfreeze foreign assets of Af-
ghanistan’s Central Bank said the
U.S. should not keep freezing Af-
ghanistan assets. They said the
U.S. should take an urgent deci-
sion to unfreeze the assets and not
keep the people of Afghanistan in
continued economic crisis any-
more.

“The foreign assets belong to
the people of Afghanistan and
should be released,” said Haris, a
protester in Kabul. He added it
was unacceptable as the U.S. has
frozen foreign assets of Afghani-
stan’s central bank for the past 11
months.

Nagina another Afghan by crit-
icizing the U.S. for freezing Af-
ghanistan assets asked the U.S. to
unfreeze the assets.

“It was a good step the U.S.
withdrew from Afghanistan, but
the country should not keep for-
eign assets of Afghanistan frozen,”
Nagina said, adding that the U.S.
move for not releasing Afghani-
stan assets is unpleasant and bad.
He asked the U.S. to take urgent
decision on releasing of the assets.

According to Nagina, dozens
of the country’s development
projects have been stopped due
to lack of budget. If the U.S. un-
freezes foreign assets of Da Af-
ghanistan bank, the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan (IEA) will re-
sume work on development
projects, which will help people
find employment instead of leav-
ing the country.

Meanwhile, a number of resi-
dents of Khost in a protest have
asked the U.S. to unfreeze the as-
sets of the country.

“We’re asking the U.S. to re-
lease the assets as they belong to
the people of Afghanistan,” said
Jamil, a protester.

In its recent statement, the
U.S. Department of State has said
that U.S. is making effort to un-
freeze part of the foreign assets

Afghanistan’s assets should be
released as soon as possible

of Da Afghanistan bank to help
Afghans get access to the money.
According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of State, debates are under-
way so that Afghanistan’s frozen
assets are released.

A spokesman for the U.S.
Department of State, Ned Price,
said that the U.S. is “urgently
working to address concerns about
the use of the licensed $3.5 billion
in Afghan central bank reserves to
ensure, to see to it, that they ben-
efit the people of Afghanistan.”

“We’re working with Af-
ghans, we’re working with local
partners at the technical level, to
address underlying macroeconom-
ic issues, which will provide, we
believe, necessary stability for the
current humanitarian response to
be more effective, and it will alle-
viate many of the issues that fu-
eled the humanitarian crisis we see
today,” Price told the reporters.
“So these talks are ongoing. As
soon as we have an update, be
happy to let you know.”

On the other hand, the Islam-
ic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA)
says the foreign assets of Da Af-
ghanistan bank are to support the
country’s economy; therefore, it
should be released unconditional-

ly and soon.
“The Afghan assets which are

frozen by the U.S. are the eco-
nomic savings of Afghanistan
which should be given back to the
Afghans as soon as possible. We
are trying to proceed using all
mechanisms to unfreeze the as-
sets,” said Bilal Karimi, deputy
spokesman for the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan.

Afghanistan Central Bank has
not yet commented on the state-
ment of the U.S. Department of
State.

Based on previously reports,
Da Afghanistan Bank ‘central
bank’ has said the $3 billion out
of $4.9 billion of the country’s
frozen assets belong to traders and
investors, causing suspension of
economic operations in the coun-
try.

Earlier, U.S. President Joe
Biden issued an executive order
to move some $7 billion of the
Afghan central bank’s assets fro-
zen in the U.S. banking system to
fund humanitarian relief in Afghan-
istan and compensate victims of
the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks. The
U.S. court has not decided on
Biden’s executive order.

Afghan economists say freez-

ing billions in dollar of Afghani-
stan’s assets by the U.S. has
somehow made Afghanistan eco-
nomic activities suspend. They
say the assets belong to the peo-
ple of Afghanistan and should be
released as soon as possible.

“The U.S. move in connection
with freezing billions of dollars of
Afghanistan assets has put nega-
tive impacts on the ordinary Af-
ghans. Besides, the country’s
move has also affected foreign in-
vestment in Afghanistan,” said
Samim Sarem, an Afghan econo-
mist.

He asked the U.S. to speedily
unfreeze the assets as most of
them belonged to traders and in-
vestors, or the country would face
with further human crisis and in-
crease unemployment in the coun-
try.

It is worth mentioning that
with the re-establishment of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,
seven billion dollars of Afghani-
stan assets were frozen by the
United States, which provoked
domestic and international reac-
tions. Shukria Kohistani

As the summer arrives and
getting the weather warmer, a
number of residents, shopkeep-
ers and owners of manufacturing
companies in the capital Kabul
and some provinces are starting
to complaint about increased load-
shedding of electricity.

This comes as the Da Afghan-
istan Breshna Sherkat (DABS)
says the main reason of the cur-
rent load-shedding of electricity
is the severe drought in the coun-
try. It said that current hydropow-
er dams could not generate more
electricity due to severe drought
in the country.  “No change in
contracts signed for importing
electricity from neighboring coun-
tries. Importing electricity from
the neighboring countries is nor-
mally continuing,” said Hekmat-
ullah Maiwandi, a spokesperson
to Da Afghanistan Breshna Sher-
kat (DABS).

He added that the water level
was so low; therefore, most of
domestic electricity networks
were not operating, which has
caused shortage of electricity.

He said DABS has allocated
most electricity to domestic man-
ufacturing companies and govern-
ment institutions so that problems
of the people got solved.

Pointing to the high price of
electricity and complaints of most
countrymen in this regard, DABS
spokesperson said those having
complaints about the high price

of electricity or any other com-
plaints should contact the com-
pany’s 144 number so that they
could find a way of solution.

Emal Hakim, a shopkeeper in
Kabul city, says foodstuffs are
usually rotten due to hot weather
and electricity load-shedding.

“I lose nearly 2,000 afghani a
day due to continued load-shed-
ding of electricity, while I timely
pay the electricity and municipal-
ity bills,” Email said, asking the
electricity company to schedule
load-shedding of electricity in the
capital and provinces.

Maintaining continued elec-
tricity is considered as one of the

reasons behind the political chal-
lenges, while Afghanistan has un-
precedented resources for produc-
ing power in the country. Invest-
ment on power sector and dams
inside the country might address
the increasing shortage of electric-
ity in the country.

 In recent days, load-shedding
of electricity has raised complaints
of Kabul residents who are most-
ly complaining of continued load-
shedding of electricity, unfair dis-
tribution of electricity in most
parts of the capital kabul and high
price of the electricity.

Samina, a resident of Ahmad
Shah Baba Mena, says continued

Kabul residents complain
about power outages

load-shedding of electricity has
disrupted her regular house-work.

“Each day we have 1 – 2
hours load-shedding of electrici-
ty. With this continued load-shed-
ding, I cannot organize my work,”
Samina said, asking the electricity
company to pay particular atten-
tion to address the continued load-
shedding problems of electricity
in the country.

The country’s only electrici-
ty company ‘DABS’ says the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) is committed to providing
better services to the people and
it will soon address the challenge.

Saida Ahmadi

Although, the Afghan carpet
has a special reputation and pop-
ularity in the world, but unfortu-
nately, due to lack of attention to
this industry, its production has
been on a down trend in the past
few years and its exports abroad
have decreased alarmingly.

If this industry is not paid
attention to, this industry will
vanish.

At the same time, the carpet
industry and producers say: that
60,000 square meters of carpets
are exported to Pakistan every
month, and then the country sells
them with its own logo to world
markets.

Carpet is one of the most im-
portant and ancient industries of
Afghanistan. This industry was
one of the country’s export items
in the years before the civil wars,
and its export was an important
part of the national revenue.

But since ten years, the key
industry of the country has been
declining and the lack of support
for this industry has caused that
the Afghan carpets are now sent
to neighboring countries.

As the carpet is the most im-
portant export product of the
country, and inattention to the
industry and reducing the amount
of its export can cause heavy dam-
age to Afghanistan’s carpet indus-
try family.

Therefore, it is necessary for
the authorities to pay serious at-
tention to the carpet weaving in-
dustry.

One of the carpet sellers in
Kabul city, Qurban Ali says, that
since 90 century, the export of
Afghan carpets was in the first
and second position, but now,
unfortunately, it is in the seventh
and eighth position.

If the government pave the
way for producing quantitative
and qualitative carpet like India
and Pakistan the country’s carpet
industry will grow and finds its
place in the world markets.

Mohammad Ashraf, another
carpet seller, says, Afghani car-
pets are now sold in foreign mar-
kets, including Europe and Amer-
ica, under the brand name of other

Carpet industry
declining in the country

countries, and on the other hand,
the prices inside the country have
been ruined by Turkish and Irani
carpets, the producers cannot af-
ford them. In the market, the com-
petitors and producers are forced
to produce low-quality carpets
with low costs due to the decrease
in the selling price of carpets in
the market, instead of original and
high-quality products that cause
huge costs.

Lack of attention to the car-
pet industry, paves the ground for
opportunists to abuse the abili-
ties and morals of the producers.

In this case, in the future, we
will also witness that the Afghan
weaving carpets sell in the name
and mark of other countries and
other producers to the world mar-

ket.
The cause behind failure of

carpet producers in the country
is the sale of Afghan hand-woven
carpets in the world bazaars, they
are sold under the brands of other
countries.

Carpet is one of the historical
and ancient industries of Afghan-
istan, which has a history of nine
thousand years. Therefore, the
weaving of carpets in Afghanistan
goes back to the civilization of
Aryans.

Afghanistan’s people using
Qaraqul wool for making all kinds
of high-quality carpets and rugs.

 Let’s support this unique in-
dustry of the country.

Masouda Qarizada

How one mobile app is
helping Afghans send aid

(Part II)
They started creating emer-

gency food packages of rice, flour,
cooking oil, tea and lentils, to deal
with the hunger crisis the UN said
could affect 22 million people.
From there, they began selling, at
cost, wood for winter, first-aid
kits, diapers, tents, baby formu-
la, scarves, blankets and tents.

Since they already had a rela-
tionship with more than 400 ven-
dors, they were able to source
many of the materials very quick-
ly.

All of which could be bought
directly through their mobile app
by anyone with a smartphone
anywhere in the world.

Because they were a consum-
er-based startup and were not re-
liant on foreign funding, Aseel did
not have to worry about the aid
cutbacks.

They just needed to make sure
their customers could still use the
app to buy things. So instead of
selling handmade glass from Her-
at or carpets from Faryab, they
created different care packages
customers could buy with their
credit cards anywhere in the
world. Those packages would
then be distributed one by one to
needy families.

Almost a year later, that shift
and a focus on engaging directly
with on-the-ground communities
enabled the team to respond
quickly to the earthquake.

They were on the road to Pa-
ktika’s Gaiyan district, the epi-
centre, by early the next morning.
Unlike many other large interna-

tional organisations, Aseel already
had contacts in Sharana, the capi-
tal of Paktika and Gaiyan and
Orgun, two of the most heavily
affected districts.

 “We are very, very local,”
Aseel’s founder Khalid said by
phone from the United States,
where he has been based for the
last four years. Of the 42 people
currently employed by it, the
majority are based in Afghanistan,
and all are young Afghans.

 ‘Local knowledge’
Khalid says his team’s re-

sponse to the earthquake, getting
in a car and driving nine hours to
the affected districts, is an exam-
ple of how he wants all aid distri-
bution to be handled in Afghani-
stan going forward.

 “Plane-based cash delivery
with bullet-proof vehicles and
trucks, that’s not the way to go
any more.”

Rather than large-scale, high-
profile operations that require se-
curity escorts, layers of bureau-
cratic red tape and flying in staff
from outside countries, Khalid
says Aseel is “relying entirely on
local knowledge” for their opera-
tions.

To do this, they have reached
out to 180 young Afghan volun-
teers across 25 provinces whom
they call “Atalan”, the word for
heroes in Pashto.

 These Atalan go to different
communities to conduct multi-
step surveys and assessments to
identify the most vulnerable in
each community. Each Atalan is

compensated with a phone card,
which helps them to enter the data
on the app and 300 Afghanis ($3)
for every delivery.

To describe the Atalan pro-
cess, Khalid turns to Silicon Val-
ley, saying each Atalan is like an
Uber driver who is given a gig in
their area, “One will go do the ini-
tial survey to see how many peo-
ple are in a house, how many of
them have an income, the condi-
tion of their home and so on, then,
another will go do a follow-up to
verify the initial findings.”

Again, this served them well
in the earthquake response.

“We were able to cut out the
middleman,” said Ihsan Hasaand,
the lead distributor.

Hasaand also led a team of
fewer than 10 people to Paktika.
Being an entirely Afghan team,
including residents of the affected
areas, was also a big advantage
when dealing with Taliban author-
ities who were very receptive to
the Aseel team once they proved
that they were singling out “the
most vulnerable” families that had
lost several people in the earth-
quake.

Khalid said the government,
which is struggling under the
weight of the international sanc-
tions and aid cutbacks, has been
supportive of their efforts spe-
cifically because they have no in-
terest in “lining up 60,000 people
for a distribution.” Instead, Kha-
lid said Aseel wants to focus on
assisting one family at a time.
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