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Fires burn through
Shanghai chemical plant

Fires at a large chemical plant
in the Chinese city of Shanghai
have killed at least one person.

They broke out around 04:00
on Saturday (20:00 GMT Friday)
at one of the country's largest re-
fining and petrochemical plants.

Flames could be seen engulf-
ing parts of the sprawling com-
plex and spewing thick columns
of black smoke into the sky.

Shanghai is China's economic
hub and only recently emerged
from a strict pandemic lockdown
lasting two months.

The cause of the fires, which
affected an ethylene glycol facili-
ty, is still unclear.

Sinopec - the state-owned
company that operates the plant
in the suburb of Jinshan - said the
driver of a transport vehicle had
been killed and a company em-
ployee had been injured.

Shanghai's fire department
dispatched more than 500 person-
nel to the scene.

State media say the fires are
now under control but protective
burning is being carried out.

Footage circulating of the fire
at a petrochemical plant in #Chi-
na is eerie end-of-the-world stuff.
It’s now been brought under con-
trol but at least one death. It start-
ed in #Shanghai area at 4am to-

day. Gotta be pretty toxic air too.
pic.twitter.com/ubrdJNqgsm

Drone footage shared on so-
cial media showed the sky above
Shanghai, China's most populous
city, turning black from smoke.

Sinopec said it was monitor-
ing for environmental impact and
no damage to the surrounding
water environment had been re-
corded.

The ministry of emergency
management has dispatched an
expert group to the scene.

Shanghai had been under a
strict lockdown imposed by offi-
cials to curb a coronavirus out-
break driven by the spread of the

Omicron variant.
For two months residents in

the global trading hub were for-
bidden from leaving their homes -
shutting down factories with far-
reaching consequences for both the
local economy and global supply
chains.

The government is pursuing a
"zero Covid" policy requiring ev-
eryone who catches the virus to
quarantine.

New rules have now been in-
troduced with residents required
to show a green health code on
their smartphone to leave their
residential compounds and to en-
ter most places. BBC

Dozens dead, millions stranded
as floods hit Bangladesh, India

Monsoon storms in Bang-
ladesh and India have killed at least
41 people and unleashed devas-
tating floods that left millions of
others stranded, officials said on
Saturday.

Floods are a regular menace to
millions of people in low-lying
Bangladesh, but experts say cli-
mate change is increasing their fre-
quency, ferocity and unpredict-
ability.

Relentless downpours over
the past week have inundated vast
stretches of Bangladesh’s north-
east, with troops deployed to
evacuate households cut off from
neighbouring communities.

Schools have been turned into
relief shelters to house entire vil-
lages inundated in a matter of
hours by rivers that suddenly
burst their banks.

“After waiting a whole day on
the roof of our home, a neighbour
rescued us with a makeshift boat.
My mother said she has never
seen such floods in her entire life,”
the 23-year-old added.

Asma Akter, another woman
rescued from the rising waters,
said her family had not been able
to eat for two days.

“The water rose so quickly we
couldn’t bring any of our things,”
she said. “And how can you cook
anything when everything is un-
derwater?”

Lightning triggered by the
storms has killed at least 21 peo-
ple around the South Asian na-
tion since Friday afternoon, po-
lice officials told AFP.

Among them were three chil-
dren aged between 12 and 14 who
were struck by lightning on Fri-
day in the rural town of Nandail,
said local police chief Mizanur
Rahman.

Another four people died
when landslides hit their hillside
homes in the port city of Chit-
tagong, police inspector Nurul Is-
lam told AFP.

At least 16 people have been
killed since Thursday in India’s
remote Meghalaya, the state’s
chief minister Conrad Sangma
wrote on Twitter, after landslides
and surging rivers that submerged
roads.

Next door in Assam State,
more than 1.8 million people have
been affected by floods after five
days of incessant downpours.

Assam chief minister Himan-

ta Biswa Sarma told reporters he
had instructed district officials to
provide “all necessary help and
relief” to those caught in the flood-
ing.

“The situation is bad. More
than four million people have been
stranded by flood water,” Hos-
sain said, adding that nearly the
entire region was without electric-
ity.

The flooding forced Bang-
ladesh’s third-largest internation-
al airport in Sylhet to shut down
on Friday.

Forecasters said the floods
were set to worsen over the next
two days with heavy rains in
Bangladesh and upstream in In-
dia’s northeast.

Before this week’s rains, the
Sylhet region was still recovering
from its worst floods in nearly two
decades late last month, when at
least 10 people were killed and
four million others were affected.

Both countries have asked the
military to help with the severe
flooding, which could worsen be-
cause rains are expected to con-
tinue over the weekend.

“We expect moderate to
heavy rainfall in several parts of
Assam till Sunday. The volume
of rainfall has been unprecedent-
ed,” said Sanjay O’Neil, an offi-
cial at the meteorological station
in Gauhati, Assam’s capital.

In Bangladesh, districts near
the Indian border have been worst
affected. Water levels in all major
rivers across the country were ris-
ing, according to the flood fore-
casting and warning centre in Dha-
ka, the nation’s capital. The coun-
try has about 130 rivers.

Aljazeera

Z
ABUL: Traffic acci
dent has killed five
people in south-

western Zabul province.
The collision of a Fielder

type vehicle with a tractor-trail-
er in Zabul province has killed
five people and injured one
more.

The incident occurred Sat-
urday evening in the Noorak
area of Qalat, the Zabul’s pro-
vincial capital, approximately
323 kilometers far from Kabul,
the capital.

According to Zabul Pro-
vincial Director of Information
and Culture, the victims and
the injured were transported to
a nearby hospital. He said that
relatives of passengers killed
in the incident were rushing at
the hospital to claim their
friends and families’ bodies.

Traffic accident kills five in Zabul

The cause of the accident re-
mains unknown at this time.

In Afghanistan, violations

of traffic laws, terrible high-
ways, negligence, and the lack
of traffic signs are considered

as the main causes of road ac-
cidents, with people dying ev-
ery day. The Kabul Times

Egypt’s Sisi,
Bahrain’s King
Khalifa discuss
bilateral ties in

Sharm El-Sheikh
Egyptian President Abdel

Fattah al-Sisi and Bahrain’s
King Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa
discussed bilateral ties and re-
gional and international devel-
opments on Saturday in
Egypt’s Sharm El-Sheikh, the
Egyptian Presidency said in a
statement.

During the meeting which
also discussed joint coopera-
tion particularly in the fields of
investment and economy, Sisi
voiced Egypt’s keenness to
strengthen cooperation and
coordination to help the region
confront current challenges.

BBC

The Kabul Times daily is accepting subscribers for the
year 2022

SHEBERGHAN/KABUL: A
severe storm starting from Jaw-
zjan province, in the country’s
northern zone hit some other
provinces on Sunday after-
noon, local residents said.

The unprecedented storm
is said to be moving towards
Balkh province and other
neighboring provinces as it has
reportedly killed at least two
people and inflicted heavy
damage in some parts of Ta-

Heavy cyclone hits
some provinces

khar province.
Local officials in Jawzjan

province say that strong winds
and dust have caused shops
to remain closed for several
hours, power has been cut off
and the routine service of
trucks were halted for nearly
two hours.

People in the capital Kabul
also said the tornado has
shockingly reached into the
capital, forcing dozens of

shopkeepers and vendors flee-
ing a possible danger.

“Its 8 p.m. the whirlwind
continues creating difficulties
for the residents,” said Mo-
hammad Daud a capital resi-
dent.

Meanwhile, the Meteoro-
logical Department announced
heavy rains and storms in sev-
eral provinces of the country
on Saturday.

The Kabul Times


