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UNDP has signed a partner-
ship agreement worth $20 million
with the World Bank to support
humanitarian, economic, and so-
cial development initiatives across
all eight regions and 34 provinces
of Afghanistan. This comes as the
citizens of Afghanistan are wor-
ried about the future of Afghani-
stan, facing with drought and eco-
nomic crisis.

In a statement issues in this
regard, UNDP said the new part-
nership will provide tailored ca-
pacity building to non-govern-

ment organizations within their
work environment and support
their Quick Impact Projects.

“Given UNDP’s decades of
experience and expertise in sup-
porting economic revival and frag-
ile communities, the agency will
select 400 non-government orga-
nizations based on their capacity
for swift outreach, engagement,
and project design,” the statement
said.

According to the statement,
the Quick Impact Projects will
aim to enhance access to health,
education, agriculture and food
security and livelihood activities

UNDP, World Bank sign agreement
worth $20m to support Afghanistan

for vulnerable and marginalized
communities, including persons
with disabilities.

Due to the prolonged conflict
in the country, non-government
organizations have played a criti-
cal role in the service delivery of
humanitarian and development
activities in hard-to-reach areas of
Afghanistan.

However, since the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) take-
over in August 2021 and the sub-
sequent departure of major do-
nors, the financial and operation-

al management capacities of the
NGOs have worsened.

“We thank the World Bank for
showing solidarity and support to
the non-government organizations
in Afghanistan and helping them
grow when they need it most,”
said UNDP Deputy Resident
Representative Surayo Buzuruk-
ova. “This project also emphasiz-
es UNDP’s priority in strength-
ening partnerships on the ground
that is indispensable in support-
ing us to respond swiftly and flex-
ibly to the community.”

This is the latest project ap-
proved through World Bank’s

Approach 2.0, an expanded ap-
proach to support the people of
Afghanistan based on the request
of Afghanistan Reconstruction
Trust Fund (ARTF) donors and
the international community.

According to UNDP, the Ap-
proach will guide the provision of
over $1 billion in funds from the
ARTF in the form of recipient-
executed grants to selected Unit-
ed Nations agencies and interna-
tional NGOs.

The initiative is also part of
the UNDP-led, Area-based Ap-

proach for Development Emer-
gency Initiative (ABADEI), a
commitment to support commu-
nity resilience through area-based
integrated programming.

It is worth mentioning that the
strategy aims to sustain essential
services and address basic human
needs for the people of Afghani-
stan in times of crisis by bringing
UN agencies and non-governmen-
tal organizations together to pro-
vide community-level solutions
that complement the urgent hu-
manitarian interventions.

Amiri

Since one month, a number of
Afghan citizens have been infect-
ed with cholera in some provinc-
es of Afghanistan. Unfortunately,
some of them have lost their lives
due to lack of access to health cen-
ters.

Cholera broke out in Zabul,
Ghazni, Kandahar; Helmand, Pa-
ktika and Khost provinces, and
scores of the residents are infect-
ed with the disease.

In a conversation with The
Kabul Times, they said that the
Ministry of Public Health is
obliged to pay serious attention
to the patients and instruct the
related provincial health centers
to treat the patients.

The patients suffering from
severe diarrhea increasing in the
country while our people are liv-
ing in hunger and hot season, the
majority of these families living

New wave of cholera disease
kills scores in some provinces

under tents and they haven’t ac-
cess to clean water and healthy
food, and this disease is increas-
ing in the eastern and southeast-
ern provinces of the country.

Meanwhile, a number of hos-
pitalized patients say that eco-
nomic challenges are the reason
behind the increase of the disease.

The doctors of Antani Hos-
pital in Kabul say as the weather
is warming up and floods are flow-
ing in some provinces of the coun-
try, the number of patients suf-
fering from severe diarrhea has
increased in this hospital.

They called the reason for the
increase of the disease lack of ac-
cess to hygienic water and healthy
food and add that more than a
hundred patients visit this hospi-
tal every day.

Faridullah Omari, a specialist
trainer at Antani Hospital in Kab-

ul, said: “Every day, about 100 to
130 people come to our hospital
with diarrhea, which is covered by
the grace of God, but this number
is both men and women and is in-
creasing.”

The female doctors in this
hospital, expressing their concern
about the increase of this disease,
ask the Ministry of Health to
launch an awareness campaign
among the citizens of the country
to prevent the increase of the dis-
ease. Farideh Qadri, head of the
women’s department of Antani
hospital, said: “On the day of
Arafah, twenty-eight cases were
recorded on the first day of Eid,
thirty-five cases on the third day,
and thirty-seven cases on the
third day, and today So far, twen-
ty incidents have been registered
before the day is half over.

Abdul Basir, a patient, said:

Trade between Afghanistan
and Tajikistan has increased and
reached $40 million during the first
three months of the current year,
Tajik officials said.

The Customs Service Depart-
ment of Tajikistan said that in the
first three months of the current
year, its exports to Afghanistan
have reached to $40 million.

The estimate shows an in-
crease of about $6 million com-
paring the last year in 2021, ac-
cording to the officials.

Tajikistan exports most of its
cement, coal and agricultural prod-
ucts to Afghanistan.

Though, after the return of the
Islamic Emirate to Afghanistan,
relation between the two countries
are not good, but, Tajikistan has
not stopped exporting electricity
to Afghanistan.

During the first half of this
year, Tajikistan has exported elec-
tricity worth $30 million to Af-
ghanistan.

Around 9 million kilowatts of
electricity are exported from
Tajikistan to Afghanistan every
day.

Officials of Tajik Power Com-
pany have also stated that Da
Afghanistan’s Breshna Sherkat
has paid part of the price of the
electricity, it received.

Afghanistan -Tajikistan trade
exchange reaches $40 million

At the beginning of this year,
director of Tajikistan power com-
pany said that the debt of the
Breshna Company from the
Tajikistan Electricity Company
has reached $33 million dollars.

At the same time, experts in
economic affairs believe that in the
current condition, securing good
business relations between Af-
ghanistan and its neighbors was
of particular importance.

The increase in commercial
and economic exchanges means
securing other interactions, in-
cluding political and even securi-
ty issues between the two coun-
tries.

The world largest economic
countries such as China, Germa-
ny and India have taken the lead
in this field and the largest trade
exchanges of these countries are
with their neighbors.

Afghanistan and Tajikistan are
two neighboring countries and the
type of relations and the level of
cooperation between these two
sides can be discussed and inves-
tigated from different aspects.

The level of economic and
commercial cooperation between
Afghanistan and Tajikistan in re-
cent years has witnessed oppor-
tunities and challenges, and one
of the most important points is

how and with which solutions the
challenges could be turned into
opportunities.

At the same time, the Islamic
Emirate is trying to facilitate trade
routes for investors.

The consecutive meetings of
the officials of the Islamic Emir-
ate with the neighboring countries
of Tajikistan and Turkmenistan are
good examples of business oppor-
tunities for them.

The authorities of the Islamic
Emirate are also trying to
strengthen the economy of Af-
ghanistan.

According to experts, time has
now reached for Afghanistan and
its neighboring countries to share
trade with each other more than
in the past, because Afghanistan,
which has come out of a long war,
needs to pave the way for invest-
ment and draw the attention of
investors.

It should be noted that Af-
ghanistan’s trade and economic
relations have always been in a
balanced and appropriate state,
and unlike other neighbors, Tajiki-
stan has never tried to create prob-
lems in trade and transit with Af-
ghanistan, and Afghanistan has
always tried to be a good economic
partner for Tajikistan.

The two countries have in

fact, entered a better stage of com-
mercial activities, since the build-
ing a bridge over the Amu River
connecting the two nations.

Several major energy trans-
missions and commercial projects
have so far been signed between
the two sides. Major projects
such as CASA-1000, expected to
lay a good benefit for the two na-
tions, and countries, are under
construction.

Security is one of the most
important issues for investment
in Afghanistan, a goal, the people
have now reached today.

Investors from the world and
regional countries can now come
and invest in Afghanistan.

Tajikistan is the first north-
ern neighboring country of Af-
ghanistan that wants to increase
its trade with Afghanistan, al-
though the country has not yet
recognized the government of the
Islamic Emirate.

The Islamic Emirate is hoped
to be recognized worldwide and
the people of Afghanistan are
hopeful for securing a purposeful
and good future with all world and
regional nations including its
neighbors, most importantly
Tajikistan with long shared bor-
ders with the country.
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Cholera broke out in Zabul, Ghazni, Kandahar; Helmand, Paktika and Khost
provinces, and scores of the residents are infected with the disease.

“One day before Eid, I drank a
glass of sugarcane juice. The next
morning, I had diarrhea, later, I
took medicine, but it was not help-
ful.”

Afghan citizens ask the relat-
ed institutions to monitor the food
that is being sold on the roadsides
because the majority of our coun-
trymen use mobile carts where
food is sold.

They get full, but they don’t
know how healthy this food is.
They also use unsanitary water,
which causes this disease.

Kabul Municipality, in coor-
dination with the Ministry of
Public Health, should prevent the
sale of unsanitary food in the city,
otherwise, in this hot season, our
people are more likely to suffer
from this disease.

Masouda Qarizada

The Afghan government has
paid 33 million Dollar for the elec-
tricity transmission of Tajikistan,
Mohammad Omar Asozada, Head
of the Electricity Company of
Tajikistan, said in a press confer-
ence late on last week.

Tajikistan currently exports 9
million kilowatts of electricity to
Afghanistan per hour, he said. He
did not make clear the amount of
the electricity debt, but said that
the Afghanistan electricity com-
pany (Da Afghanistan Brishna
Shirkat) will be pay its debts grad-
ually.

In January of this year, Head
of Tajikistan’s National Electrici-
ty Company announced that Af-
ghanistan owes $33 million to his
country for importing electricity.

Meantime, the Afghanistan
Electricity Company (the coun-
try’s Brishna Shirkat) assured to
pay its electricity debt to Tajiki-
stan in February this year.

According to reports, Tajiki-
stan exported electricity to Af-
ghanistan at a total cost of 56.3

Afghanistan pays electricity price
to Tajikistan gradually, officials

million dollars last year, as Af-
ghanistan is in serious need of
imported electricity from Tajiki-
stan.

At the beginning of 2021, the
electricity company of the former
government had signed an agree-
ment with the electricity compa-
ny of Tajikistan, based on which
Tajikistan agreed to export one and
a half billion kilowatts of electric-
ity to Afghanistan.

Tajikistan exports 110 kilo-
watts of electricity to Afghanistan
at the rate of half a cent per kilo-
watt hour through the transmis-
sion lines between the two coun-
tries.

According to the agreement
signed between Tajikistan and
power companies, under the gov-
ernment of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, Tajikistan will ex-
port up to 400 megawatts of elec-
tricity to Afghanistan from May
to September, this year.

The electricity company of
Tajikistan has said that the recent
agreement between the electricity

companies of this country and
Afghanistan was made as a result
of two days of negotiations, and
the Islamic Emirate has pledged
that it will ensure security of
projects and power lines.

Despite the fact that during
both the previous and current gov-
ernments, electricity pylons have
repeatedly been destroyed and
blown up by unknown malicious
groups.

Tajikistan, which has the abil-
ity to produce hydroelectricity,
has said that in 2021, it has ex-
ported $56 million and 300 thou-
sand worth of electricity to Af-
ghanistan.

Under the previous govern-
ment, the country’s main power
supply company (Da Afghanistan
Brishna Shirkat) has always been
dissatisfied with the high ranking
officials for not paying their elec-
tricity bills and they did not pay
the debts of this company for sev-
eral months. Saida Ahmadi


