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The Biden administration
says it will send Ukraine a small
number of high-tech, medium-
range rocket systems, a critical
weapon that Ukrainian leaders
have been begging for as they
struggle to stall Russian progress
in the Donbas region.

The rocket systems are part
of a new $700m tranche of securi-
ty assistance for Ukraine from the
United States that will include
helicopters, Javelin anti-tank
weapon systems, tactical vehicles,
spare parts and more, two senior
administration officials said on
Tuesday. The officials spoke on
the condition of anonymity to
preview the weapons package that

will be formally unveiled on
Wednesday. The US decision to
provide the advanced rocket sys-
tems tries to strike a balance be-
tween the desire to help Ukraine
battle ferocious Russian artillery
barrages while not providing arms
that could allow Ukraine to hit
targets deep inside Russia and trig-
ger an escalation in the war.

In a guest essay published on
Tuesday evening in The New York
Times, President Joe Biden con-
firmed that he has decided to “pro-
vide the Ukrainians with more
advanced rocket systems and
munitions that will enable them
to more precisely strike key tar-
gets on the battlefield in Ukraine”.

Biden had said on Monday
that the US would not send
Ukraine “rocket systems that can
strike into Russia”.

Any weapons system can
shoot into Russia if it is close
enough to the border.

The aid package expected to
be unveiled on Wednesday would
send what the US considers me-
dium-range rockets – they gener-
ally can travel about 70km (45
miles), the officials said. The
Ukrainians have assured US offi-
cials that they will not fire rock-
ets into Russian territory, accord-
ing to the senior administration
officials. One official noted that
the advanced rocket systems will

give Ukrainian forces greater pre-
cision in targeting Russian assets
inside Ukraine. The expectation
is that Ukraine could use the rock-
ets in the eastern Donbas region,
where they could both intercept
Russian artillery and take out
Russian positions in towns where
fighting is intense, such as Sever-
odonetsk.

Severodonetsk is important
to Russian efforts to capture the
Donbas before more Western arms
arrive to bolster Ukraine’s de-
fence.

 The city, which is 145km (90
miles) south of the Russian bor-
der, is in an area that is the last
pocket under Ukrainian govern-
ment control in the Luhansk re-
gion of the Donbas.

Biden in his New York Times
essay added: “We are not encour-
aging or enabling Ukraine to at-
tack beyond its borders. We do
not want to prolong the war just
to inflict pain on Russia.”

It is the 11th package ap-
proved so far and will be the first
to tap the $40bn in security and
economic assistance recently
passed by Congress.

 The rocket systems would be
part of Pentagon drawdown au-
thority, so would involve taking
weapons from US inventory and
getting them into Ukraine quick-
ly. Ukrainian troops would also
need training on the new systems,
which could take at least a week
or two.

Officials said the plan is to
send Ukraine the High Mobility
Artillery Rocket System, or HI-
MARS, which is mounted on a
truck and can carry a container
with six rockets.
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Residents who have taken a
smallpox vaccine are protected
from the monkeypox virus by
about 85 percent, health experts
based in the United Arab Emir-
ates have told Al Arabiya English.

Dr. Gunjan Mahajan, special
clinical pathologist at Burjeel
Hospital in Dubai, said that hu-
man monkeypox infections are
rare outside Central and Western
Africa where the virus is endemic
in animals and “circulates in heavi-
ly forested areas.”

“But as cases with no known
travel links to Africa emerge in
several countries, it became a con-
cerning issue.”

Dr. Amaka Kate Uzu, family
medicine consultant at Bareen In-
ternational Hospital in Abu Dha-
bi, echoed Dr. Mahajan’s senti-
ment.

“Since the monkeypox virus
is closely associated with the vi-
rus that causes smallpox, the
smallpox vaccine can also protect
individuals from monkeypox,”
said the doctor.

Monkeypox is a zoonotic vi-
rus – meaning it can be transmit-
ted from animals to humans – and
comes from a family of viruses
which includes the now-eradicat-
ed smallpox virus.

In the past, vaccines and drugs
were developed to treat and elim-
inate smallpox, and have been
known to provide some protec-
tion against the monkeypox virus.

This has become a particular-
ly concerning over the past month,
as more cases began to emerge

Smallpox vaccine offers 85 pct protection
against monkeypox virus: UAE experts

across the world.
Monkeypox was first identi-

fied in humans in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo in 1970,
according to the World Health
Organization (WHO). Since then,
most cases were reported in rural,
heavily forested areas in Congo
Basin. The first monkeypox out-
break outside of Africa was iden-
tified in the US in 2003 and was
linked to pet prairie dogs which
were housed with Gambian
pouched rats and dormice that
were imported from Ghana.

The virus’ symptoms are
very similar to those seen in small-
pox patients in the past and can
include skin eruption, fever, swell-
ing of lymph nodes, or lack of
energy, lesions, pustules, or vesi-
cles forming on the skin.

Dr. Mahajan told Al Arabiya
English that children, pregnant
women, and immunocompromised
people were at a higher risk of a
monkeypox infection, and, when
asked about the virus’ potential
to turn into a pandemic, said that
it was highly unlikely, especially
when compared to COVID-19.

“The objective of addressing
monkey pox cases is to raise
awareness, inform preparedness,
and provide guidance for immedi-
ate actions like contact tracing,
treatment and prevention,” he
added.

Dr. Uzu added: “According to
WHO, monkeypox outbreak is
unlikely to lead into a pandemic.
However, further investigations
about this health condition are still
ongoing.” alarabiya


