
AFN 88.17

USD 01 GBP 01 INR 1000 PKR 1000 EUR 01 IRR 1000 AED 01

AFN AFN 1050 AFN AFN 93.95 AFN 2.10 AFN 24.23482108.25

04
facebook.com/thekabultimes twitter.com/thekabultimes info@thekabultimes.gov.af

For government institutions, ministries and ordinary Afghans:

• Annual Subscription Fee: 4,000 AFG
• Six months subscription fee: 2,000 AFG
For domestic companies and non-government organizations (NGOs):
• Annual Subscription Fee: 6,000 AFG
• Six Months Subscription Fee: 3,000 AFG
For schools and universities students:
• Annual Subscription Fee: 2,000 AFG
• Six Months Subscription Fee: 1,000 AFG
For foreign embassies, non-government and international
organizations:
• Annual Subscription Fee: 8,000 AFG
• Six Months Subscription Fee: 4,000 AFG
MoIC Bank Account at Da Afghanistan Bank: 1215361

Saratan 09-1401 Thursday 30 June 2022 INo: 27- Vol: LIX

The Kabul Times daily is accepting subscribers for the
year 2022

Turkey supports Finland
and Sweden Nato bid

Nato member Turkey has
agreed to support Sweden and
Finland's membership of the alli-
ance.

It had initially opposed the
Nordic countries' bids to join.

Turkey was angered by what
it saw as their willingness to host
Kurdish militants. Sweden and
Finland could not join Nato with-
out Turkey's support.

Russia strongly opposes the
two states joining and has used
the expansion of the West's de-
fensive military alliance as a pre-
text for its war in Ukraine.

But Moscow's invasion has
had the opposite effect, with the
path now clear for the two coun-
tries to join Nato.

Foreign ministers from the
three countries signed a joint se-
curity pact that addressed Tur-
key's concerns.

Will Sweden and Finland go
from neutral to Nato?

Nato chief Jens Stoltenberg
said Sweden agreed to step up its

work on Turkish extradition re-
quests of suspected militants.

The two Nordic nations will
also lift their restrictions on sell-
ing weapons to Turkey, he said.

Finland's President Niinisto
said the three countries signed the
joint memorandum "to extend
their full support against threats
to each other's security".

Sweden's Prime Minister
Magdalena Andersson said it was
"a very important step for Nato".

Turkey President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan's office said it
"got what it wanted" from Swe-
den and Finland.

The two Nordic nations an-
nounced their intentions to join
Nato in May, in response to Rus-
sia's invasion of Ukraine.

Mr Stoltenberg had suggest-
ed the process could move "very
quickly" as they already shared a
close relationship with the alli-
ance.

But that was not the case as
Nato member Turkey accused the

two countries of protecting Kur-
dish militants and said they would
not back their membership. Any
Nato enlargement must be ap-
proved by all 30 members.

Turkey has long accused Swe-
den of harbouring what it calls
militants from the banned Kurdi-
stan Workers Party (PKK), but
Stockholm denies it.

Now the two countries have
agreed to some of Turkey's de-
mands, and militants will face a
crackdown under amendments to
Swedish and Finnish law.

If Sweden and Finland do be-
come members, it will end over
200 years of Swedish non-align-
ment. Finland adopted neutrality
following a bitter defeat by the
Soviet Union during World War
Two.

Finnish public support for
joining Nato was for years at
around 20-25%. But since Rus-
sia's invasion of Ukraine, it has
shot up to a record high of 79%,
according to the latest opinion
poll. In Sweden, 60% of the pop-
ulation say it was right to apply,
again far higher than before the
war.

The metaphoric champagne
corks will be popping in Nato's
senior ranks tonight as the biggest
stumbling block is removed to
admit two major new members.

Finland and Sweden are al-
ready modern, Western-leaning
democracies with well-trained and
well-equipped militaries used to
operating in the often challenging
conditions of Europe's far North.

Their accession, once it is
complete, will bring the number
of Nato countries bordering the
Baltic Sea to eight, effectively turn-
ing it into a Nato lake.

Russia's two outlets, at St
Petersburg and Kaliningrad, will
be increasingly isolated, only add-
ing to the Kremlin's paranoia.

Finland and Sweden are join-
ing Nato because Russia invaded
Ukraine.  BBC

Non-essential petrol sales halted
for two weeks in Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka has suspended
sales of fuel for non-essential ve-
hicles as it faces its worst eco-
nomic crisis in decades.

For the next two weeks, only
buses, trains and vehicles used for
medical services and transporting
food will be allowed to fill up with
fuel.

Schools in urban areas have
shut, while officials have told the
country's 22 million residents to
work from home.

The South Asian nation is in
talks over a bailout deal as it strug-
gles to pay for imports such as
fuel and food.

Sri Lanka is the first country
to take the drastic step in halting
sales of fuel to ordinary people
"since the 1970s oil crisis, when
fuel was rationed in the US and
Europe and speed limits intro-
duced to reduce demand", Nathan
Piper, head of oil and gas research
at Investec, told the BBC.

He said the ban underlined the
steep rise in oil pricing and limit-
ed foreign exchange reserves in Sri
Lanka.

Many of the island's residents
don't know how they will cope
without fuel. There have been long
queues at filling stations across Sri
Lanka for months.

Chinthaka Kumara, a 29-year-
old taxi driver in Colombo,
thought the ban would "create
more problems for people".

"I'm a daily wage earner. I've
been in this queue for three days
and I don't know when we will
get petrol," he told BBC Sinhala.

Drivers have been asked to go
home, with tokens distributed
aimed at rationing scarce fuel
stocks. Some kept queuing, but
others couldn't.

"I was in a queue for two days.
I got a token - number 11 - but I
don't know when I will get fuel,"
S Wijetunga, a 52-year-old private

sector executive, told the BBC.
"I need to go to the office now,

so I have no option but to leave
my vehicle here and go in a three-
wheeler."

Kenat, a motorised rickshaw
driver in the Colombo suburb of
Kotahena, said people like him
were being "destroyed".

"Our family used to have three
meals a day. Now we eat only
twice a day. If this continues, it
will come down to one meal," he
told BBC Tamil.

'Severe economic crisis'
With an economy hit hard by

the pandemic, rising energy pric-
es and populist tax cuts, Sri Lan-
ka lacks enough foreign currency
to pay for imports of essential
goods.

Acute shortages of fuel, food
and medicines have helped to
push the cost of living to record
highs in the country, where many
people rely on motor vehicles for

their livelihoods.
On Monday, the government

said it would ban private vehicles
from buying petrol and diesel un-
til 10 July.

What's behind Sri Lanka's eco-
nomic crisis?

How Sri Lanka's war heroes
became villains

No medicine for kids in a col-
lapsing health system

Cabinet spokesperson Bandu-
la Gunewardena said Sri Lanka
had "never faced such a severe
economic crisis in its history".

The cash-strapped country
has also sent officials to the major
energy producers Russia and Qa-
tar in a bid to secure cheap oil sup-
plies.

Over the weekend, officials
said the country had only 9,000
tonnes of diesel and 6,000 tonnes
of petrol to fuel essential services
in the coming days.

It has been estimated that the
stocks would last for less than a
week under regular demand.

"We are doing everything we
can to get new stocks, but we
don't know when that will be,"
power and energy minister Kan-
chana Wijesekera told reporters
on Sunday. In May, the country
defaulted on its debts with inter-
national lenders for the first time
in its history. That followed
weeks of protests against Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa's gov-
ernment. His brother Mahinda
quit as prime minister, but the
president is still under pressure
to resign. "The government seems
to take no action at all," Kannan,
another driver seeking fuel in the
capital, told BBC Tamil.

Jirga is considered as the
historic tradition of the people
of Afghanistan and is held for
the solution of big disputes and
decisions in the country.

The Jirga has its special po-
sition in the country’s modern
history and its decisions are ex-
ecuted and implemented. Dur-
ing the past long history, the
country’s leaders have invited
Loya Jirga to declare their gov-
ernment’s great policies or solve
disputes in the country.

Basically, holding Jirgas in
Afghanistan is for the solution
of disputes and reaching a reso-
lution; therefore, the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA)
leadership by holding the great
assembly is trying to find solu-
tions for problems.

So far the agenda of this Jir-
ga has not been announced offi-
cially it is reported that a num-
ber of issues will be discussed
including that pertaining to mat-
ters of national importance, and
maybe the issue of reopening
girls’ schools in the country.

Historically, a Loya Jirga
has been convened in order to
elect a new head of state, ap-
prove a new constitution or re-
solve critical issues. Loya jirgas
have reportedly been organized
since the rise to power of the
Hotak dynasty in the early 18th
century.

Zarabi

Reopening
girls schools

to be...

From P2

According to media, Sharif expressed deep concern over the rising price of coal on the international
market, saying it was the main reason for generating expensive electricity from coal-fired power plants in the
country.

“The coal imported from Afghanistan in rupee terms will not only generate cheap electricity but also help
save the country’s precious foreign exchange,” Sharif said.

The prime minister was informed that import of coal from Afghanistan would save more than $2.2 billion
annually.

Sharif also said for taking all necessary steps to ensure prompt delivery of coal imported from Afghan-
istan to power plants.

He ordered the formation of a committee of all officials concerned headed by the defense minister to
expedite the import process. Pakistan already supplied its needed coal needs from Indonesia and South Africa
and Indonesia’s ban on coal exports unexpectedly pushed up coal prices on world markets.

Although, the price of each ton of coal in the world markets has reportedly reached $400 so far, but it is
not yet clear at what price the Afghan coal is sold to Pakistan.

Amiri
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Pakistan’s coal imports from...

Beautiful show from Sheghnan district of Badakhs-
han province

A beautiful Place to attract the attention of domestic
and foreign tourists.


