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Hijab has direct link to morality of individuals
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Afghan people mostly social
media users criticized the recent
coal contract between Afghanistan
and Pakistan, saying the move

Pakistan’s coal imports
from Afghanistan criticized

would seriously damage the coun-
try’s economy.

The issue of extraction of
mines including coal and other

precious minerals should be made
clear for the people, a Kabul resi-
dent told The Kabul Times by
anonymity. The Afghan citizens

ask the Ministry of Mines and
Petroleum for giving details about
the type of contract with Paki-
stan.

This is while, the ministry
rejected signing contracts in min-
ing sector with any country in-
cluding Pakistan but called the
neighboring country a good mar-
ket for the Afghan coal exports.

“We do not have a formal con-
tract with Pakistan or any other
country. We sell coal to the do-
mestic sector and do not impose
any restrictions on its export, but
wherever there is a good market,
the coal is exported to. Now, Pa-
kistan is a good market for the
country’s coal,” the ministry’s
spokesman Esmatullah Burhan
told media.

He said currently, about
100,000 Afghan citizens  are work-
ing in this sector to earn a piece of
bread. The coals that Afghan trad-
ers bring to Ghulam Bandar sell
there for about 50,000 to 55,000
Pakistani rupees per ton.

Although it is not clear who
owns these domestic companies,
but there are allegations from so-
cial media users that the compa-
nies have links with some Afghan
certain officials.

The Ministry of Mines and
Petroleum of the Islamic Emirate
has not commented about the
claims.

According to the mining law,
the nature of the contract with all
companies must be clear on what
principles the contract was signed.

The spokesman for the Min-
istry of Mines and Petroleum,
said between 10,000 and 15,000
tons of coal were exported to Pa-
kistan daily, but reports quoted
Pakistani officials as saying last
month that the figure was 500,000
tons a month.

He said in accordance with the
geological research, there are more
than eighty different coal mines
in Afghanistan, from which only
17 are currently being extracted.

According to the Ministry of
Mines and Petroleum, the reve-
nue that came from coal mines had
reached to 429 million Afghanis
in the past week.

According to the spokesman,
there are currently 186 contracts
with various domestic mining
companies across the country, of
which only 60 have been signed
by the Islamic Emirate govern-
ment and the rest contracts are
signed by the officials of the pre-
vious system.

Recently, Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif has ap-
proved the import of coal from
Afghanistan in rupees instead of
the U.S. dollars, saying the move
will help the country save pre-
cious foreign exchange.

It is determined that Afghani-
stan Ulama Jirga is going to be held
today ‘Thursday’ at Loya Jirga
Hall in Kabul.

Three representatives mostly
religious figures and a dignitary
have been selected by military and
civil institutions of the Islamic
Emirate to participate in the Jir-
ga.

Besides, two dignitaries and a
religious cleric from each city dis-
trict along with head, deputy and
three members of each province’s
ulama council have been selected
and introduced to participate in
the assembly. The number of par-
ticipants of the jirga will reach to
3,000 and it will continue for three
straight days. The Islamic Emir-
ate’s Spokesman, Zabiullah Mu-
jahid, said that the Islamic Emir-
ate’s leadership decided to hold
the gathering following the call of
many scholars to convene such a
gathering.

Reopening girls schools to be also
discussed in Ulama assembly in Kabul

“A large number of religious
scholars called on the leadership
of the Islamic Emirate of Afghan-
istan on holding a gathering,” the
IEA spokesperson Zabiullah
Mujahid said in a tweet.

“The leadership of the Islam-

ic Emirate also accepted their re-
quest and a large gathering of schol-
ars will be held in Kabul today.
From each province and district,
a large number of religious schol-
ars and tribal leaders will partici-
pate.” It is determined that the

country’s ulamas will also decide
on reopening or keeping closed
girls schools at the gathering.

The Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan (IEA) has repeatedly
said they are working on a mech-
anism for reopening of the girls
schools in the country.  Mawlavi
Abdul Hadi Hamad, a religious
scholar from Kandahar, by point-
ing to the ulama’s great assembly
in Kabul has told media that the
gathering will possibly discuss on
current IEA system.  “It seems it
will be a consultative gathering.
As far as I know and have talked
to the people, all say they’re ac-
cepting the system as there’s no
alternative for the current sys-
tem,” Mawlavi Hamad said, add-
ing that some suggestions might
be raised for the amendment with-
in the system.
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As council and jirga is considered as one of the historic tra-
dition of the Muslim people of Afghanistan and one of the most
important ways for solution of differences and reaching high
goals meeting the interests of all, the holy religion of Islam has
always supported this principle, ordered and persuaded its fol-
lowers to consult and debate  on all political and social issues
as in consultation decisions are adopted in a logical and better
way, different thoughts and opinions if are about an issue raised
and various perspectives of the issue are reviewed.

The Muslim people of Afghanistan by inspiring and follow-
ing orders of the Almighty Allah and verdicts of the holy reli-
gion of Islam have turned to this historic and pleasant tradition
‘shura and jirgas’ for the past several centuries. By holding jir-
gas and gatherings they have reached agreement on big political
and social goals as the country’s history witnesses of this rea-
son.

In consideration to important of jirgas in the country that
have always resulted in solution of gaps among our nation,
now our people’s hopes are to see logical solution of all prob-
lems, ways for maintaining peace and stability and necessary
decisions on the country’s future.

The people of Afghanistan, ulamas and a large number of
religious scholars from the country under the leadership of the
Islamic Emirate have continually insisted on holding a great
jirga to find ways for solution of all social and political issues.

The leadership of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA)
by accepting this request that has come from the people and
ulamas has planned to hold the consultative jirga in which a
large number of religious scholars and tribal elders will partic-
ipate.

Nearly 3,000 participants mostly religious figures and digni-
taries are to sit across the table to talk about the Islamic system,
national unity and economic and social issues. They may also
confer on how to bring improvement to the Islamic system.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) leadership hopes
that decisions of the grand jirga of ulama and dignitaries that
will continue for three straight days will have a positive in-
come. The Muslim nation is also hopeful that their dream will
come true and a solution for all catastrophes as increasing pov-
erty will end in the country.

Afghans’ expectation from
ongoing Ulama council
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