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N Korea fires eight missiles as S
Korea, US wrap up naval drills

North Korea has test-fired
eight short-range ballistic missiles
towards the sea off its east coast,
a day after South Korea and the
United States wrapped up naval
drills in the Philippine Sea.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said the missiles were fired
from the Sunan area of the North
Korean capital, Pyongyang, on
Sunday.

Japan’s government also re-
ported that the North had
launched a suspected ballistic mis-
sile.

The launch was North Ko-

rea’s 18th round of missile tests
in 2022 alone – a streak that has
included the country’s first dem-
onstrations of intercontinental
ballistic missiles in nearly five
years.

South Korean and US officials
say there are signs that North
Korea is also pressing ahead with
preparations at its nuclear testing
ground in the northeastern town
of Punggye-ri. The North’s next
nuclear test would be its seventh
since 2006 and the first since it
claimed to have detonated a ther-
monuclear bomb to fit on its

ICBMs in September 2017.
Amid Pyongyang’s growing

weapons capabilities, South Ko-
rean President Yoon Suk-yeol,
who took office on May 10, has
agreed with US President Joe
Biden to increase bilateral military
drills to deter North Korea.

On Saturday, South Korean
and US ships concluded three
days of drills in international wa-
ters off the Japanese island of
Okinawa, including air defence,
anti-ship, anti-submarine, and
maritime interdiction operations,
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of

Staff said.
The exercises included the

USS Ronald Reagan, a 100,000-
ton nuclear-powered aircraft car-
rier, among other major warships.
The combined drills were their
first involving an aircraft carrier
since November 2017.

North Korea has criticised
previous joint drills as an exam-
ple of Washington’s continued
“hostile policies” towards Py-
ongyang, despite its talk of diplo-
macy.

Sunday’s missile launch also
followed a visit to Seoul by the
US envoy on North Korean af-
fairs, US Special Representative
Sung Kim, who departed on Sat-
urday. He met his South Korean
and Japanese counterparts Kim
Gunn and Takehiro Funakoshi on
Friday to prepare for “all contin-
gencies” amid signs of a nuclear
test. Washington has made very
clear to Pyongyang that it is open
to diplomacy, Kim said during the
visit, noting that he was willing to
discuss items of interest to Py-
ongyang, such as sanctions relief.

Last week, the US called for
more United Nations sanctions on
North Korea over its ballistic mis-
sile launches, but China and Rus-
sia vetoed the suggestion, public-
ly splitting the UN Security
Council on North Korea for the
first time since it started punish-
ing it in 2006, when North Korea
conducted its first nuclear test.

Aljazeera

Australia says a Chinese fighter

jet intercepted its plane in May

Australia’s defence depart-
ment says a Chinese fighter jet
“dangerously” intercepted an
Australian military surveillance
plane in the South China Sea re-
gion in May.

In a statement on Sunday, the
defence department said the Roy-
al Australian Air Force (RAAF)
P-8 maritime surveillance aircraft
was intercepted by a Chinese J-

16 fighter during “routine mari-
time surveillance activity” in in-
ternational airspace in the region
on May 26.

“The intercept resulted in a
dangerous manoeuvre which
posed a safety threat to the P-8
aircraft and its crew,” it said.

Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese told reporters in Perth that
his government had expressed

concerns to China “through ap-
propriate channels”.

There was no immediate com-
ment from China’s embassy in
Australia.

The report came days after the
Canadian military accused Chinese
warplanes of harassing its pilots
during United Nations sanctions
patrols along the border with
North Korea to monitor evasions.
Beijing has yet to comment on the
Canadian allegations.

Australian Defence Minister
Richard Marles told ABC televi-
sion that during the May 26 inci-
dent over the South China Sea, the
Chinese jet had flown very close
in front of the RAAF aircraft.

It released a “bundle of chaff”
containing small pieces of alumin-
ium that were ingested into the
Australian aircraft’s engine, he
said.

“Quite obviously this is very
dangerous,” he said.

Australia has previously
joined the United States in stating
that China’s claims around con-
tested islands in the South China
Sea do not comply with interna-
tional law.

The Australian defence de-
partment said it had undertaken
maritime surveillance in the region
for decades and “does so in accor-
dance with international law, ex-
ercising the right to freedom of
navigation and overflight in inter-
national waters and airspace”.

Relations between Australia
and China, who are major trading
partners, have been strained re-
cently over growing Chinese in-
fluence in the Pacific after China
sought a regional security deal
with Pacific Island nations.

Also in May, a Chinese intel-
ligence ship was tracked off Aus-
tralia’s west coast within 50 nau-
tical miles of a sensitive defence
facility, which is used by Austra-
lian, US, and allied submarines.

Aljazeera

State-owned Saudi Arabian
Airlines (Saudia) ranked as the
fastest growing airline in the Mid-
dle East, the company said in a
statement on Saturday.

The Kingdom’s national flag
carrier has grown by 13.1% and
was rated with an ‘A’ brand rating
by Brand Finance, a brand valua-
tion consultancy that recently
published its annual report which
ranks the top 50 airlines world-
wide.

Besides calculating brand val-
ue, Brand Finance “also deter-
mines the relative strength of
brands through a balanced score-
card of metrics evaluating market-
ing investment, stakeholder equi-
ty and business performance.”

The recent achievement re-
flects Saudia’ success in brand
performance, the company said,
attributing this “to the overall
growth in its route network; ex-
pansion to new markets; growth
in passenger numbers, and en-
hancements in the onboard prod-
uct, lounges and guest services.”

“The airline’s brand is sym-
bolic of the brand of the nation.
With the tourism ecosystem flour-
ishing and the number of visitors
at an exceptional all-time high lev-
el, Saudia is well-positioned to
continue accelerating as the wings
of the country’s Vision 2030,”
Chief Marketing Officer Khaled
Tash said.

The Kingdom intends to in-

crease the number of tourists to
100 million and the number of re-
ligious visitors to 30 million a year
by 2030, as part of Vision 2030.

Saudia added that its fleet con-
sists of nearly 150 “narrow and
widebody Airbus and Boeing air-
craft, operating to more than 100
destinations."

Last month, Abdulaziz bin
Abdullah al-Duailej, head of the
General Authority of Civil Avia-
tion (GACA), told Al Arabiya that
GACA plans to boost airports’
capacity to handle 330 million
passengers by 2030.

GACA also aims to increase
the number of destinations offered
from the Kingdom’s airports from
100 to 250 by 2030. Alarabiya

Moscow
expects big

jump in profits
from energy

exports in 2022
Russian Foreign Minister

Sergey Lavrov on Saturday said
Western sanctions would have no
effect on the country’s oil ex-
ports and predicted a big jump
in profits from energy shipments
this year.

“Considering the price level
that has been established as a re-
sult of the West’s policies, we
have suffered no budgetary loss-
es,” the foreign ministry quoted
him as telling a Bosnian Serb tele-
vision station.

“On the contrary, this year
we will significantly increase the
profits from the export of our
energy resources.”

On Monday, European
Union leaders agreed in princi-
ple to cut 90 percent of oil im-
ports from Russia by the end of
this year to punish Moscow for
invading Ukraine.

At least 16 killed, 170 injured
in Bangladesh depot fire

At least 16 people were killed
and 170 others injured after a mas-
sive fire tore through a container
depot in southern Bangladesh,
officials said Sunday.

The fire broke out shortly
before midnight at a container stor-
age facility in Sitakunda, about 40
kilometers (25 miles) from the key
port of Chittagong, fire service
official Jalal Ahmed said.

“Sixteen people have been
killed in the fire. The number of
fatalities is expected to rise as
some of the injured are in critical
condition,” Chittagong’s chief doc-
tor, Elias Chowdhury, told AFP.

Multiple firefighting units
were at the scene attempting to
douse the blaze when a massive
explosion rocked the site, injuring
scores of people, including fire-
fighters, Abul Kalam Azad, the
local police chief, told AFP.

“Some 170 people were in-
jured including at least 40 firefight-
ers and 10 police officers. Three
firefighters were also killed,” he
said.

Chowdhury said the injured
had been rushed to different hos-
pitals in the region as doctors
were brought back from holiday
to help in the emergency.

He said the number of fatali-
ties could still grow as some 20
people remained in critical condi-
tion with burns covering 60 to 90
percent of their bodies.

Local media put the number
of injuries at about 300, and re-
quests for blood donations for the
injured flooded social media.

Emergency crews were still
working to put out the fire Sun-
day morning and military clinics
were helping to treat the injured.

Mominur Rahman, chief ad-
ministrator of Chittagong district,
said while the fire was largely un-
der control, there were “still sev-
eral pockets of fire in the depot”.

“Firefighters are trying to con-
trol these pocket fires,” he said.

Rahman said the depot con-
tained millions of dollars of gar-
ment products waiting to be ex-
ported to Western retailers, for

whom Bangladesh is a key sup-
plier.

Ruhul Amin Sikder, spokes-
man for the Bangladesh Inland
Container Association (BICA),
said some of the containers at the
30-acre private depot contained
chemicals, including hydrogen
peroxide.

The director of the B.M. Con-
tainer Depot, Mujibur Rahman,
said the fire’s cause was still un-
known. He added the facility em-
ploys about 600 people.

In 2020, three workers were
killed after an oil tank exploded in
another container depot in the
neighboring Patenga area.

Fires are common in Bang-
ladesh due to lax enforcement of
safety rules. In July 2021, 54 peo-
ple died when a blaze ripped
through a massive food-process-
ing factory outside the capital
Dhaka.

In 2020, 70 people were killed
when another fire engulfed sever-
al Dhaka apartment blocks.

Alarabiya

Qush Tepa canal budget
should be paid duly

KABUL: Budget allocated
for the Qush Tepa Irrigation Ca-
nal, should be paid in its due time,
to help accelerate the construc-
tion process, Director of the Ad-
ministrative Affairs Mawlavi
Ahmad Jan told a gathering held

by the canal monitoring commit-
tee here in Kabul.

The canal construction is ex-
pected to irrigate thousands of
acres of lands and help the coun-
trymen step up towards self-suf-
ficiency, according to the state-

ment.
The committee has been es-

tablished to monitor the ongoing
canal construction process and
duly share its report with the re-
lated organ, the statement said.
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