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Pakistan has recently ap-
proved the import of coal from
Afghanistan in rupees instead of
U.S. dollars.

The move, Pakistan’s Sharif
said, will help the country save
precious foreign exchange in his
country, according to a Pakistani
newspaper, the Express Tribune
reported.

Expressing deep concern over
the rising price of coal in the in-
ternational market, he said it was
the main reason for generating ex-
pensive electricity from coal-fired
power plants in the country.

“The coal imported from Af-
ghanistan in rupee will not only
generate cheap electricity but also
helps save the country’s precious
foreign exchange,” Sharif said.

The import of coal from Af-
ghanistan, he said would save more
than $2.2 billion annually, accord-
ing to media.

Pakistan’s Ministry of Rail-
ways was also tasked to take all
necessary steps to ensure prompt
delivery of coal imported from
Afghanistan to power plants.

The formation of a commit-
tee headed by the Pakistan’s de-
fense minister, to expedite the
import process, has become a
need, as the prime minister in-
structed.

Meanwhile, Esmatullah
Burhan, a spokesman for the IEA
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum,
in a press conference on Tuesday
said that Pakistan was a good
market for coal exports, which
should not be lost.

According to him, revenue
from coal exports under IEA rule
were far higher than under the last
government.

Also, report quoted Ahmad
Wali Haqmal, finance ministry
spokesman as saying that the tax
on coal exports was increased to
30% from 20%.

This is to be noted that cur-
rently, coal is sold at $90 per ton,
but from now on, it will be sold at
$200 per ton.

This is clear that Afghanistan
is a mine-rich country, but the
wealth is yet to be extracted to
meet the requirements of the coun-

Coal as energy resource best option
instead of importing power

try’s more than 30 million popu-
lation.

Lack of energy is seriously felt
in the country, as the former min-
istry of water and power contract-
ed the import of electricity from
neighboring countries with mil-
lions of U.S. dollar a year.

The Islamic Emirate can ex-
tract the country’s rich coal mine
and use it as energy resource in-
stead of importing electricity from
other countries

Establishment of a charcoal
factory, to produce energy, is more
effective than importing power
from the neighboring countries.

Over the last more than 20
years Afghanistan spent hundreds
of millions of U.S. dollars to im-
port power, more often facing
long shortage that leaves Afghan
citizens in darkness.

On the other hand, the estab-

lishment of charcoal factories in-
side the country, can also prevent
its export to other countries with
the lowest prices.

The country now, imports its
needed power from the neighbor-
ing countries of Iran and the cen-
tral Asian countries, while it ex-
ports its precious and quality char-
coal to Pakistan. This is a harsh
blow to the country’s economy,
because if some of the country’s
charcoal is exported legally, most
parts of it are smuggled to the
neighboring countries.

Unconfirmed reports said that
some mafia groups in collabora-
tion with certain contract compa-
nies export big parts of the coun-
try’s charcoal to Pakistan. If it was
true, this can destroy our econo-
my.

So, the ministries of mines and
commerce and industry of the Is-

lamic Emirate, in coordination with
each other should resort to the
building of coal power plants in
the country, as it can be built with
only $100 million while the coun-
try has to spend hundreds of mil-
lions to import power.

This can help Afghanistan use
its own raw mine resources for
the benefit of its population, on
one hand and on the other, the
country would get rid of commer-
cial dependence to other nations.
By this, Afghanistan can also be a
self-sufficient country in the field
of power production.

Pakistan is reportedly saving
more than two billion U.S. dollars
a year by purchasing coal from
Afghanistan, while the country
can do it itself in order to help the
raw materials not to be sold at the
lowest prices abroad.

Daud Nejrabi

Nearly 10 million Afghan chil-
dren under the age of five are ex-
pected to receive polio drops dur-
ing the fifth round of the polio
vaccination campaign that has
started this week in the country.

Concerns have increased fol-
lowing identification a positive
polio case in Paktika in recent
months. As usual, vaccinators are
to go home to home to implement
the fifth round of the vaccination
campaign.

Waheed Rahmani, head of the
vaccination campaign in the west-
ern zone, said that 1.1 million chil-
dren under the age of five are ex-
pected to receive the polio drops,
including 720,000 in Herat prov-
ince.

According to health officials,
all Afghan children under the age
of five are expected to receive the
polio drops across the country as
the weather is good during this
round of the campaign.

Badghis provincial director of
public health Mohammad Asif
Qanit says it is determined that
nearly 184,480 children under the

Polio vaccination campaign
launched across Afghanistan

age of five will receive the polio
drops in the province.

Meanwhile, Nimroz provin-
cial director of the vaccination
campaign Matiullah Munib says
the campaign will target 110,000
children under the age of five in
the province, but saying that ob-
stacles being created by some fam-
ilies who do not want their chil-
dren to be vaccinated have stopped
local vaccinators to fully imple-
ment the drive in some parts of
the province.

A local vaccinator Samina Se-
kandari by pointing to the vacci-
nation campaign in the province
said the drive was going with close
cooperation of community elders
and medics and the elders cooper-
ation was necessary as there were
houses that did not let their chil-
dren vaccinated.

A positive polio case has been
identified and registered in Pakti-
ka during the current year, while
four positive cases of polio had
been registered last year in the
country.

Poliovirus outbreak is still

concerning in some parts of the
country. The virus has not treat-
ment and the only way to save
the children from the polio dis-
ease is the vaccine.

Sima Rahim, an Afghan citi-
zen who is paralyzed due to po-
liovirus, says I would not be par-
alyzed if I had been vaccinated.
She said she vaccinated all her chil-
dren. With praising the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA), she
is asking all families to be cooper-
ative with health personnel and
help their children receive polio
drops.

Currently, Afghanistan and
Pakistan remain the only two po-
lio-endemic countries in the world.
The Islamic Emirate of Afghani-
stan (IEA), WHO, UNICEF and
health partners are calling for a
combined effort to ensure safe
access to vaccinate all children in
the country particularly remote
areas.

Every Afghan has a role to
play in ending polio in Afghani-
stan.

Saida Ahmadi

Today, the threat of a hu-
manitarian crisis is growing in
many regions of the world, as-
sociated with the severe eco-
nomic consequences of the
coronavirus pandemic, disrup-
tion of global supply chains
and logistics, as well as de-
structive climate change.

The continuing grave hu-
manitarian situation in Afghan-
istan is of particular concern.
Today, the Afghan people are
facing serious socio-econom-
ic problems.

According to UN esti-
mates, almost half of the coun-
try’s population – 18 million
people – is vitally dependent
on humanitarian aid. More
than half of all Afghan children
under the age of five will suf-
fer from malnutrition in the near
future.

Drawing the attention of
the international community to
this important problem, Presi-
dent of Uzbekistan Shavkat
Mirziyoyev, during his speech
at the 76th session of the UN
General Assembly, emphasized
that “in the current difficult
period, it is impossible to iso-
late Afghanistan, leave it alone
with the existing big problems.”

In order to ensure system-
atic, centralized and targeted
delivery of humanitarian goods
to Afghanistan and other coun-

International multifunctional
transport, logistic hub for humanitarian

assistance to be established in Uzbekistan
tries, in accordance with the
Decree of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan, the
Termez Cargo Center logistics
terminal in Surkhandarya re-
gion has been given the sta-
tus of an International Multi-
functional Transport and Lo-
gistics Hub for Humanitarian
Assistance.

The international hub has
all the necessary infrastructure
– an international airport, a riv-
er port, a railway and highways
connecting with Afghanistan,
there is also a one-of-a-kind
large logistics terminal “Termez
Cargo Center”, located in close
proximity to the Afghan bor-
der and equipped with the
most modern technology and
equipment.

The leadership of the Unit-
ed Nations, other leading in-
ternational organizations and
many states support Uzbeki-
stan’s efforts to provide hu-
manitarian assistance to Af-
ghanistan using the available
opportunities in Termez.

Uzbekistan provides all
possible assistance to the fra-
ternal people of Afghanistan.
In September and December
2021 the Government of the
Republic delivered two large
humanitarian cargoes with a
total volume of more than 5
thousand tons through Ter-

mez. On April 30, 2022, on the
eve of the holy Muslim holi-
day of Ramadan Eid, our coun-
try delivered about 4 thousand
tons of humanitarian cargo to
the people of Afghanistan. All
this humanitarian aid consist-
ed of food, medicine, clothing,
textile products, wheat and
coal.

Uzbekistan, using infra-
structure and transport and
logistics opportunities in the
city of Termez in Surkhandarya
region, assists international
organizations and individual
countries in carrying out their
humanitarian activities in Af-
ghanistan.

 In December 2021, the Of-
fice of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) sent the first batch
of humanitarian aid from Ter-
mez to Afghanistan, consist-
ing of 40 tons of basic neces-
sities. In February 2022, the
Office sent 20 tons of humani-
tarian aid with basic necessi-
ties from Termez to Tajikistan
as part of assistance in prepar-
ing for a possible influx of ref-
ugees from Afghanistan.

UNHCR has given the
Management office in Termez
the status of a Regional Hu-
manitarian Logistics Hub with
the possibility of expanding
the geography of humanitari-

an cargo deliveries.
The UN World Food Pro-

gram (WFP) regularly sends
humanitarian supplies from
Termez to Afghanistan. Ac-
cording to the WFP, from No-
vember 2021 to the present,
about 42 thousand tons of
food products have been sent
through Termez to Afghani-
stan.

In addition, the Interna-
tional Organization for Migra-
tion, the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross, the Euro-
pean Union and other interna-
tional structures and foreign
countries are also interested in
using the transit potential of
Uzbekistan.

The creation of an Interna-
tional Hub corresponds to the
interests and efforts of the in-
ternational community in the
Afghan issue.

The most important thing
is that this will make it possi-
ble to promptly deliver essen-
tial goods to the people of Af-
ghanistan and, thus, provide
effective assistance to the Af-
ghan people in overcoming the
humanitarian crisis.

Uzbekistan is ready for ac-
tive cooperation in this matter
with all international partners.

Embassy of Uzbekistan in
Kabul

In Islam, there are two main
religious festivals or days of jubi-
lations. They are called Eid-ul-Fitr
and Eid-ul-Adha respectively.

Eid-ul-Fitr is celebrated at the
end of a month-long practice of
fasting every day while Eid-ul-
Adha is celebrated on the follow-
ing day of Hajj, the pilgrimage to
the house of Almighty Allah in
Makkah of Saudi Arabia. The
meaning of Eid in Arabic is “some-
thing which occurs or comes again
and again”.

The simple reason for the
adoption of this word to denote
the Islamic festivals is that we al-
ways wish these joyful occasions
to happen again and again.

Eid al-Adha or the Feast of
Sacrifice, is celebrated by Mus-
lims all over the world as a major
holiday for a period of three to
four days. The majority of Mus-
lims will attend the special
prayers held at different major
mosques and Eidgahs in Afghani-
stan and all over the world.

Eid al-Adha: the feast of sacrifice
Muslims usually wear new

clothes and some exchange gifts
while children are entertained.

When asked about the origin
of Eid al-Adha, The Prophet of
Islam, Muhammad (PBUH), is
reported to have said, “It is a tra-
dition that has come down to us
from Ibrahim (PBUH).”

The Feast of Sacrifice dates
from the historic event when
Prophet Ibrahim was command-
ed by God, in a form of a dream
vision, to sacrifice his son, Ismail.
But while he was in the act of sac-
rificing his son, the Almighty Al-
lah sent the Angel Jebreil with a
huge ram.

Jebriel informed Hazrat Ibra-
him that his dream vision was ful-
filled and instructed him to sacri-
fice the ram as a ransom for his
son. The story is mentioned in
Chapter 37th of the Holy Quran.

Eid al-Adha enjoys special
significance because the Day of
Sacrifice marks the climax of Hajj
or Pilgrimage, the fifth pillar of

Islam. This annual pilgrimage to
Makkah and Madinah in Saudi
Arabia is an obligation only for
those men and women who are
physically and financially able to
perform it once in their lifetime.

To imagine that the animal
sacrificed is supposed to carry
away the sins of the persons mak-
ing the sacrifice is an entirely er-
roneous conception of the teach-
ings of Islam on the subject.

The sacrifice of an animal dur-
ing these days is a symbol where-
by a Muslim declares their will-
ingness and determination to kill
the animal within them, to sacri-
fice themselves, their power and
all their beloved ones in order to
win the eternal pleasure of their
Lord. If such a person does not
put in their level best to accom-
plish that self-abnegation after
performing their sacrifice, they are
in no way different from the one
who kills an animal for the pur-
pose of food.

Masouda Qarizada


