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‘Heavy’ damage to Damascus airport
confirmed after Israeli attack

Syria state media has con-
firmed that Damascus Internation-
al Airport has suffered major dam-
age – including to runways – fol-
lowing an Israeli missile attack.

The Syrian transport minis-
try said in a statement on Satur-
day that runways remained out
of service at the capital’s airport
following the attack on Friday, the
state-run Syrian Arab News Agen-
cy (SANA) reported.

“Landing and departing flights
were suspended today till further
notification as a result of the Is-

raeli aggression, since it caused
heavy damages to the airstrips in
several localities and to the navi-
gation lights in addition to the
damages [that] occurred in the air-
port lobby,” SANA quoted from
a ministry statement.

The ministry said that flights
are expected to resume “in corpo-
ration with air carriers” as soon as
repair work is concluded, SANA
reported.

The airport was targeted by a
volley of missiles fired from the
Israeli-occupied Golan Heights at

approximately 4:20am local time
(01:20 GMT) on Friday, state
media reported.

Israel has carried out hundreds
of air raids against its neighbour
since war broke out in Syria in
2011, targeting government troops
as well as allied Iran-backed forc-
es and fighters from Lebanon’s
Shia group Hezbollah.

While Israel rarely comments
on individual attacks, it has ac-
knowledged carrying out hundreds
in Syria that it has said are neces-
sary to prevent regional rival Iran

from gaining a foothold on its door-
step.

Rarely have such attacks
caused major flight disruptions.

The transport ministry state-
ment was the first to describe the
extent of damage from Friday’s air
raid.

“Civil aviation and national
companies are working … to re-
pair the sizeable damage at the air-
port,” the ministry said, adding
that a terminal building was also
hit.

Aljazeera

Tanzania signs natural gas deal
with Equinor and Shell

Tanzania has signed a frame-
work agreement with Norway’s
Equinor and Britain’s Shell that
will bring them closer to starting
construction on a $30bn project
to export liquefied natural gas
(LNG).

The deal announced on Satur-
day foresees a final investment
decision by 2025, and a start of
operations by 2029-2030 at a liq-
uefied natural gas plant to be built
in Tanzania’s southern coastal
town of Lindi.

“We have never reached this
stage of natural gas development
in the history of our country,”
Energy Minister January Maka-
mba said during the signing cere-
mony in the capital Dodoma.

“This project will significant-
ly change our economy,” Maka-

mba said. “Tanzania’s geographi-
cal positioning makes it easy to
transport the natural gas to other
countries, especially Asian (ones),
which are looking for new sourc-
es of energy.” Tanzania’s Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan, also

present, welcomed the prelimi-
nary agreement.

“We have reached a good
stage of discussions about the
LNG project, but much work is
still waiting for us to talk and make
it competitive,” she said.

Plans for the LNG plant had
stalled for several years under her
predecessor John Magufuli, and
she re-launched efforts after be-
coming head of state last year.

Equinor country manager for
Tanzania, Unni Fjaer, said the deal
has been long in the making.

“We had many stops but
through [the] resolve of the gov-
ernment, we kept engaging, dis-
cussions and we believe Tanzani-
an gas presents a huge opportuni-
ty,” she said. Along with United
States firm ExxonMobil, Equinor
is exploiting a block, some 100
kilometres (60 miles) off the coast
of Lindi, where it says it has found
20 trillion cubic feet (566 billion
cubic metres) of natural gas.

Shell, together with Ophir
Energy and Pavilion Energy, says
it has discovered 16 trillion cubic
feet (453 billion cubic metres) of
gas in two other offshore blocks
in the same area.

Aljazeera

China warns Taiwan

independence would trigger war
China has warned the US that

any attempt to make Taiwan in-
dependent from China will trigger
military action by Beijing's forc-
es.

Chinese Defence Minister Wei
Fenghe met his US counterpart
Lloyd Austin on the sidelines of
an Asian security summit in Sin-
gapore.

Splitting Taiwan from China
would leave the Chinese military
with no choice but to "fight at any
cost", Mr Wei said.

Mr Austin later called Chi-
nese military activity "provoca-
tive, destabilising".

He said there were record
numbers of Chinese aircraft fly-
ing near the island on a near-daily
basis, which "undermine peace
and stability in the region".

China views self-ruled Taiwan

as an integral part of China's terri-
tory, a stance that prompted Mr
Wei to condemn US arms sales to
Taiwan.

A spokesman quoted him as
saying: "If anyone dares to split
Taiwan from China, the Chinese
People's Liberation Army (PLA)
will have no choice but fight at
any cost and crush any attempt
of 'Taiwan independence' and safe-
guard national sovereignty and
territorial integrity."

Mr Austin said the US was
committed to maintaining the sta-
tus quo - recognising Beijing as
the sole government of China and
opposing Taiwanese indepen-
dence.

He insisted there must be no
attempt to resolve tensions
through force.

It was the first meeting of the

US and Chinese defence chiefs and
lasted nearly an hour, at the
Shangri-La Dialogue security sum-
mit.

Mr Wei said the talks "went
smoothly", and both sides de-
scribed them as cordial.

Mr Austin spoke of the im-
portance of maintaining fully
open lines of communications with
China's military, to avoid any mis-
understanding.

In late May Taiwan said it had
deployed fighter jets to warn off
30 warplanes sent by China into
its air defence zone. The incident
marked the biggest Chinese incur-
sion since January.

The incident involved 22 Tai-
wanese fighters, as well as elec-
tronic warfare, early warning and
anti-submarine aircraft, Taiwan's
defence ministry said. BBC

Early signs that
Covid may be
rising in parts

of the UK
There are early signs of a pos-

sible increase in the number of
people testing positive for Covid
in England and Northern Ireland,
officials from the Office for Na-
tional Statistics say.

Their report suggests the
small rise is likely to be driven by
the BA.4 and BA.5 variants of
Omicron.

Studies show these variants
may be able to spread slightly
more easily than "older" Omicron
variants.

The latest estimates suggest
around 990,000 people in the UK
have Covid.

That is about 1.5% of the
population (roughly one in 65
people) - up from about one in 70
the week before.

France votes in
parliamentary election

amid left surge

French voters are casting
their ballot in the first round of
parliamentary elections, as
President Emmanuel Macron
seeks to secure his majority
amid a resurgent left-wing co-
alition.

Polling stations opened at
8am (06:00 GMT) on Sunday,
after voters in overseas terri-
tories cast ballots earlier in the
weekend. About 48 million cit-
izens are eligible to vote.

Elections for the 577 seats
in the lower house National
Assembly are a two-round pro-
cess. More than 6,000 candi-
dates, ranging in age from 18
to 92, are running to win seats

in the National Assembly in the
first round of the election.
Those who receive the most
votes will advance to the deci-
sive second round on June 19.

Following Macron’s reelec-
tion in May, his centrist coali-
tion is seeking an absolute
majority that would enable it
to implement his campaign
promises, which include tax
cuts and raising the retirement
age from 62 to 65.

The latest opinion polls
suggest Macron and his allies
may have trouble winning over
half of the parliamentary seats.
A government with a large, but
not absolute majority would

still be able to rule, but only by
bargaining with legislators.

The main opposition force
appears to be a newly-created
coalition made up of leftists,
greens and communists led by
hard-left figure Jean-Luc Mé-
lenchon.

Mélenchon urged voters
to give his coalition a majority
and thereby force Macron to
name him as prime minister,
which would prompt a situa-
tion called “cohabitation.”

The leftists’ platform in-
cludes a significant minimum
wage increase, lowering the
retirement age to 60 and lock-
ing in energy prices.

Though Mélenchon’s coa-
lition could win more than 200
seats, current projections give
the left little chance of winning
a majority. Macron and his al-
lies are expected to win between
260 and 320 seats, according
to the latest polls.

The French far-right, led by
Marine Le Pen, is expected to
win at least 15 seats, allowing
it to form a parliamentary group
and gain greater powers at the
assembly. The parliamentary
election is traditionally a diffi-
cult race for far-right candi-
dates, as rivals tend to step
aside in the second round to
improve the chances of anoth-
er contender. Le Pen’s Nation-
al Rally hopes to do better than
five years ago, when it won
eight seats.


