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Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman held
talks with Jordan’s King Abdul-
lah II at Al Husseiniya Palace in
Amman, during which the Jor-
danian King stressed the pivot-
al role of Saudi Arabia, led by
King Salman bin Abdulaziz, in
supporting the region’s causes.

Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman stressed the King-
dom’s keenness to consolidate
brotherly relations with Jordan,
pointing out that the goal is to
push for a new phase of coop-
eration for the benefit of Jordan
and Saudi Arabia, and that there
are great opportunities that will
benefit both countries.

King Abdullah also be-
stowed upon the Saudi Crown
Prince the Order of al-Hussein
bin Ali, which is the highest or-
der of Jordan, embodying the
close ties between the two coun-
tries.

During the visit, the two
leaders will discuss a number of
regional and international issues
and the strengthening of rela-
tions in various fields.

The Crown Prince arrived in
Jordan earlier on Tuesday and
was welcomed at the airport by
King Abdullah. Royal Jordani-
an Air force fighter jets accom-
panied the Crown Prince's air-
craft upon entering Jordan’s air-
space.

The Crown Prince had ear-
lier left Egypt, where he met
with President Abdel Fattah el-
Sisi and discussed a host of re-
gional issues including Iran, Ye-
men, Iraq, Libya, Sudan, Leba-
non, Syria, and Palestine.

Prince Mohammed is sched-
uled to visit Turkey next as the
last leg of his tour.
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Jordan’s King
stresses pivotal
regional role of
Saudi Arabia
led by King

Salman

It has been billed as the fuel
of the future – touted as a solu-
tion to everything from Europe’s
dependence on Russian fossil fu-
els to Asia’s ferocious growing
appetite for sustainable energy.

After years of being talked up
as a potential game-changer, green
hydrogen is at last receiving seri-
ous financial and labour force com-
mitments from governments and
big business.

In the Asia Pacific, Australia,
with its vast areas where either
sunshine or wind is in near-con-
stant supply, is emerging as the
region’s hub for green hydrogen
production, which relies on renew-
able energy sources such as wind
and solar to produce the fuel.

Australian mining magnate
Andrew Forrest is building a 2-
gigawatt electrolyser and ammo-
nia producing plant in the state of
Queensland, with plans to use the
project to kick-start green steel-
making.

Governments, firms make new bet on
green hydrogen as climate fix

There are four other green
hydrogen projects in the works in
Australia, including a plant in
Western Australia covering an area
half the size of Belgium that is
expected to have a generating ca-
pacity of up to 26 gigawatts (GW)
– enough to produce 90 terawatt-
hours per year (TWh), or about
one-third of Australia’s total elec-
tricity production in 2020.

Australian billionaire mining
magnate Andrew Forrest is a ma-
jor backer of green hydrogen tech-
nology [File: Ben Makori/Reuters]

Europe has even bigger plans.
In Spain, the HyDeal Ambition
project will come online in 2025,
with an expected capacity of
67GW. Germany is pouring 9 bil-
lion euros ($9.4bn) into the space
to help end its reliance on gas and
coal, including a 100-megawatt
electrolyser in Hamburg, a hydro-
gen research centre in Bavaria that
has roped in Audi, BMW and Si-
emens, and a “hydrogen alliance”

with Morocco.
In Texas, Green Hydrogen In-

ternational has announced plans
to build an electrolyser to produce
clean rocket fuel for Elon Musk’s
SpaceX. Hong Kong-based Inter-
Continental Energy is seeking to
build a 14GW electrolyser in
Oman, while Kazakhstan has an-
nounced a 30GW plant.

China, the world’s largest pro-
ducer and consumer of hydrogen,
has set up 30 green hydrogen
plants since 2019 and already
dominates the market for hydro-
gen fuel cells. Last year, its pro-
duction of hydrogen vehicles in-
creased by nearly half to 1,777
units, according to the China Auto
Association.

“What we have that we have
never had before is a really strong
global market pull for decarboni-
sation. People really want to see
things change,” Daniel Roberts,
leader of the Energy Technologies
Research Program at Australia’s

CSIRO science agency, told Al
Jazeera.

“Every six months, Siemens
and other companies are announc-
ing an electrolyser that is cheaper
and bigger. It is remarkable how
quickly things are changing from
no green hydrogen to massive in-
vestments.”

Hydrogen, the most abundant
element in the universe, was first
harnessed as an energy source in
1804 when Swiss engineer
François Isaac de Rivaz developed
a hydrogen-powered combustion
engine by extracting the element
from water via electrolysis.

The process, in which nega-
tive and positive electrodes are
placed in water and charged with
electricity, forces the hydrogen
contained in water to rise to the
surface for capture.

Hydrogen made with coal and
gas is already widely used to pro-
duce methanol for plastics, reduc-
tants and ammonia, a key ingredi-
ent for artificial fertilisers and die-
sel. But it is a dirty industry. Black
and grey hydrogen, as they are
known, release 800 million tonnes
of greenhouse gases annually –
about the same amount as Ger-
many.

Green hydrogen is an emis-
sions-free alternative that uses
renewable energy sources like
wind and solar to power electrol-
ysis, leaving only vapour in its
wake. And as it ignites more easi-
ly than petrol or gas, it could play
a vital role in decarbonising hard-
to-electrify industries like ship-
ping, aviation, steel- and cement-
making. “This is a fuel which will
save the planet,” Forrest, the min-
ing magnate turned green-hydro-
gen crusader, told US Climate
Envoy John Kerry and ministers
from other countries at the Green
Hydrogen Global Assembly in
Barcelona, Spain, in May.

Talk of a hydrogen-based
green revolution is not new.

The term “hydrogen econo-
my” was coined by US academic
Lawrence Jones in the 1970s and
has faded and resurfaced repeat-
edly, along with new inventions
to harness it, over the last half-
century. The 2009 unveiling of the
world’s first hydrogen-powered
tractor by New Holland Agricul-
tural is a textbook example.
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Rising food prices pushed the
United Kingdom’s consumer price
inflation to a 40-year high of 9.1
percent last month, the highest
rate out of the Group of Seven
countries.

Historical records from the
Office for National Statistics show
May’s inflation was the highest
since March 1982 – and worse is
likely to come.

Sterling, one of the worst-
performing currencies against the
US dollar this year, fell below
$1.22, down 0.6 percent on the
day.

Some investors judge the UK
to be at risk of persistently high
inflation and recession, reflecting
its large imported energy bill, and
continuous Brexit troubles which
could further hurt trade ties with
the European Union.

“With the economic outlook
so unclear, no one knows how high
inflation could go, and how long it
will continue for – making fiscal
and monetary policy judgements
particularly tough,” said Jack Le-
slie, senior economist at the Res-
olution Foundation think-tank.

Earlier on Wednesday, the
Resolution Foundation said the
cost-of-living hit for households

Food prices push UK
inflation to 40-year
high of 9.1 percent

had been compounded by Brexit,
which had made Britain a more
closed economy, with damaging
long-term implications for pro-
ductivity and wages.

Britain’s headline inflation
rate in May was higher than in
the United States, France, Germa-
ny and Italy. While Japan and
Canada have yet to report con-
sumer price data for May, neither
are likely to come close.

The Bank of England said last
week that inflation was likely to
remain above 9 percent over the
coming months before peaking at
slightly above 11 percent in Oc-
tober, when regulated household
energy bills are due to rise again.

The British government was
doing all it could to combat a surge
in prices, finance minister Rishi
Sunak said after the data.

Prices for food and non-alco-
holic drinks rose by 8.7 percent
in annual terms in May – the big-
gest jump since March 2009 and
making this category the biggest
driver of annual inflation last
month. Overall consumer prices
rose by 0.7 percent in monthly
terms in May, the ONS said, a
little more than the 0.6 percent
consensus. aljazeera

Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas - where a gunman killed 19 students and two teachers - will be
demolished, the city's mayor has said.

Don McLaughlin made the claim on Tuesday at a tense and emotional council meeting with residents
demanding answers over the shooting.

He did not say when the school would be demolished.
Public anger has risen since the May rampage, with police accused of waiting over an hour to confront the

assailant.
"My understanding - and I had this discussion with the superintendent - is that school will be demol-

ished. You can never ask a child to go back or teacher to go back in that school ever," Mr McLaughlin said.
Robb Elementary has nearly 600 students in the second, third and fourth grades.
US President Joe Biden had suggested knocking down the school, State Senator Roland Gutierrez told

local media last month.
Robb Elementary will not be the first school to be demolished after a mass shooting.
Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, was razed after 20 students aged six and

seven years old and six staff members were shot in 2012. A new school was built on the same land.bbc

Uvalde shooting: Robb Elementary
School to be demolished - mayor

An expatriate in Dubai who
was diagnosed with a rare, life-
threatening blood disorder that
affects just a handful of people
has survived the platelet-sup-
pressing condition after weeks in
ICU.

When Indian expat LalTelu
Ram Harkesh, 52, experienced
abdominal pain, he first ignored it
but days later developed a mild
fever and sought medical help.

Things took a serious turn
when, after laboratory and radiol-
ogy investigations, doctors at Lif-
ecare Hospital, Mussafah, diag-
nosed Harkesh with a Thrombot-
ic Thrombocytopenia Purpura

Dubai expat survives
‘extremely rare’ blood disorder

after weeks in intensive care
(TTP) – a rare disorder of the
blood coagulation system that
usually affects about four people
in a million.

TTP is a life-threatening dis-
order in which the blood clots that
form in the small blood vessels
throughout the body can limit or
block blood flow to the major or-
gans. This, in turn, can damage the
organs like the brain, kidneys, and
heart and prevent them from func-
tioning correctly.

“During the initial evaluation,
he seemed to be suffering from
acute pancreatitis,” said Dr Ashraf
Abdelrahman, head of the hospi-
tal’s critical care department, in a

media statement.
“But he had low red blood cell

and platelet counts that did not
correlate with the preliminary di-
agnosis.”

“Tests confirmed he had
TTP, a rare disease that can be
fatal if left untreated.

 This is the first case of TTP
we are coming across in our hos-
pital… such patients require close
monitoring as they are at high risk
for altered conscious level, sei-
zures, hemiplegia and multiorgan
failure.”

Doctors said diagnosing TTP
was the main challenge they faced.
TTP is a rare disease with very
vague symptoms, and the confir-
matory test is performed only in
a few laboratories in the country.

Dr. Abeesh Padmanabha Pil-
lai, specialist nephrologist, said:
“Harkesh received a total of 10
sessions of TPE daily with almost
30 litres of plasma exchanged. He
was also treated with steroids and
monoclonal antibodies medica-
tions.”

As he had neurological symp-
toms of seizures and loss of con-
sciousness, doctors deeply sedat-
ed and endotracheally intubated
him. He remained on mechanical
ventilation till complications were
controlled and his condition im-
proved.
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Summer
snow

blankets
central...

Residents of villages in Bam-
yan and the Qarghanato area of
the province report that snow has
fallen last night in many villages,
and the weather was substantial-
ly colder than ever.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Public Works of the Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan said that snow
has fallen in various parts of Bam-
yan province, this morning, but
that there was not enough to cause
traffic congestion.

The snowfall in Bamyan
province comes at a time when
meteorologists at the Afghanistan
Meteorological Department is-
sued a warning for heavy rainfall
in certain parts of Afghanistan and
the possibility of flash floods and
gust wind.
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