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Pistachio yield has increased
by threefold in northern Saman-
gan province this year, according
to officials for the provincial agri-
culture, irrigation and livestock
department. They say the pista-
chio’s price has also increased in
market comparing to the previous
year.

Abdul Ghafoor Karimi, direc-
tor of natural resources and for-
ests for the agriculture, irrigation
and livestock of Samangan, said
that about 210 tons of pistachio
was harvested this year compar-
ing to last year’s 70 tons.

He said that the pistachio har-
vested from 42,000 hectares for-
est this year showed a significant
increase to almost three folds.
Karimi linked the increase in pis-
tachio yield to appropriate cli-
mate and rains and protection of
the pistachio forests.

He said that the price of pis-
tachio has also increased compar-
ing to last year, adding that 7kg
pistachio was sold 9,200 afghani
this year comparing to last year
as 7kg pistachio was sold by
7,000 afghanis.

He also said that the bulk of
the yield was obtained from the

Samangan pistachio yield
increases by three folds

forests of Rubatak, Qara Soy,
Tykhonak, Hazara Marzai, Gug-
erd and Sandoqcha of the provin-
cial capital, as well as Dasht-e-
Khwaja Momin and Aaq Gunbad
of Hazrat Sultan district and also
from Feroznkhchir district of the
province.

Meanwhile, a number of trad-
ers by expressing happiness over
increasing the pistachio products
in the country. Haji Yousuf, a lo-

cal trader in Aibak, said that the
Samangan pistachio’s quality was
good this year, adding that he pur-
chased 3tons pistachio from the
people collecting pistachio in the
province so far.

Most traders are trying to ex-
port pistachio to foreign countries
through air corridors. The traders
in the country’s north are happy
with products that have been col-
lected recently. M. Daud

KABUL: Acting Minister of
Foreign Affairs Mawlavi Amir
Khan Muttaqi, and Mullah He-
dayatullah Badri, Acting Minis-
ter of Finance, met with Abdul
Aziz Kamelov, Special Envoy of
the Uzbek President for Foreign
Affairs, and Ismatullah Arkashov,
Special Envoy of the President of
Uzbekistan for Afghanistan, min-
istry of foreign affairs said in a
statement. In the meeting, special
representative of the President of
Uzbekistan says, Uzbekistan will
stand by the government and peo-
ple of Afghanistan in internation-
al forums.

Also, both sides discussed
increasing trade and transit be-
tween the two countries.

Abdul Aziz Kamelov, special
envoy of the President of Uzbeki-
stan in foreign affairs, said that
the security and stability in Af-
ghanistan is important for
Uzbekistan and that Afghanistan

Uzbekistan will stand by Afghan
government, people: Envoy

can play an important role in the
economic relations of the region.

He added that political and
commercial relations with Afghan-
istan are important and they will

work to further develop relations.
This country will stand by the
government and people of Afghan-
istan in every international forum.

Kamelov called the participa-

tion of the Afghan delegation in
Tashkent important and called
Mawlavi Amir Khan Muttaqi’s
speeches based on reality.

The Kabul Times

MAZAR-E-SHARIF: At least four commuters have been killed
and ten others sustained injuries in a road accident in northern Balkh
province, the provincial police office confirmed in a statement Sunday.

The accident took place on a road Between Shulgara district and
Mazar-e-Sharif, the provincial capital of Balkh, late on Saturday, when
two head-on corolla cars collided with each other, leaving four passen-
gers, including women and children, dead and ten others wounded, the
statement said. The statement blamed the drivers for recklessness and
the poorly built roads for the deadly accident, in the mountainous
country. On Tuesday, last week, four commuters were killed and eight
others wounded in a similar incident in the country’s western Badghis
province.

According to another report, at least ten people were seriously
wounded, in a traffic accident early morning in the country’s northern
Baghlan province.

Qari Nasir Abedi, the provincial traffic director said the incident
happened early Sunday morning, when two corolla-type cars collided
with each other, leaving ten people including women and children dead.

The wounded, some in critical condition have been taken to the
provincial hospital, according to the source.

Four people have also been killed and three others wounded in the
country’s Zabul province. The Kabul Times

Road crash kills 4, injures
10 in Balkh province

KABUL: Acting Foreign
Minister Mawlavi Amir Khan
Muttaqi, at the sideline of the
Tashkent International Confer-
ence met with his Chinese coun-
terpart Wang Yi, a statement said
the other day.

In the meeting, both sides dis-
cussed Afghan-China relations
and the economic and humanitar-
ian situation in Afghanistan.

Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi praised the new Afghan
government’s efforts in managing
the economic and humanitarian
situation in Afghanistan, calling
IEA’s progress in ensuring securi-
ty considerably.

He also highlighted the over-
all Afghan-China cooperation un-

Tashkent Intl Conference: FM Muttaqi
meets Chinese counterpart

der the economic and humanitari-
an revival mechanism framework,
particularly in trade and agricul-
ture to increase the Afghan agri-
cultural products and reach self-
sufficiency, according to the state-
ment.

The foreign minister also
stressed that with bans on the
production of narcotics, China was
ready to help Afghan farmers find
an alternative livelihood.

Chinese Foreign Minister
pledged that the visa issuance
would begin on August 1st, ac-
cording to the statement.

Minister Muttaqi called the
Tashkent conference helpful and
that the statements by regional
representatives, particularly Chi-

na’s support of Afghanistan.
Muttaqi thanked China for its

assistance to the quack-struck in
Afghanistan, expressing hope that
the progress made within the
economic and humanitarian reviv-
al mechanism would be imple-
mented between the two coun-
tries.

Foreign Minister thanked Chi-
na for the Ariana Afghan Airlines
flights to Urumchi, adding that the
initiative would help increase Af-
ghan exports.

Chinese Foreign Minister
pledged to further enhance bilat-
eral political relations with Af-
ghanistan.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The IEA cabinet
economic meeting was held, with
the Deputy Prime Minister on
Economic Affairs, Mullah Abdul
Ghani Berader on the chair, a
statement from the Deputy PM
said the other day.

Deputy PM Mullah Beradar
chairs economic commission

The economic committee
members discussed different is-
sues, as the IEA Supreme Leader,
Shaikh Hibatullah Akhunzada has
asked the economic committee
members and the related ministries
and administrations for providing

their views about the matter in

order to find an appropriate solu-

tion for the said issues, under their

technical and professional view-

points.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The Interior Minis-
try of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan has denied the allega-
tions that a drone attacked some
areas of the country’s capital Kab-
ul.

Abdul Nafi Takoor, a spokes-
man of the Interior Ministry, said
that a rocket hit an empty resi-
dence in Sherpor area of Kabul
city, adding there were no casual-
ties.

“A rocket hit a house in the
Sherpor area of Kabul this morn-

Interior Ministry
denies drone

attacks in Kabul
ing at around 6:00am in police dis-
trict 10 of the capital, but the
house was empty of residents, so,
no casualties have happened,” he
said.

Some social media users, in-
cluding Rahmatullah Nabil former
National Security Director said on
his Twitter page that it was a U.S.
drone attack on an IS shelter in
Kabul on Sunday morning.

Kabul residents said they
heard multiple blasts in Kabul city.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: At least 18 people
have reportedly died and around
40 others were injured due to
floods in three provinces of the
country, including Ghazni, Kan-
dahar and Herat, according to the
State Ministry for Disaster Man-
agement.

A spokesman for the minis-
try, Mohammad Nasim Haqqani,
stated that in addition to the
deaths caused by the two days of
flooding in three provinces, doz-
ens of homes were also complete-
ly destroyed.

“During the last two days of
flooding, which happened in dif-
ferent provinces of the country,
unfortunately 18 people died, in-
cluding 10 in Ghazni, 6 in Kanda-
har and two people in Herat.
These floods also caused finan-

Flash floods leave 18
deaths in 3 provinces

cial losses to the people,” he said.
According to ministry figures,

10 people died in Ghazni, 6 in
Kandahar, and 2 in Herat prov-
inces.

The Afghanistan Meteorolog-
ical Authority (AMT) warned of
possible rain, thunderstorms with
flash floods, sandstorms and
heavy winds on July 30-31 in
Badakhshan, Kunar, Nuristan,
Laghman, Nangarhar, Kabul,
Ghazni, Zabul, Kandahar, Logar,
Paktia and Paktika.

10-40 mm of rainfall in vari-
ous areas is forecast, and sand-
storms and heavy winds were
forecast in Balkh, Herat, Farah,
Helmand, Kandahar and Nimroz,
with wind speeds 20-90 km/h,
said the meteorological depart-
ment. The Kabul Times

KABUL: The country’s border forces while patrolling, arrested
three human traffickers in the country’s southern Nimroz province, the
other day, the provincial Information and Culture Department report-
ed.

Mullah Mohammad Ebrahim Haji Hewad, the commander of the
3rd Border Police Base in Nimroz said that Wakil Ahmad son of Mo-
hammad Nabi, Gul Ahmad son of Noor Ahmad and Khalil Ahmad son
of Niaz Mohammad have been arrested by the country’s border forces
for the charge of human trafficking, according to the office.

The arrested people have been blamed for trafficking hundreds of
passengers across the country’s border every night.

Haji Hewad, according to the agency, further added that they were
arrested by border guards, after being identified, while trafficking hun-
dreds of passengers.

The Kabul Times

3 human traffickers
arrested in Nimroz


