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KABUL: Deputy to the
Prime Minister of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan, Mawlavi
Abdul Salam Hanafi, met with a
number of Shia scholars here the
other day, his office said in a state-
ment.

Representing others Seyyed
Mohammad Ali Jawid spoke
about some social, cultural, secu-
rity and co-existence issues of
Muslims and asked the officials
of the Islamic Emirate to pay se-

rious attention to ensuring securi-
ty during Muharram, said the
statement.

Deputy Prime Minister
Mawlavi Abdul Salam Hanafi
welcomed Shia scholars to his of-
fice and said the unity and sym-
pathy between the followers of
the religions and sects of the Af-
ghan nation is unique in our home-
land and the enemies of Afghan
nation are trying to create gaps
among the Afghan nation through

fueling insecurity, but the officials
of the Islamic Emirate with the
help of Allah Almighty and the
cooperation of the nation will not
allow anyone to do such things in
the future, according to the state-
ment. PM Hanafi asked Shia
scholars and elders to cooperate
and coordinate with government
authorities to provide better se-
curity and play their positive role
in the development of the coun-
try. The Kabul Times

Deputy PM Hanafi receives Shia scholars

 Kajaki hydropower
dam inaugurated

KABUL: Deputy Prime Min-
ister of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan on economic affairs
Mullah Abdul Ghani Beradar
Akhund, formally inaugurated the
long-delayed Kajaki hydropower
dam in the country’s southern
Helmand province, on Wednesday,
his office said in a statement.

In the opening ceremony,
Mullah Abdul Ghani Beradar
Akhund said, “Foreigners did not
build our country, but destroyed
it, and now we are rebuilding it.
The country will not built on for-
eign aid and charity. We will build
our country with our own prod-
ucts.”

 The Deputy PM for Eco-
nomic Affairs called on the offi-
cials of the Islamic Emirate to ad-
dress the people’s problems and
show greater interest in public af-
fairs. Because this is the nation
that made many sacrifices for the
rule of the Islamic system and
should not be forgotten.

Construction work for the
extension of the dam, was con-
tracted with a Turkish company
at the cost of 147 million U.S.
dollars, according to the acting

“Foreigners did not build our country, but destroyed it, and now we are
rebuilding it. Afghanistan will not be built on foreign aid and charity. We will
build our country with our own products,” Beradar

Minister of Energy and Water,
Mullah Abdul Latif Mansour who
told a gathering held for the inau-
guration ceremony.

The dam, with the capacity
of one billion cubic meters of wa-
ter, is expected to generate up to
100 mgw of electricity for thou-

sands of residents as well as irri-
gate thousands of acres of farm-
lands in Helmand and the neigh-
boring Kandahar provinces, ac-
cording to the official.

A Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) for the extension
of the second phase of the dam

was signed between former Afghan
government’s Minister of Energy
and Water and a Turkish Compa-
ny in early June 2016, but the
project delayed long due to grow-
ing insecurities around the
project.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The acting Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs of the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA), Amir Khan Muttaqi said
that the U.S. imposed sanctions
on Afghanistan have created chal-
lenges and hindered the services
and activities of the Islamic Emir-
ate, a statement from the minis-
try said the other day.

Muttaqi, while speaking at
the Tashkent International Con-
ference held on the Afghanistan
situation, called the decades-long
war and the U.S. sanctions as the
main reasons for the poverty in
Afghanistan.

“The 20-year war affected our
country and our economic system
is under the U.S. economic sanc-
tions. Poverty is one of the main
problems in our country. This ac-
tion has not only prevented the
transaction of money but also di-

U.S. sanctions deterring public
services in Afghanistan: FM Muttaqi

minished the activities of our gov-
ernment which benefits only the
people,” the country’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs said.

He added that the Islamic
Emirate is ready to engage with
the world based on mutual re-
spect, he said warning that a de-
stabilized Afghanistan was harm-
ful for everyone.

The IEA Foreign Minister
called on the U.S. to release Af-
ghanistan’s Central Bank assets
without any conditions and lift
economic sanctions on Afghani-
stan. “This is the main step for
normalization of the relations be-
tween the two sides and this will
have a positive impact on the
minds of the Afghans toward the
U.S.,” Muttaqi assured.

A senior member of the Islam-
ic Emirate, Anas Haqqani, who is
also part of the delegation, said

that the international community
sees the need for engagement with
Afghanistan.

“The world sees engagement
with Afghanistan as a necessity.
So far, many sides said positive
things and we hope to hear good
speeches and see good develop-
ments. The regional countries, in-
cluding China, Russia and some
other countries, have raised their
voices to defend Afghanistan and
have called for the release of Af-
ghan assets,” he said.

Also, speaking at the confer-
ence, the Deputy National Secu-
rity Adviser of Uzbekistan, Ab-
dulaziz Kamilov, stressed the
need for the formation of an in-
clusive government in Afghani-
stan.

“The formation of an inclu-
sive government means inclusion
of all tribes in Afghanistan partic-
ularly women. This can help in
the betterment of the current sit-
uation. We should cooperate with
each other in countering the ter-
rorism in Afghanistan,” he said.

The European Union’s envoy
for Afghanistan, Tomas Niklas-
son tweeted that at the Tashkent
conference he “underlined the se-
rious human rights situation as
reported by UNAMA, including
the rights of women and girls, eth-
nic and sectarian groups - notably
Hazaras and Shias - and media
freedom.” However the Islamic
Emirate has repeatedly said it has
ensured all human rights and re-
spect the rights of all sects and
tribes in the country.

The Kabul Times

KANDAHAR: At least sev-
en children have lost their lives
due to cholera outbreak and 667
others infected with the disease
in less than a week in the south-
ern province of Kandahar, a med-
ical doctor in the province, Mo-
hammad Daud Ayubi said
Wednesday.

“A total of 9, 500 patients
affected with diarrhea have been
taken to the healthcare center,
where 667 of them diagnosed with
cholera disease,” Ayubi asserted.

The official also confirmed
that seven children have died of
the disease over the past couple
of days in the province.

Cholera outbreak has earlier
claimed 20 lives of children in the
neighboring Helmand province,
while hundreds of cases have been
tested positive in Kandahar, Hel-
mand and the neighboring Zabul
as well as thousands of cases of
the disease have been reported
from the northern Jawzjan and
Kunduz provinces.

The Kabul Times

Cholera kills
7, infects 667
in Kandahar

KABUL: Polio is one of the
deadly diseases that threaten the
live of human life, especially chil-
dren and causes permanent paral-
ysis.

Polio not only affects the
family of the paralyzed person
but also causes problems for the
society and the health system of
the country.

There are different types of
polio? The most common polio is
eliminated through oral vaccina-
tion.

The Ministry of Public
Health launched the polio vacci-
nation campaign in the country.

Official of the Ministry of
Public Health say, this campaign
will continue for four days with
the cooperation of international
aid organizations, and more than
six million children under five
years of age will be vaccinated in
28 provinces of the country.

Polio campaign will cover 248
districts of the southern, south-
eastern, northern, northeastern,
western, and central provinces of
the country.

Ministry of Public Health
spokesman Sharafat Zaman said,
six national polio vaccination cam-
paigns have been launched in dif-
ferent provinces through MoPH,
and our current coverage is 74
percent.

Efforts are underway that the
children in every corner of the
country should be vaccinated, he
added.

At the same time, a number
of residents of the capital wel-
comed the start of polio vaccina-
tion campaign and asked for the
launching of the campaign in re-
mote areas of the country.

Kabul residents say, Polio is

Polio vaccination campaign
launched countrywide, official

a dangerous disease, and there
should be more of this vaccine in
the country.

The ministry must take a se-
rious decision, to eliminate the
disease, and must launch aware-
ness campaigns so that people
understand the seriousness of this

vaccine.
According to the health offi-

cials of the ministry, within the
last six months, an incident of
polio has been recorded in Pakti-
ka province, and the virus is sim-
ilar to the polio virus that was seen
in Quetta city, the capital of Bal-

uchistan province, Pakistan.
Dr. Abdurrahman Moral who

works in one of the country’s hos-
pitals says, polio eradication pro-
cess needs a global struggle and
every year a huge amount of mon-
ey is poured into Afghanistan by
countries and aid organizations to
eradicate this disease, it is neces-
sary to manage these aids in a prop-
er way, to eradicate polio from
Afghanistan in the near future.

On the other hand, poliomy-
elitis is a contagious disease that
can spread easily and without geo-
graphical boundaries and make a
person permanently paralyzed,
he said adding the international
community for immunity of their
citizens trying to prevent the re-
infection of this disease in their
residency.

Masouda Qarizada

KABUL: Presided over by the Prime Minister of the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan, Mullah Mohammad Hassan Akhund, the cabinet
meeting was held on Wednesday, a statement from the General Direc-
torate of the Islamic Emirate Administrative Affairs said.

In the meeting, a delegation headed by director of Afghanistan Na-
tional Statistic and Information Authority, acting Minister of Urban
Developments and Lands, representatives of the Ministries of Foreign
Affairs, Justices and Intelligence Directorate were tasked to develop a
plan for the distribution of National Identity Cards for the Afghans
living abroad and share it to the next meeting. A delegation was also
tasked to investigate the Kabul Municipality’s problems and present
their reports to the coming meeting. In the meeting, decision was made
that the administrative commission should review the Islamic Emirate’s
officials recruitment and dismissal in accordance with the law and share
their views in the next cabinet meeting. The Kabul Times

Cabinet discusses distribution
of IDs for Afghans abroad

KABUL: The volume of Af-
ghanistan exports has exceeded
400 million U.S. dollars in the first
three months of solar year 1401
in Persian calendar commenced
from March 21, Chamber of Com-
merce and Investment said the
other day.

Mohammad Yonus Mohm-
mand the chairman of Afghanistan
Chamber of Commerce and In-
vestment (ACCI) said that the
country exported nearly 19,000
tons of fresh fruits and about 1.8
million worth more than 400 mil-
lion U.S. dollars over the period.

Afghanistan exports exceed 400 Mln
U.S. dollars in three months
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