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The 1973 treaty between Af-
ghanistan and Iran states that Kab-
ul will share the water from Hel-
mand River with neighboring coun-
try at the rate of 26 cubic meters
of water per second, or 850 mil-
lion cubic meters per annum. Now
water of the Helmand River will
be shared with Iran based on the

Helmand Water treaty signed be-
tween the two countries nearly 50
years back. Unfortunately, during
the past four decades of war and
continued droughts, the country’s
additional water from Helmand
River to Iran has faced with prob-
lems as sometime Iran used to get
more water from Afghanistan and
sometimes they got little due to
droughts in Afghan side.

During the current year, Af-
ghanistan is facing with unprece-
dented drought; therefore, there
will be little water supply to the

Iran to get water from
Afghanistan based on
Helmand Water Treaty

Iran side. Meanwhile, in recent
cabinet meeting of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA)
chaired by Mullah Mohammad
Hassan Akhund the prime minis-
ter, work on the remaining part of
Kamal Khan and Bakhshabad
dams in Farah province has been
stressed. With the completion and

operation of the dams, more agri-
cultural fields will be irrigated in
western zone.

Earlier, Helmand local offi-
cials had said that the water level
has lowered in Helmand River and
its water flow into Iran should not
be allowed. In the meetings held
recently between delegations from
Afghanistan and Iran, both sides
have agreed that mutual stations
and facilities will be established
on both sides of the Helmand Riv-
er. Besides, the two sides called
for the implementation of the trea-

ty as the problem was within the
area covered by the treaty.

In addition to water issues,
there’s also security issue in areas
bordering Iran.

Deputy spokesperson of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
Bilal Karimi in his recent remarks
has said that Afghan security of-

ficials deployed in areas border-
ing Iran have been instructed to
prevent from any groups’ mobili-
ties if disrupting security in the
area.

Afghanistan wants good rela-
tions with all its neighboring, re-
gional and world countries. It is
worth mentioning that the IEA
wants similar action from its
neighboring countries as neighbor-
ing countries have obligations to-
wards maintaining security in ar-
eas bordering Afghanistan.

Mohammad Daud

As many as seventy Afghan
couples tied nuptial knots in Kab-
ul during a mass wedding ceremo-
ny, on Tuesday as the country is
facing intense financial problem,
after the political changes in mid-
August last year.

Silab Foundation held the
mass wedding program for up to
70 couples who were unable to
arrange their wedding parties in-
dividually due to economic prob-
lems.

Afghanistan is grappling with
serious humanitarian crisis as ac-
cording to the international assess-
ment, the country has now the
highest number of people in emer-
gency food insecurity in the world.

More than 3 million are also
in serious need of assistance, and
approximately 95 percent of the
population having insufficient
food consumption.

The ceremony titled “Easy
Mass Wedding” was arranged for
up to 70 couples from Kabul and
some neighboring provinces with
the cost of up to 1,000,000 Af-
ghani (some 11,400 U.S. dollar),
said Mohammad Idris Rasouli, the
organizer of the program.

70 couples join mass
wedding party in Kabul

“We collected some 6,000 Af-
ghanis (less than 100 U.S. dollar)
from each couple and provided
each of them with 20 types of
household goods including dishes
and other kitchen utensils,” Ra-
souli told media.

The cost, according to the or-
ganizer, was collected from chari-
table individuals who voluntarily
paid for holding the mass wed-
ding.

This is a costly affair to get
married in Afghanistan. Couples
from families unable to bear the
expenses have to register with the
low-cost large-scale marriage.

“We are happy with the mass
wedding as we were unable to mar-
ry for four years.

 It will take at least 1000,000
Afghani, if we marry individual-
ly,” said Pari a new bride who at-
tended the program.

Absolute poverty and unem-
ployment are being witnessed by
the Afghans at an all-time high in
the capital Kabul and other prov-
inces, while drought, conflict, the
COVID-19 outbreak have added
to their woes.

Also, the continuously soar-

ing prices of food items have
emerged as a new challenge for the
people, as in a short span of few-
er than three months, food prices
have almost doubled.

Now, the price of a sack of
flour ranges between 2,800 to
3,000 Afghanis comparing that of
previously sold at 1,400 Afgha-
nis.

The price of fuel and taxi fares
has also surged due to the eco-
nomic crisis, as Husain Akbar one
of the grooms joined the ceremo-
ny said poverty caused him and
his fiancée to wait for up to four
years unmarried. “I thank my
spouse for exercising patience and
dealing with our poverty and des-
tituteness for four years. We will
remain alongside each other and I
hope this culture be popularized
all over the country,” Husain Ak-
bar said. Some 4,000 gusts have
also been invited to take part in
the ceremony, the 10th one recent-
ly held in Kabul this year.

Earlier, the foundation also
held similar ceremonies in Afghan-
istan northern Balkh and south-
ern Ghazni province.

        Saida Ahmadi

“We are happy with the mass wedding as we
were unable to marry for four years. It will take
at least 1000,000 Afghani, if we marry individu-
ally,” said Pari a new bride who attended the
program.

KABUL: A Pakistani delega-
tion negotiated with the authori-
ties of the Islamic Emirate for the
resolution of trade, transit and
transportation issues between the
two countries, a statement from
the ministry said Wednesday.

Coal imports from Afghani-
stan to Pakistan, nighttime oper-
ations of border facilities and
round-the-clock border services
have been discussed between the
country’s deputy minister of
commerce and industry, Qudrat-
ullah Jamal and his Pakistani coun-
terpart during the tree-day dele-
gation’s visit to Kabul.

The delegation was led by
Secretary Commerce Saleh Ahmad
Faruqi and comprised senior offi-
cials of the ministries of power,
interior, commerce and the Feder-
al Board of Revenue and National
Logistics Cell — the state-run lo-
gistic fleet operator, according to
a statement released by the coun-

Afghan-Pak delegations
discuss trade in Kabul

try’s Ministry of Commerce and
Industry the other day.

The acting Minister of Com-
merce and Industry, Nooruddin
Azizi, has earlier said that Kabul
is in talks with the Pakistani dele-
gation that arrived in Kabul on
Monday evening to sign an agree-
ment to facilitate trade, transit and
barter trade between Afghanistan
and Pakistan.

The Pakistani delegation is led
by Commerce Secretary Saleh
Farooqui.

Meanwhile, the Afghanistan
Chamber of Commerce and In-
vestment (ACCI) said that Paki-
stan is trying to extend its trade
with Afghanistan.

“Pakistan is trying to ramp up
imports from Afghanistan. There
are some technical problems in
Wagah, Karachi, Ghulam Khan,
Spin Boldak and Torkham ports
which create hurdles against
trade,” said Khanjan Alokozai, a

member of the ACCI.
Meanwhile, the head of the

Afghanistan Chamber of Agricul-
ture and Livestock (ACAL), Mir-
wais Hajizada, said that the Af-
ghan traders are facing hurdles in
the export of fresh fruits and veg-
etables to Pakistan.

“The exports stopped during
the fruit season. Either their scan-
ners are destroyed or they don’t
scan it,” he said.

Based on available numbers of
the ACCI, Afghanistan exports to
Pakistan exceeded $300 million in
1400 (solar year).

The meeting is a continuation
of an ongoing process of bilateral
engagements between Pakistan
and Afghanistan in the fields of
trade, transit, connectivity and
economic cooperation.

Coal export is the most im-
portant issue for the neighboring
country. But the exports should
be dealt in U.S. dollar not in Paki-

stani rupee, as it would be a loss
for Afghanistan, experts believed.

The Islamic Emirate should
do its best to deal the country’s
coal-rich mines in U.S. dollars as
selling in Pakistani rupee would
be a loss, not a benefit.

Pakistan decided a couple of
days ago to relax trade conditions
with Afghanistan, including bar-
ter trade and transactions in Paki-
stani rupees and wants border fa-
cilities to operate round the clock
to facilitate coal imports from
Afghanistan throughout the night,
a Pakistani Newspaper Dawn
said.

At present, trade facilities at
border points operate only dur-
ing the daytime and most of the
time is consumed in the movement
of people and import of Afghan
fruits and vegetables into Paki-
stan, according to the statement.

Amiri

Nowadays in Afghanistan, the
prices of food and oil have in-
creased dramatically and the hike
in prices has faced people’s nor-
mal live with challenges.

Change in the system, Af-
ghanistan’s foreign border wars

Dramatic prices rise
concerning in Afghanistan

and some other reasons are behind
the increase in the prices.

Since the Islamic Emirate took
power in mid-August last year,
some countries have reduced their
trade deals with Afghanistan.

The country is still in need of

importing goods from the region-
al and world countries in order to
secure its economic issues.

The global economic crisis and
conflicts in Ukraine have also af-
fected the price of food in the
world and Afghanistan markets.

Last year Russia produced 38
million metric tons and Ukraine
22 million metric tons of wheat
and supplied it to the domestic
and global markets, but now the
production and export process of
wheat in these countries faced
harsh challenges due to the ongo-
ing war, according to economic
experts.

On the other hand, Afghani-
stan used to produce nearly one
million metric tons of wheat ev-
ery year, but this year, due to the
drought, the yield has decreased
highly.

In addition, the recent floods
in the country have seriously
damaged agricultural lands, includ-
ing wheat.

According to the figures, Af-
ghanistan needs seven million
metric tons of wheat each year,
half of which must be imported
from abroad, but the floods and
lack of seasonal rains have signif-
icantly reduced the yield com-
pared to previous years.

Meanwhile, 11 million people
of Afghanistan are living under the
poverty line.

Although the international
community has provided assis-
tances to the poor people recent-
ly, but the aids are not enough for
the country where almost half of
the population lives under the
poverty line.

Masouda Qarizada

Gardez, Afghanistan – Over
the last year the Afghan people
have faced a number of upheavals
— the end of the US occupation,
the Taliban’s return to power and
sanctions — and tragedies — a
series of ISIL (ISIS) group bomb-
ings on places of worship and the
Kabul Airport.

 But it was last month’s 5.9-
magnitude earthquake that really
rallied Afghans all over the coun-
try to reach out and help the thou-
sands of victims.

The June 21 earthquake re-
portedly killed at least 1,100 peo-
ple and left more than 1,500 in-
jured in the southeastern provinc-
es of Paktika and Khost.

Those numbers startled Af-
ghans inside and outside the coun-
try and spurred them into action,

How one mobile app is
helping Afghans send aid

as groups of volunteers headed to-
wards the remote districts of
Gaiyan, Spera, Barmal and Orgun.

One of the first ones to set
out from Kabul was the team be-
hind Aseel, a mobile app original-
ly designed to sell Afghan-made
handicrafts to global markets.
Over the last year, they have trans-
formed the app to become an aid
distribution and fundraising plat-
form in response to the sanctions,
banking restrictions and aid cut-
backs that were imposed on Af-
ghanistan after the Taliban re-
turned to power last August.

Initially, they were warned by
other businessmen against going
from pivoting the business but as
a group of young Afghans, the
team behind Aseel felt they had

to do something to help their fel-
low citizens in a time of need.

 “I was told that pivoting a
business model based on such an
urgent situation is going to kill
your company, but I thought to
myself, ‘The whole country is
collapsing,’” Nasrat Khalid, the
founder, told Al Jazeera by phone.

As an Afghan who grew up in
Pakistani refugee camps before
returning to Kabul in 2009, Kha-
lid felt the chance to provide some
aid to the Afghan people was
worth the risk to his business.

The 30-year-old recalls a con-
versation he had at the time with
Aseel’s Kabul-based Technical
Lead, Mohammad Nasir, who
grew up in refugee camps in Paki-
stan during the civil war and Tali-
ban rule of the 1990s.

Nasir told his friend that thou-
sands of Internally Displaced Per-
sons (IDPs) from several north-
ern provinces that had been taken
by the Taliban, were flooding into
the capital.

 This rush of desperate fami-
lies who escaped a Taliban blitz-
krieg in the middle of the night
reminded Nasir of life in the refu-
gee camps across the Durand
Line.

  “It’s not the same Kabul.
We’re losing hope,” he said to
Khalid.

 This spurred Khalid into ac-
tion. He ordered his team in Af-
ghanistan to take the $42,000 they
had in profit and use it to help the
people.
     Desk of Reporter
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