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In his recent assertions, Russian envoy for Afghanistan Zamir Kabu-
lov, said that the number of the so-called IS militants has recently risen
in Afghanistan.

Russian Special Envoy for Afghanistan and Director of the Foreign
Ministry’s Second Asian Department Zamir Kabulov has recently briefed
media that the size of the Islamic State terrorist group has reached about
6,000 fighters.

He said that tentatively, the number of militants affiliated with IS or
Deash has approximately reached 6,000 militants.

“If you recall, after the Taliban came to power and their harsh ac-
tions with regards to the IS militants, their number was about over
2,000, so even with a rough guess this is a threefold increase. Before
the Taliban came to power, there had been over 10,000 IS militants,” he
added.

Russia has repeatedly made the claim, but with no proof, as they just
believe in inaccurate reports from some certain spiteful circles against
the Islamic system.

Russian’s Kabulov has stated this based on inaccurate reports, be-
cause Afghanistan is not the country, which was before the return of the
Islamic Emirate to power last year.

Those claiming that Afghanistan has turned into terrorist activities,
are just acting based on false reports or seeking pretexts to reach their
own interests.

The Islamic Emirate allows no militants; either from the so-called IS
or other anti-system groups, to disturb security in the country or use
Afghanistan as their hideouts and its territory against other countries.

This is correct that Afghanistan is facing serious financial problems,
after the U.S. imposed sanctions and froze its assets, but it doesn’t
mean that financial problem is as high as it cannot act against anti-
government militants.

The Islamic Emirate, in cooperation with the people has deteriorated
many hideouts of the militants and has a firm plan to uproot the vicious
phenomenon everywhere in the country.

So, there is a need for the honest cooperation of the international
community, particularly the regional and neighboring countries to coop-
erate with Afghanistan to root out all elements behind insecurity and
instability across the shared borders with the neighboring countries, in-
stead of emboldening false reports.

The Islamic Emirate is committed to all Doha agreements and would
never allow terrorist groups threat other countries from Afghanistan, but
the world, particularly the neighboring and regional countries should
realize the facts of the Afghan society and do not act based on false
reports about the existence of irresponsible armed groups in the coun-
try.

The security and defense forces of the Islamic Emirate of Afghani-
stan are now capable to suppress all elements of insecurity including IS
or any other insurgents and that world should be confident that Afghan-
istan is now a free terrorist country.

No militancy in Afghanistan,
reports inaccurate

The two-day meeting of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion held in Tashkent, the capital
of Uzbekistan, discussed securi-
ty and regional cooperation, as
key parts of the agenda.

Foreign ministers of China,
India, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Rus-
sia, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan who attended the
meeting, provided details about
the importance of regional and glo-
bal issues, ensuring security and
stability in the region, mutual in-
vestment and trade plans.

Afghanistan was also one of
the topics detailed in the ministe-
rial meeting of foreign affairs and
also the member states of the
Shanghai Organization.

Foreign Minister of Pakistan
met with Amir Khan Muttaqi,
Acting Foreign Minister of the
country discussing more trade and
economic cooperation.

The Foreign Minister of Pa-

Security, regional cooperation
discussed at SCO summit

kistan emphasized on his coun-
try’s commitments regarding re-
gional relations and public facili-
ties projects, including the TAPI
project, CASA-1000 and added
that Pakistan has taken steps to
support bilateral interactions with
Afghanistan and facilitate interna-
tional humanitarian aid.

The Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO), with the
massive capacities and opportu-
nities of bilateral cooperation, can
promise a bright future for the
nations of the region through co-
operation and thinking with each
other.

In addition, these abilities
make the organization and its
members persistent to political,
security, economic and cultural
alternatives. One of the powerful
members of Shanghai is the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

China is a powerful country
and in term of strategic issues, it

can be one of the influential part-
ners.

China’s benefit over other
political and economic powers is
that this the country has a high
potential to create a bilateral eco-
nomic relationship. Also, the Rus-
sian Foreign Minister said that
Russia and Uzbekistan are ready
to commence close cooperation
with the caretaker government of
the Islamic Emirate in Afghani-
stan.  Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov said Russia appre-
ciated China’s efforts in this re-
spect. He has held several meet-
ings with Afghanistan’s neighbor-
ing countries, and that they were
taking some steps forward for a
better Afghanistan.

With our Uzbek friends, we
have a close cooperation with the
current leaders of this country re-
garding the need to know the cur-
rent facts in Afghanistan and to
accomplish that. This comes af-

ter the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization came into existence in
1996.

Russia, China, Tajikistan,
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan are
five main participants of this or-
ganization. Uzbekistan in 2001,
it officially became the sixth mem-
ber of this organization. Its char-
ter was approved by member
governments in 2002 in Saint Pe-
tersburg, Russia.

The main purposes of estab-
lishing the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization are mutual trust be-
tween the member states, effec-
tive cooperation, regional peace,
stability and security, and bring-
ing about a new economic and
political system in the world. The
main workers of this organization
are Russia and China, and their
role in the formation of this orga-
nization has been quite transpar-
ent and impartial rest of the coun-
tries. Zarabi


