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Third rocket attack in 72 hours
targets northern Iraq gas complex

A Katyusha rocket struck near
an Emirati-owned gas complex in
Iraq’s semi-autonomous Kurdish
region without causing damage or
casualties, local officials said, the
third such attack in 72 hours.

The rocket fired on Saturday
targeted the Khor Mor gas com-
plex, owned by UAE energy com-
pany Dana Gas, said Sediq Mo-

hammed, an official from the ad-
jacent Qadr Qaram district.

“The rocket hit around 500
metres outside the complex,” he
said. There was no immediate
claim for the attack.

The Counter-Terrorism
Group, a security body in the
Kurdish region of northern Iraq,
said in a statement that six rock-

ets in total had hit the Khor Mor
gas field, which lies between the
cities of Kirkuk and Sulaim-
aniyah.

Katyusha rocket attacks tar-
geted the same complex on
Wednesday and Friday, also with-
out causing casualties or damage.

Energy infrastructure else-
where in the semi-autonomous

Kurdish region has also come un-
der attack in recent weeks.

In May, there was minor dam-
age following a rocket attack at
the Kawergosk refinery, north-
west of the regional capital Erbil.

In April, three rockets hit near
the same facility – one of the larg-
est in the area – with no casualties
or damage reported. Aljazeera

Thousands of protesters arrive
as G7 convenes in Germany

About 4,000 protesters gath-
ered in Munich as the Group of
Seven (G7) leading economic
powers prepared to hold their
annual gathering in Germany’s
Bavarian Alps.

Organisers said they hoped to
mobilise up to 20,000 protesters
in the Bavarian city and were dis-
appointed by the initial low turn-
out at Munich’s Theresienwiese
park, German news agency dpa
reported.

Uwe Hiksch, one of the pro-
test organisers, said potential par-
ticipants might consider it inap-
propriate to challenge the world’s
wealthiest democracies during
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

“We have the impression that
many people are unsettled by the
war in Ukraine,” Hiksch told dpa.

About 18,000 police officers

are deployed around the summit
site and the protests.

Fifteen groups critical of glo-
balisation, from Attac to the
World Wildlife Fund, have been
calling on people to participate in
the demonstrations. Their various
demands include a phase-out of
fossil fuels, the preservation of
biodiversity, social justice and
greater efforts to combat hunger.

“My demands for the G7 are
that they have a clear commitment
to energy transition, that is the
exit from fossil fuels, all forms of
fossil fuels, by 2035 at the latest,
so we can stop financing wars and
conflicts,” said Kilian Wolter from
Greenpeace.

Members of Oxfam posed at
an earlier protest in the city wear-
ing oversized heads of the G7 lead-
ers, demanding more global equal-

ity.
“We need concrete action to

cope with multiple crises of our
times,” a spokesperson, Tobias
Hauschild, said. “That means the
G7 have to act immediately. They
have to fight hunger, inequality
and poverty.”

The G7 leaders – from the
United States, United Kingdom,
Canada, France, Germany, Italy
and Japan – started arriving in
Germany on Saturday. Their sum-
mit agenda includes issues such
as Russia’s war on Ukraine, cli-
mate change, energy and a loom-
ing food security crisis.

“Russia’s brutal war against
Ukraine is also having an impact
here,” German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz said in a video podcast,
referring to rising prices for gro-
ceries, gas and energy.Aljazeera

Russia promises Belarus
Iskander-M nuclear-capable missiles
Russia will send nuclear ca-

pable short-range missile systems
to its ally Belarus in the coming
months, President Vladimir Putin
has said.

He said Iskander-M systems
"can fire ballistic and cruise mis-
siles, both conventional and nu-
clear types".

The systems have a range of
up to 500km (310 miles).

Tensions between Russia and
the West have escalated, follow-
ing President Putin's decision to
invade Ukraine on 24 February.

Mr Putin has made several
references to nuclear weapons
since then, which some have in-
terpreted as a warning to Western
countries not to intervene.

Speaking in St Petersburg, Mr
Putin also said Russia would help
to modify Belarusian SU-25 war-
planes so that they could carry
nuclear weapons, in response to a
query from Mr Lukashenko.

In a separate development on
Saturday, Ukraine said Russian
forces "have fully occupied" the
key eastern city of Severodo-
netsk, following weeks of fierce
fighting.

Taking the city means Russia
now controls nearly all of Luhan-

sk region and much of neighbour-
ing Donetsk - the two regions that
form the vast industrial Donbas.

In his video address late on
Saturday, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky pledged to
take back "all our cities" occupied
by Russia.

But he said the war with Rus-
sia had entered an emotionally dif-
ficult stage and he did not know
how many more blows and losses
there would be.

On Friday night Russia
launched a barrage of missiles at
targets in the north and west of
Ukraine. At least three people
were killed and more may be bur-
ied under rubble in the town of
Sarny west of Kyiv, a local offi-
cial said.

Some of the rockets were fired
from Belarus, Ukraine said. Be-
larus has provided logistical sup-
port to Russia but its army is not
officially taking part in the con-
flict.

Ukraine's intelligence service
said the missile strikes were part
of Kremlin efforts to draw Belarus
into the war.

Several explosions were re-
ported in Kyiv on Sunday morn-
ing, the city's mayor said.

Russia's capture of Severodo-
netsk comes ahead of a week of
Western diplomacy, with US Pres-
ident Joe Biden flying to Germa-
ny for a G7 summit followed by
Nato talks.

In recent months, the West-
ern alliance has shown signs of
strain and fatigue but on Saturday
UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson
said Ukraine could win its battle
with Russia.

"Now is not the time to give
up on Ukraine," he said.

On Sunday Indonesian Presi-
dent Joko Widodo, who is due to
attend the G7, said he would urge
the Ukrainian and Russian lead-
ers to restart dialogue.

"War has to stop and global
food chains need to be reactivat-
ed," he said.

Inside Lysychansk: No easy
exit from besieged city

At Saturday's televised meet-
ing with his Belarusian counter-
part Alexander Lukashenko in St
Petersburg, Mr Putin said: "We
have made a decision: within the
next few months we will hand over
to Belarus the Iskander-M tacti-
cal missile systems."

BBC

Iran to continue developing
nuclear till West changes ‘illegal

behavior’: State media

Iran will further develop its
nuclear program until the West
changes its “illegal behavior,” said
Iran’s top security official Ali
Shamkhani in a meeting with the
EU’s top diplomat, Iranian state
news agency IRNA reported.
“Iran’s retaliatory actions in the
nuclear sector are merely legal and
rational responses to US unilater-
alism and European inaction and
will continue as long as the West’s
illegal practices are not changed,”
Shamkhani said. Shamkhani did
not detail what practices he was
referring to. Iran’s indirect talks

with the United States on reviv-
ing the 2015 nuclear pact will re-
sume soon, the Iranian foreign
minister said on Saturday amid a
push by the European Union’s top
diplomat to break a months-long
impasse in the negotiations.

“We are prepared to resume
talks in the coming days. What is
important for Iran is to fully re-
ceive the economic benefits of the
2015 accord,” Foreign Minister
Hossein Amirabdollahian said,
adding that he had held a “long
but positive meeting” with EU
foreign policy chief Josep Borrell.

The pact appeared close to
being revived in March when the
EU - which is coordinating nego-
tiations - invited foreign ministers
representing the accord’s parties
to Vienna to finalize an agreement
after 11 months of indirect talks
between Tehran and President Joe
Biden’s administration. But the
talks have since been bogged
down, chiefly over Tehran’s in-
sistence that Washington remove
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) from the US For-
eign Terrorist Organization list.

Alarabiya

 “The government of India,
as a true first responder, has
dispatched 27 tons of emergen-

cy relief assistance in two
flights for the people of Af-
ghanistan,” it said in a state-

ment.
“As always, India stands

in solidarity with the people

of Afghanistan, with whom we
share centuries old ties, and re-
mains firmly committed to pro-

vide immediate relief assistance
for the Afghan people,” it add-
ed.

With India reopened its em-
bassy in Kabul, Afghan citizens
have expressed happiness and

appreciated the country for its
good step. A number of Afghan
students who had passed vari-

ous scholarships from Indian
universities hope they could get
visas from the India embassy

to follow their studies at the
country’s top universities.

On the other hand, most

patients who have been under
treatment at Indian hospitals
could not continue to travel to

India for treatment due to the
fact that India’s embassy was
closed in Kabul. India by de-

ploying its technical team to
its embassy in Kabul can do
more for the people of Afghan-

istan.
Saida Ahmadi

India

reopens

embassy...

From P1


