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Ryanair has dropped a re-
quirement for South African pas-
sengers to prove their nationality
before travelling by completing a
test in Afrikaans, the British bud-
get airline’s chief executive Micha-
el O’Leary said after the policy
caused a backlash among South
Africans.

The South African govern-
ment said last week it was taken
aback by the low-cost carrier’s
decision to force UK-bound trav-
ellers holding the country’s pass-
port to take the test, calling the
move a “backward profiling sys-
tem”.

Afrikaans is spoken by just
12 percent of the 58 million peo-
ple in the country and often asso-
ciated with the former white-led
apartheid government. The coun-
try also has 11 official languages
including Zulu, isiXhosa, Afri-
kaans, Sepedi, Setswana, English,
Sesotho, Siswati and Ndebele.

O’Leary, whose airline does
not operate flights to and from

South Africa but carries more pas-
sengers around Europe than any-
one else, described the South Af-
rican government’s profiling accu-
sation as “rubbish” but said the
test had been dropped.

“The South African govern-
ment have acknowledged that
there’s a problem with the vast
number of false or fake South Af-
rican passports,” O’Leary told a
news conference in Brussels on
Tuesday, citing a surge in false
South African passports on a
route between Turkey and Ireland.

“Our team issued a test in
Afrikaans of 12 simple questions
like what’s the name of the moun-
tain outside Pretoria? They have
no difficulty completing that, but
we didn’t think it was appropri-
ate either. So we have ended the
Afrikaans test because [it] doesn’t
make any sense.”

Last month, South African
lawyer Zinhle Novazi faced the
test, which included naming the
highest mountain, its largest city

and one national holiday, when
travelling by Ryanair from Ibiza,
Spain, to London on May 29.

“I was able to answer the ques-
tions,” said Novazi, who learned
Afrikaans in school but is not a
native speaker of the language. She
was then allowed to board the
plane.

The test triggered a backlash
from South Africans in Johannes-
burg.

“They’re using this (test) in a
manner that is utterly absurd,”
Conrad Steenkamp, the chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Afrikaans
Language Council, had said.

The imposition of Afrikaans
in schools was a principal reason
behind the 1976 Soweto uprising
against South Africa’s apartheid
regime. The protests were met
with police brutality which led to
at least 170 people being killed.

The white minority rule end-
ed in 1994, when Nelson Mande-
la became the first Black president
of South Africa. aljazeera

Ryanair drops Afrikaans test after

backlash from South Africans

Israel and Egypt will aim to
boost natural gas exports to Eu-
rope under a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) signed on
Wednesday as the continent looks
to replace Russian energy imports.

The framework deal signed
with the European Union (EU)
will be the first to allow “signifi-
cant” exports of Israeli gas to Eu-
rope, Israel’s energy ministry said.

Under the agreement, the EU
will encourage European compa-
nies to participate in Israeli and
Egyptian exploration tenders, the
ministry said.

Some Israeli gas is already sent
by pipeline to liquefaction plants
on Egypt’s Mediterranean coast,
from where it is re-exported as liq-
uefied natural gas (LNG).

Officials say they expect ship-
ments of LNG from Egypt to
Europe to increase under the
agreement, though they have said
it would likely take a couple of
years before the exports can be
significantly expanded.

Egypt is also a gas producer,
but its exports have been limited
by rising domestic demand.

“Today Egypt and Israel
make a commitment to share our
natural gas with Europe and to
help with the energy crisis,” Is-
raeli Energy Minister Karine El-
harrar said after the signing of the
MoU in Cairo.

The agreement recognizes that
natural gas will have a central role
in the EU’s energy market until
2030. alarabiya

EU, Israel, and
Egypt sign deal

to boost East
Mediterranean
gas exports to

Europe

Dubai’s ruler Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum has directed the distribu-
tion of three million books
across thousands of schools in
the Arab world to promote read-
ing.

The initiative follows Mon-
day’s inauguration by of the
Mohammed bin Rashid Library
which aims to be a new cultural
beacon in the region, state news
agency WAM reported, while
cultivating a culture of reading.

The mega library shaped
like a bookstand cost $2.72 mil-
lion (Dh1 billion) to build.

Sheikh Mohammed said:
“The Mohammed bin Rashid
Library seeks to deliver a quint-
essential Arabic message; it will
have an overall impact on the
entire region with a vision to
enrich the cultural landscape in
the Arab region and globally.”

“We have the largest read-
ing competition in the Arab
world wherein 22 million stu-
dents participate, and we have
the latest Arabic library built at
a cost of AED1 billion with a
noble mission to revive impor-
tance and reverence for books
amongst our new generations.”

Sheikh Mohammed stressed
that knowledge is the basis of
progress, and a knowledge of
books is the basis upon which
other knowledge is to be built.

“Reading is the most impor-
tant skill that our new genera-
tions can be armed with. The
Mohammed bin Rashid Library
will play a genuine role in con-
solidating culture and knowledge
while promoting the habit of
reading nationally and on the
Arab level.”

Dubai ruler to gift
mlns of books

across thousands
of schools in Arab

world

A Republican congressman
has lost his bid to cling on to his
seat, after a furious backlash to
his vote to impeach former US
President Donald Trump.

Tom Rice, a five-term South
Carolina incumbent, was beaten
in a primary election by Trump-
backed challenger Russell Fry, a
state legislator.

But another Republican in the
state who had criticised Mr
Trump, Nancy Mace, comfort-
ably won her vote.

Ms Mace had later visited
Trump Tower in a show of loyal-
ty.

Congressional votes were held
on Tuesday in Maine, Nevada,
North Dakota, South Carolina and

Tom Rice: South Carolina ousts
Republican who voted to impeach Trump

Texas.
Mr Rice had been a reliable

supporter of Mr Trump until the
US Capitol riot on 6 January 2021,
when he became one of 10 Repub-
licans who sided with Democrats

days later to impeach the outgo-
ing president for inciting insurrec-
tion.

Mr Trump was acquitted of
the political charge in the Senate.
A Democratic-led congressional

inquiry is currently conducting
public hearings into the Capitol
riot, accusing the former president
of plotting an attempted coup.

Mr Rice had acknowledged his
impeachment vote could end his
political career, but had maintained
he was following his conscience.
He lost on Tuesday night by more
than 25 points.

The 10 Republicans who vot-
ed to impeach Mr Trump have
faced varying outcomes. Liz
Cheney and Adam Kinzinger have
become vocal Trump critics and
currently sit on the US House of
Representatives committee that is
investigating the Capitol riot. Mr
Kinzinger is among those who are
not running for re-election. Oth-
ers are fighting for their political
lives.

Ms Mace did not vote to im-
peach Mr Trump, but she in-
curred his displeasure by con-
demning him for the Capitol riot
and voting to certify President Joe
Biden's win in the 2020 White
House election.

She tried to make amends by
filming a video in New York City
this year outside Trump Tower
to remind her constituents that
she was one of the former presi-
dent's earliest supporters.

Mr Trump endorsed her op-
ponent, former state legislator
Katie Arrington. But Ms Mace
comfortably passed the 50% vote
threshold needed to avoid a run-
off election.

Mr Trump, who turned 76 on
Tuesday, had asked supporters to
give him two birthday presents
by defeating Mr Rice and Ms
Mace.

bbc

Sri Lanka is giving govern-
ment officials an extra day off a
week to encourage them to grow
food, amid fears of a food short-
age.

The country has around one
million public sector employees.

It comes as the island nation,
home to around 22 million, faces
its worst economic crisis in more
than 70 years.

Sri Lanka is struggling to pay
for critical imports such as food,
fuel and medicine as it faces a se-
vere shortage of foreign currencies.

Late on Monday, the govern-
ment approved a proposal for
public sector workers to be given
leave every Friday for the next
three months.

It said the decision was part-
ly to help workers who are facing
difficulties getting to work due to
fuel shortages as well as to en-
courage them to grow fruit and
vegetables to help feed themselves
and their families.

"It seems appropriate to grant
government officials leave for one

Sri Lanka gives
government workers
extra day off a week

working day of the week and pro-
vide them with the necessary fa-
cilities to engage in agricultural
activities in their backyards or
elsewhere as a solution to the food
shortage that is expected to occur
in the future," the government said
in a statement on its online news
portal.

Also on Monday, the United
States said that it was ready to
help Sri Lanka.

After a phone call with Sri
Lankan Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe, US Secretary of
State Anthony Blinken said the
US "stands ready to work with
Sri Lanka".

The BBC is not responsible
for the content of external sites.

Earlier this month, Mr Wick-
remesinghe said the country need-
ed at least $5bn (£4.15bn) this
year to pay for essential imports.

The government is in talks
over an economic bailout package,
with an IMF delegation expected
to arrive in the capital Colombo
next Monday. bbc

2. Decline of American hege-
mony:

Hegemony is usually de-
scribed as the predominance of
nation over others. The concep-
tual meaning of this term dates
back to 8th century BC which usu-
ally referred to as the political-
and-military dominance of one
city state over another. Following
the Renaissance, however, the
term’s definition turned out to
encompass any cultural, social,
and intellectual influence in addi-
tion to political and military dom-
inance of one stratum over anoth-
er. When the West, led by the
United States, emerged as a uni-
polar power after the World War
II who also saw its victory over
the Soviet Union during the Cold
War happened to entertain its he-
gemony over the entire nations of
the world. Even many books were
written in this regard, trying to
showcasing the United States as
the owner of an ideology with
which the world would come to
an end – as if no power would
ever be able to counter the emerg-
ing super power.

Francis Fukuyama, an Ameri-
can thinker and Director of its
Centre on Democracy, Develop-
ment and the Rule of Law, in his
book entitled ‘The End of Histo-
ry and the Last Man’ in 1992 fol-
lowing the defeat of the Soviet
Union had emphasized on the fi-
nal stage of ideological develop-
ment and Globalization under the
consolidation of liberal-democrat-
ic order. He had pointed out that
human beings will have no choice
but to abide by the liberal democ-
racy as the only global value until
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the last stage of the world (Day
of Resurrection). Interestingly, the
same theorist explicitly spoke of
the decline of American hegemo-
ny in his latest article wrote for
the Economist in November 2021.

Mr. Fukuyama states that
“the peak period of American he-
gemony lasted less than 20 years,
from the fall of the Berlin Wall in
1989 to around the financial crisis
in 2007-09. The country was
dominant in many domains of
power back then—military, eco-
nomic, political and cultural. The
height of American hubris was the
invasion of Iraq in 2003, when it
hoped to be able to remake not
just Afghanistan (invaded two
years before) and Iraq, but the
whole of the Middle East.”

He also sees three causes as
the main factors that have led to
the demolition US credibility at
world level: 1) China’s staggering
rise as an economic giant, 2) US
withdrawal from Afghanistan and
the Middle East, 3) and the inter-
nal polarization of the US, a soci-
ety that finds itself difficult to
make consensus on virtually any-
thing. Moreover. Mr. Fukuyama
says that “the truth of the matter
is that the end of the American era
had come much earlier.

The long-term sources of
American weakness and decline
are more domestic than interna-
tional.” According to him, the
country will remain a great power
for many years, but just how in-
fluential it will be, depends on its
ability to fix its internal problems,
rather than its foreign policy.

Furthermore, one of the most
important indicators that help a

superpower to play an influential
role in expanding its hegemony is
to securing international credibili-
ty from other nations of the world.
Indeed, after World War II, and
specifically after the defeat of the
Soviet Union, almost all countries
recognized the United States as
the superpower, believing that
only the US would be there to
address any global issues. For this
reason, the entire nations of the
world, even the Soviet Union,
which was turned into Russia by
the same United States, not only
acknowledged the US occupation
of Afghanistan, but did also make
its best to provide political and
military cooperation for the US-
NATO mission in Afghanistan.
Likewise, the same cooperation
can be seen in the case of Iraq and
Syria. However, after the United
States started to lose its interna-
tional standing and its global he-
gemony, some of the European
states (France and Germany) be-
gin to audaciously speak of creat-
ing a European NATO to get rid
of the domination of the current
NATO which is led by Americans.
On the other hand, Russia, which
gave full support to the United
States in the Syrian case, is no
longer afraid of the United States;
that’s why, it happened to launch
war in Ukraine.

Besides, China, which has al-
ways used soft and flexible litera-
ture in dealing with countries
around the world, especially with
the US, has recently started to
boldly blame the United States for
global crises, specifically the case
of Afghanistan.

To be continued


