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Acting Minister of Defense of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) Mawlavi Mohammad
Yaqoob Mujahid in an official visit
to Qatar met with the country’s
high-ranking officials. The Islam-
ic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA)
and ministry of defense have
called the visit as full of achieve-
ment.

Acting minister of defense has
said that during his recent visit to
Qatar, bilateral cooperation in the
field of security and defense has
been discussed with Qatari offi-
cials.

After returning from Qatar,
acting minister of defense in an
interview with the National Tele-
vision of Afghanistan (RTA) said
that bilateral relations between the
two countries, security and de-
fense cooperation and other rele-
vant issues have been discussed
with Qatari officials.

In connection with security
and defense cooperation with
Qatar, acting Minister of Defense,
Mohammad Yaqoob Mujahid has
said that Kabul and Doha are ex-
pected to sign an agreement for
security cooperation. He said that
the agreement would be assessed
by the officials of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan to decide
whether or not it would be signed.

He said there would be a se-
curity pact, based on which the
two countries would cooperate
with each other. It is worth men-
tioning that Qatar is interested in
signing such a pact with Afghani-
stan. If this sign, it will be a good

Afghanistan, Qatar to talk on
signing possible security pact

step towards helping Afghanistan
reach lasting stability.

The recent official visit of the
acting minister of defense to Qa-
tar shows that the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan has now the
capabilities to independently
maintain its relations with other
countries in the world and region.
This visit also shows that Afghan-
istan has reached stability and is
authorized to take decision on
maintaining diplomatic relations
with foreign countries.

Meanwhile, in its recent state-
ment, Afghanistan ministry of
defense has said that soon after

acting minister of defense Maw-
lavi Mohammad Yaqoob Mujahid
arrived in Doha, he met with the
Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani, who was accom-
panied by Qatari Minister of De-
fense Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed
Al-Attiyah.  The statement add-
ed that Mawlavi Yaqoub also met
with Sheikh Mohammed bin
Ahmed Al-Musnad, National Se-
curity Adviser to the Emir of Qa-
tar, Qatari Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani,
and Qatari Chief of Army Staff
Al-Fariq Al-Rakn (Lieutenant

General) Salem Hamad Al-Nabat.
The statement further high-

lighted that the delegation led by
Mawlavi Yaqoob “visited the
Joint Military Operations Center
in Qatar and met with the Com-
mander of the Joint Military Op-
erations Center.” The two sides
discussed bilateral cooperation in
the development of defense and
security ties, said the statement.
It is worth mentioning that Qatar
has good political and cultural re-
lations with Afghanistan. The Is-
lamic Emirate’s political office is
still based in Doha, the capital of
Qatar.  Mohammad Daud

O
ver 60,000 domestic
and foreign tourists
have visited the an-

cient Bamyan province, over the
recent three months, according to
the provincial officials.

The reason behind the increase
has been said to be a sure coun-
trywide security that driven at-
tention from domestic and foreign
visitors to the province.

The people, nowadays, con-
fidently travel to the province and
visit the historical attractions,
particularly the two giant Buddha
statues and Band-e-Amir, in the
province.

Social media and TV channels
regularly cover the recent grow-
ing visits of thousands of tourists
inside and outside the country to
the historically enriched province,
where insecurity was the biggest
challenge for the visitors, nearly
one year ago.

A Kabul resident, Shir Mo-
hammad told The Kabul Times

Bamyan’s tourists
on the rise

that he usually visits the prov-
ince for its historical sites and sce-
nic and recreational areas.

“When it’s hot in the summer,
I come to the province [Bamyan]
to enjoy the fresh weather besides
visiting scores of ancient statues.
This is because of firm security in
the province, after the return of
the Islamic Emirate to the coun-
try.

He said Band-e-Amir and
Band-e-Haybat were the most at-
tractive sites in the province. Doz-
ens of vehicles, every weekends
are parked in Band-e-Amir and the
visitors mostly walk along the
rough and dusty road to the na-
tional park.

“But, the road between Band-
e-Amir and the national park is
yet to be asphalted. It is hugely
dusty and mired with sludge and
mud when it starts raining. It cre-
ates heavy difficulties for the vis-
itors,” he complained.

He asked the organs concerned

of the Islamic Emirate to rebuild
and asphalt the roads extending
to the recreational sites of the
province. Buddha statues are of
most interesting attractions,
which thousands of tourists
around the world have been wait-
ing for security to visit. “The goal
is now reached,” one of the visi-
tors said. Not only from the neigh-
boring provinces, but, people
along with their families, from the
remotest provinces such as Ta-
khar, Baghlan, Herat and other
provinces, also, come to the prov-
ince to visit the beautiful natural
sites and other attractive histori-
cal relics.

The provincial authorities of
the Islamic Emirate have recently
pledged to do more for the prov-
ince, in order to attract more tour-
ists, as security is now ensured
all over the country, particularly
in the province.

Masouda Qarizada

Following a series of cam-
paigns on social media for the
reopening of girls’ schools, au-
thorities said the Islamic Emir-
ate was not against girls’ edu-
cation.

Hundreds of social media
users, including Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram, were
going online posting texts
about girl students above
grade seven and asking the
Islamic Emirate to reopen their
schools all over the country.

They called education the
rights of the Afghan women
and girls and said they should
be paid their rights.

“Why should women go
begging but not going to
schools and getting educat-
ed,” said one of the social me-
dia users who called on the Is-
lamic Emirate to allow girls and
women get their rights.

Another social media user

Islamic Emirate not
against girls’ education

said women can tolerate pov-
erty but not illiteracy. “Preven-
tion of girls from schools caus-
es the country’s future to re-
main in darkness more than
ever,” said Farida who said her
ambition was to become a doc-
tor in the future.

“Illiteracy is idolism and ig-
norance and I don’t want to re-
main ignorant and illiterate. I
call on the Islamic Emirate to
put an end to the girls’ waiting
and allow them to rejoin their
schools,” she said.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Education said that girls’
schools above grade-seven
will remain closed until the next
decision.

One of the officials said re-
opening girls’ schools would
be happen soon after a plan for
the types of their hijab or burqa
is finalized.

“The Islamic Emirate is not

India has reportedly
pledged some 10,000 tons of
wheat for Afghanistan
through the World Food Pro-
gram (WFP) to be distributed
for the recent earthquake-af-
fected people in southern Pak-
tika and Khost provinces of the
country.

The assistance is expected
to arrive in the country,
through the (WFP) as there are
gossips that Pakistan has sto-
len a large amount of wheat,
India donated to Afghanistan
one year ago.

Some Indian media suggest
that Pakistan has stolen a high
amount of wheat, the country
sent to Afghanistan via Paki-
stan.

This is why India has now
planned to send its assistance

India to continue humanitarian
aids to Afghanistan

to Afghanistan via the World
Food Program (WFP) through
the Iranian ground port. India
doesn’t have a shared border
with Afghanistan.

The Pakistan authorities
are yet to react against the al-
legations and the authorities of
the ministry of commerce and
industry was not available for
comment about the assertions.

Economic analysts believe
that Pakistan has political prob-
lems with Afghanistan. So, Pa-
kistan is not ready to easily al-
low aid flow to Afghanistan.

India pledged some 50,000
tons of wheat for Afghanistan,
from which up to 36,000 tons
have been said to arrive in Kab-
ul via the Waga port of Paki-
stani.

It said in recent three

months, up to 3,000 of wheat
have been sent to Afghanistan.

Earlier, Pakistani officials
called for the evacuation of
Indian aid-laden trucks at its
port and reloading them in the
Afghan trucks, an excuse, the
neighboring country was seek-
ing to create problems for Af-
ghanistan.

In the past, Pakistan tried
to create challenges on trade
and transit with Afghanistan,
but it was prevented somewhat
during the previous govern-
ment. Chabahar of Iran and
Aqina of Uzbekistan are the
best alternative transit routes
for the Afghan exports/im-
ports.

Afghan exporters have re-
peatedly complained about Pa-
kistan’s misbehavior on trade

and transit with Afghanistan.
It creates problems for their
exports, while it is the season
for their fresh fruit and vegeta-
ble products.

Fresh fruits and vegetables
spoil while waiting at the two
countries ports.

Also, the Islamic Emirate
prevented wheat trafficking to
Pakistan, but reports said that
the trafficking still continues
from the country’s southwest-
ern provinces to the neighbor-
ing territory. The assistance,
from world countries, particu-
larly, a huge amount of wheat
to Afghanistan, come as the
people of Afghanistan are fac-
ing harsh poverty and hike
prices, particularly, after the
political changes in mid-Au-
gust last year. Amiri

against girls’ education and
their schools will be reopened
soon after the discussion is
ended,” said an official of the
ministry of education adding
the schools would soon be re-
opened after the ministry re-
ceives permission from the
leadership of the Islamic Emir-
ate.

Some officials of the Islam-
ic Emirate said the reason be-
hind girl schools’ closure is
that the related officials were
working on the type of cloth-
ing they have to use while join-
ing their classes.

More than 92,000 of up to
242,000 schoolteachers, com-
prising 38 percent of the total
teachers, are women. Over
2,700,000 girls have registered
with first to seventh grades in
schools this year.

Saida Ahmadi


