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Tashkent International Con-
ference on Afghanistan titled ‘Af-
ghanistan: Security and Econom-
ic Development’ was held in Tash-
kent with the participation of Af-
ghanistan delegation led by acting
Minister of Foreign Affairs Maw-
lavi Amir Khan Muttaqi and rep-
resentatives of the U.S., India,
Pakistan, Britain, China, Europe
and a number of international or-
ganizations.

In the conference, the partici-
pants discussed suggestions and
steps in connection with engage-
ment and better interaction of the
world with Afghanistan in various
sectors. Security, economic devel-
opment and regional connectivity
of Afghanistan were considered as
main goals of holding the confer-
ence.

In the conference, acting min-
ister of foreign affairs of the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan Amir
Khan Muttaqi delivered speech
and by pointing to achievements
of the IEA in the past one year
said: “It has been eleven months
since the August 15th political
change, and announcement of a

IEA maintains security, manages to
provide services to all, FM

new government in Afghanistan.
During this short period, our gov-
ernment has had invaluable
achievements.  The new govern-
ment managed to establish securi-
ty, revive the security sector,
maintain government infrastruc-
ture and personnel, continue pro-
viding basic services to citizens,
for the first time ever declare a
national budget purely reliant on
state revenues, uproot corruption
and assure objective inclusivity.”

“We restored Afghan securi-
ty institutes, recruited up to one
hundred thousand youths to the
national army and up to one hun-
dred and eighty thousand to the
national police.

 The firm security is the re-
sult of efforts of the same com-
mitted and professional security
officials and forces,” Muttaqi said,
adding that the IEA has created a
contact group for the return of
former political figures as a num-
ber of former senior and junior
officials of the previous adminis-
tration have returned to the coun-
try.

He said the IEA believed that

Afghanistan was the shared home
of Afghans and all had the right to
a dignified life in their homeland.

In his speech, acting minister
of foreign affairs called on the U.S.
to release Afghanistan assets as
the country’s people were facing
with poverty.

“The fact is that our country
has been devastated by a two-de-
cade conflict and our economic
system crushed under the U.S.
sanctions, combining as the main
drivers of poverty. These actions
have not only hampered foreign
investment and financial transac-
tions, but also impacted govern-
ment activities which purely ben-
efit the general public,” Amir Khan
Muttaqi stressed.

In the conference, acting min-
ister of foreign affairs called on
the world countries to begin offi-
cial engagement with the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan to secure
long-term legitimate bilateral in-
terests. Participation of the Islam-
ic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA)
delegation in Tashkent internation-
al conference was important. Such
conference helps the Afghan dele-

gation to share achievements the
IEA obtained in the past 11
months.

The conference participants
have also considered holding such
meetings on Afghanistan as im-
portant as the new government of
Afghanistan needs continued sup-
port from both regional and world
countries.

It is worth mentioning that the
IEA is fully ready to establish
positive relations with all world
countries in the framework of
mutual respect and legitimate bi-
lateral interests. Besides, the Is-
lamic Emirate also calls on world
countries to fulfill their responsi-
bilities in this regard.

The IEA has repeatedly urged
the United States of America to
unconditionally release all re-
serves of Afghanistan central bank
and lift all economic sanctions on
Afghanistan. This is considered a
fundamental step towards normal-
ization of relations, and this will
have a positive impact on the
mindset of Afghans vis-a-vis
America.

Zarabi

While the west claims it is the real human rights and media freedom
defender in the world, the people of Afghanistan is facing harsh sanctions by
the U.S. and its allies, since the return of the Islamic Emirate to power in
mid-August last year.

We have now security all over the country, under the Islamic system. The
IEA is fighting all kinds of corruption, while it became as popular as had
turned into a culture throughout government’s institutions.

Education is in its place and developing countrywide; apart from girls’
schools above sixth grades, which would soon be reopened, after the final-
ization of the plan which is now under discussion by the related committee.

But, the west, particularly, the U.S. which always claim itself to be the
defender of human rights didn’t spare effort to continue keeping the coun-
try’s asset frozen.

Moreover, it has time and again ask the Islamic Emirate to reopen girls’
schools, an issue relating to the Islamic system itself and a plan which is
under discussion and would be done soon.

In the latest assertions, the U.S. Special Representative for Afghanistan
Thomas West asked the Islamic Emirate to lift ban on girls’ education, and
respect human rights.

This is a clear fact that the west has repeatedly interfered in the internal
affairs of the country and recently banned some social media relating to the
Islamic Emirate-run media, such as Bakhtar News Agency, while the U.S.
representative recently ask the IEA to lift ban on journalists

West pointed to the recently held three-day International Conference on
Afghanistan in Tashkent and wrote on his twitter: “Many colleagues also
raised grave concerns regarding human rights abuses, including restrictions
on journalists and women’s ability to contribute to the country’s economic
growth. We want the IEA to lift ban on girls’ schools and curbs on journal-
ists.”

In fact, none of them remained unimplemented; all are done and efforts
are underway to do all what remained undone, as it is a new system and is on
its way to complete. But, why the west itself continues ban on Afghanistan
assets to remain in place and furthermore it persuades other countries to
follow its plan of not recognizing the Islamic Emirate?

We hope Tashkent international conference to give good results for both
Afghanistan and the participants countries and the ongoing positive engage-
ment could result in full trust between the Islamic Emirate and the world
nations and lead to the recognition of the Islamic system.

The ongoing economic crisis in Afghanistan would end, after the U.S.
was convinced to release sanctions, particularly unfreeze the country’s as-
sets.

We need honest cooperation from the friendly countries, for shaping a
nationwide accepted Islamic system within which a good governance could
be restored and fight on corruption accelerated.

The IEA is committed to manage a country of free terrorist activities and
assures the world, particularly the neighboring countries that Afghanistan’s
territory would never be used against them and no militancy would be al-
lowed to reorganize or threat other nations from the Afghan territory.

Human rights ensured in
Afghanistan; U.S. should lift sanctions

Engagement


