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Afghanistan rescue plan; what IEA
must do to transition from poorest

country to stable and steady economy
Part II

The United Nations (UN) has
called donor countries for provid-
ing $3 billion in aid to Afghani-
stan before winter arrives. The
United Nations has warned that
they are facing with the gap that
needs to be filled by next winter.

In early of the current year,
the organization had asked $5 bil-
lion in aid for urgent assistance to
Afghanistan to address the needs
of Afghans, but sources to the or-
ganization have said that they have

UN calls for $3 billion in aid for Afghanistan

only got $1.4 billion so far.
The United Nations by seek-

ing $3 billion in aid for Afghani-
stan has warned that the gap
should be filled before winter ar-
rives.

 In its recent report, the orga-
nization has considered Afghani-
stan as a top needy country to be
assisted and provided with food.

Heather Barr, an associate di-
rector of the Women’s Rights Di-
vision at Human Rights Watch,

has told media that the lack of
engagement between the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) and
the world has worsened Afghani-
stan’s economic situation.

“Humanitarian aid is very
important, but a country cannot
rely on it alone. There is still a
very long delay.

 No agreement has been
reached between the Islamic Emir-
ate and Western donors, especial-
ly the United States, to reactivate

Afghanistan’s economy,” Barr
said.

The United Nations estimates
that 19.8 million people in Afghan-
istan are in urgent need of food
aid. Among those who are in ur-
gent need of food, 1.1 million chil-
dren in the country are at risk of
death.

This comes at a time the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) repeatedly said that way
for the solution to the current
problems is the continued engage-
ment between the IEA and for-
eign countries.

Besides, the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan has reiterated that
all humanitarian aid should be con-
ducted beyond any political re-
marks and the world should not
make their continued support and
humanitarian aid conditional and
based on the political circumstanc-
es.

It is worth mentioning that in
the past several months, the world
has provided Afghanistan with
continued assistance, but they are
not enough as the country’s pop-
ulation is facing with increased
poverty and needed to be provid-
ed with urgent humanitarian as-
sistance.

Saida Ahmadi

To gain that end, IEA has to
put an end to ongoing “political
and legal framework” vacuum.
Since August 15, 2021, Afghani-
stan has suffered lack of a politi-
cal and legal framework—the state
affairs are being done without any
approved political-legal frame-
work. Having political and legal
framework to any country and
nation is the bedrock of stability,
development and prosperous fu-
ture. By passing almost 10
months, IEA is unable to build/
define political and legal frame-
work for its state and people. No
one knows what to do, how to do
and when to do?  The First step
towards stability, growth, pros-
perity, and self-sufficient nation,
is making and enforcing of a polit-
ical and legal framework (consti-
tution) which would define rights
and responsibility of rulers and
the ruled, in addition, will show
the pathway of growth and de-
velopment.

As discussed in the previous
part, the first imperative step for
IEA to rescue Afghanistan from
current disaster of poverty is to
end the vacuum of a ‘political and
legal framework’ in the country. A
country lacking the ‘political and
legal framework’ is similar to a
blind person with no sight and
heart. So developing a ‘political
and legal framework’ is the first
urgent step for IEA leadership to
help Afghanistan get out of the
current political dilemma. Follow-
ing this, the second major step of
Afghanistan Rescue Plan focuses
on systematization of the whole
apparatus of the country.

In the 21st century, both hu-
man life and governments run sys-
tematically through systems. To

make it happen, humans need to
arrange systems to have the af-
fairs done effectively. Government
bureaucracies are well-organized
system that avoids any official
authorities to misuse public re-
sources and/or bear negligence to-
wards public affairs. The system-
atization of governance results in
efficiency and effectiveness of
public affairs.

Why systematization?
Certainly, Afghanistan is a

government that has no defined
system. Lack of system results in
the misuse of public properties
and national resources. In addi-
tion, without a system, authori-
ties would neglect people’s affairs
simply because there are no ac-
countability mechanisms to as-
sess the authorities and the gov-
ernment officials. This would lead
to an absence of check and bal-
ance in the country where author-
ities will exert a self-styled way
of governing.

First, the IEA leadership and
policymakers should know how
dangerous the absence of a sys-
tem is both for the government
and the nation. The undesired im-
pact it will leave on public affairs
and delivery of basic public ser-
vices are countless. For example,
hundreds of key and technical
positions are occupied by those
who even don’t meet the basic
criteria of the job. Functionality
of the governmental institutions
are almost crippled. The reason is
obvious because there is no sys-
tem to control the operation and
seek supervision on performanc-
es/achievements of the officials.

The current vacuum of sys-
tem in the government undermined
the image of the state in the eyes

of the public. Besides, lack of a
system, ineffectiveness of gov-
ernmental institutions and exploi-
tation by officials have widened
the distance between the people
and the government. So, it is an
alarming sound to policymakers
of IEA to address the worsening
state of the country.

Whereas, the IEA with hun-
dreds of promises and glad-tidings
came to power. Helpless Afghans
who newly came out of long-wait-
ed US war were hopeful for the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) to secure them brighter fu-
ture. Unfortunately, with the take-
over of IEA, even the previously
limited service delivery saw al-
most a complete suspension

In particular, misusing of
power and public resources are
undeniable facts. Authorities and
those in power are man of all
trades – police, judges and laws.
Lack of laws, systems and sense
of accountability make the author-
ities to do whatever they want to,
exploiting power for their own
interests. Nepotism and cronyism
are ordinary issues within the gov-
ernment structure and the recruit-
ment process. Mostly, public as-
sets are used as the personal asset
by authorities.

Finally, the second imperative
step to rescue Afghanistan’s cur-
rent dire poverty and disaster, IEA
must prioritize ‘systematization’
through the entire government in-
stitutions. So the development and
implementation of the two vital
means — political-legal frame-
work and systematization of the
government — are key to making
a transition from current crisis to
a stable and steady economic
growth…

One of the controversial
topics that scores of Western
and Eastern thinkers, intellec-
tuals, experts, and analysts
have put into debate in the 21st

century is how likely the ‘pow-
er’ shifts from one nation to
another. As there are experi-
mented theories and/or beliefs
that the political power of the
world has moved so far from
one geography to another
and/or from one ethnic group
to another in the course of cen-
turies. If we look at the con-
temporary history of the world,
we could easily find out that
17th century was the era of
Spanish and Portuguese
realm; the 18th century was that
of the British and French; the
European states, including It-
aly and Germany dominated
the world in the 19th century;
however, the 20th century is
mostly referred to as the Amer-
ican century. On the other
hand, most thinkers call the 21st

century as the era of American
decline.

In fact, the United States
emerged as a superpower in
the international arena just af-
ter the World War II, and
sought to disseminate its po-
litical-ideological doctrine with
the help of its international in-
stitutions and strategic allies.
On the other hand, it was dur-
ing the Cold War with the So-
viet that the US ensured its in-
fluence on European states,
making them carry uncondi-
tional confidence over Ameri-
ca’s political superiority.

Following the defeat of the
Soviet,  the United States
sought to expand its Hegemo-
ny over most parts of Asia and
Africa for which it need to win
the support of the European
allies, and it simply did it be-
cause of their confidence over
the US supremacy.

As a result, the US military
units started to intensify the
scale of war in battlefields
across Afghanistan, Iraq and
the Middle East to maintain its
political hegemony in addition
to economic and security in-
fluence through these key stra-
tegic regions. However, the
erosive and/or endless wars
carried out by Muslims against
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the US caused it to fall in the
military and political swamps
as the American politicians and
master minds finally came to
believe that the only way out
of this dark tunnel is to with-
draw from Islamic lands.

In this article, I have tried
to gather reliable reasons and
pieces of evidence that obvi-
ously put forward the possi-
bility of power shift from West
to the East. It should be also
taken into account that the
process of power transition
from one nation to another
takes decades or so, which is
subject to provision of intel-
lectual, political and economic
contexts.

· The United States;
the sick man of the 21st centu-
ry:

On April 2, 2019, the For-
eign Policy Magazine de-
scribed the United States as
the sick man of the twenty first
century, declaring that the US
is unable to stop its national
interests from collapsing. Con-
versely, we see that the histo-
ry of humanity has always wit-
nessed the rise and/or collapse
of great powers – from the
Greek city-states to the Roman
Empire; and from the Egyptian,
Indian and Persian civilizations
to the reign of China and the
Mongols, from the ending up
of the Ottoman Caliphate to the
rise of new liberal order led by
the US.

Therefore, it’s very likely
that the US will sooner or later
witness the same fate of the
past generations. Allah, the
greatest, knows better!

Francis Fukuyama, an
American thinker, has recent-
ly stated that it is not Afghan-
istan that marks the end of the
American era, but the chal-
lenge to its global standing is
political polarization at home.
In fact, the major indicators
that led to the failure and de-
struction of former superpow-
ers originate from both domes-
tic and foreign factors.

 Such factors are clearly
visible through domestic as
well as foreign political situa-
tion of the United States.

According to the Foreign
Policy Magazine, a large num-

ber of US Senators are current-
ly representing foreign gov-
ernments in the US Congress.
The magazine claims that some
of them have been incentivized
by foreign countries who hap-
pen to do lobbying for the in-
terests of those countries at
home.

The Russian intervention
at the US election in 2016 could
be an obvious example to sup-
port this claim. On the other
hand, racism and White su-
premacism have become major
social crises in the United
States as even the Biden ad-
ministration has put these on
his 5 most important priorities.
Given the public debt of the US
which is around $30.37 trillion
in 2022, the US has more than
500 military bases worldwide,
causing its economy to see a
crash in the future.

However, the US war in
Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria
costed more than $7 trillion to
the US, a large amount wasted
to meet no ends.

On the other hand, the US
government pursues a Federal
system based on which each
State has the exclusive right to
exert their own policy, power
and budget aimed at fulfilling
the need of the respective
States; however, they neces-
sarily have to conform to the
US Constitution. Since many
years, a number of States, in-
cluding California, have been
appealing for separation from
the United States.

Therefore, it seems that
there is a potential internal
threat for the US which at any
time could trigger the separa-
tion process like how the Brex-
it took place.

 If this happens, it will lead
to further internal political di-
vision at the United States,
provoking other States to seek
separation.

 On the other hand, it
seems that the taxpayers aren’t
also in line with the policies and
agendas set by the US politi-
cal institutions.

As numerous polls show
that scores of US citizens seem
to have been frustrated from
‘Democracy’ and the slogans
being raised by candidates

during the elections cam-
paigns. Hence, Donald Trump,
a business tycoon, winning the
elections in 2017 signifies the
sheer lack of public confidence
in American politicians and in-
stitutions.

From foreign perspective,
the United States, one of the
leading states that used to be
disseminating the concept of
‘Globalization’ as the basis for
promoting Democracy to oth-
er nations after the World War
II, seems to have been focused
on making America great
again, saying goodbye to cir-
culating the ‘Globalization’ and
its ideology elsewhere. This
shows that the US is gradual-
ly moving towards a decline
from the ideological point of
view.

It’s because the thoughts,
values and concepts (ideolo-
gies) remain flourishing if they
are carried to reach others just
like a flowing water.

If any great power fails to
expand its ideology, this will
ultimately lead to the collapse
of its political order around the
world like what happened to
Communism and the Ottoman
Caliphate.

Moreover, Johan Galtung,
a Norwegian sociologist, who
once had predicted the col-
lapse of Communism, the oc-
currence of 9/11, and the eco-
nomic crisis of 2008, also an-
ticipated in 2000 that the Unit-
ed States would see a political
decline in 25 years.

To be continued…
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Part I

Farmers, in the country’s
southern province of Farah, ex-
pressed happiness over what they
said an increase in watermelon and
other agriculture products this
year, the provincial agriculture
department said the other day.

Ferula and some other sap-
producing plants have also been
said to have given good yields, as
dozens of farmers grew them on
their lands in the neighboring Kan-
dahar province.

Meanwhile, in the same prov-
ince, officials said they have ex-
ported 29 tons of raisins worth
$96 million, this year. However,
they say if their products were
provided with a market inside the
country, especially in the widely-
raisin producing Kandahar, their
exports to foreign countries may
double. Officials at the Farah De-
partment of Agriculture say more
than 5 million tons of watermel-
ons will be harvested from more
than 15,000 hectares of lands in
the province this year. They add-
ed that a large amount of water-
melons were harvested from Posht
Koh and Posht Road districts of
the province.

Abdul Ghani Ebad, an official
of Farah Agriculture and Irrigation
Department, said approximately
15,268 hectares of land has been
cultivated that will yield more than
five million tons year.

On the other hand, farmers in
the province, besides being de-
lightful with the increased water-
melons products, are worried by
the high price of chemical fertiliz-
ers.  “We are very happy to work
to make it easier for the people to
purchase with reasonable prices,”
one of the farmers, Jamil told The
Kabul Times.

Last year, one kilogram of
watermelon in Farah province was
sold for two to three Afghanis, but
this year each kilogram of water-

Farmers cheered up by increased
watermelon products in Farah

melon is sold for up to ten Afgha-
nis.  Coinciding the start of the
fresh fruit harvest season, espe-
cially watermelons and melons in
the country, a number of traders
are complaining about the lack of
marketing for these products and
transit problems with Pakistan.

The emirate government had
better pay serious attention in this
regard. Faint exports through the
corridor and transit challenges that
are likely to worsen these years
to export fresh fruits of the coun-
try. It has been made them wor-
ried the exporters of fresh fruit
called on the government of the
Islamic Emirate to re-open the air
corridors for active export, other-
wise there will be many problems
for the export of their agricultural
items and products.

They say that today, when
security is guaranteed in the coun-
try but other problems have chal-
lenged them, they express hope
that the Afghan markets of Com-
merce will provide good oppor-
tunities for them to export fresh
fruit, which is now the season.

Slowly At the same time, we
have good news about the weath-
er in Badghis province in the agri-
cultural sector. In this province,
farmers have cultivated Ferula

Herb instead of poppy. Ferula or
herb is a commercial plant and it
is very useful wherever it is culti-
vated. The regiment produces
flowers only once during the grow-
ing seasonal juice is collected. Ac-
cording to the statistics of the
Badghis provincial Department of
Agriculture and Irrigation, up to
fifty kilos of sap is obtained from
each acre of Ferula land at the time
of harvest. Most medicines and
other medical products are made
from Ferula syrup. Each kilogram
of beta Ferula juice is sold for up
to 30,000 Afghanis this year. Eco-
nomic experts in Badghis believe
that Ferula farms will change the
economic situation of the prov-
ince’s peasants: Ferula cultivation
takes three to four years and then
it is obtained. If the result is good;
each farmer earns two million Af-
ghanis from one acre of Ferula or
herb farmland. The head of agri-
culture in Badghis province says
1,400 hectares of land have been
cultivated in Badghis province this
year. Last year, only 700 hectares
of land was cultivated throughout
Badghis , the sap of Ferula is  har-
vested from this province and ex-
ported to various countries in-
cluding Iran, Pakistan and India.

 Amiri


