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Hijab has direct link to morality of individuals
in society.
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Efforts from both the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) and
international aid agencies are un-
derway for the earthquake-affect-
ed families in Paktika and Khost
provinces.

Tents, food, and medical sup-
plies are arriving in these prov-
inces following a deadly earth-
quake and powerful aftershock.

The death toll resulting from
the June 22 earthquake rose to
about 1,150 on June 24, accord-
ing to the IEA officials.

The officials had early said
that at least 1,600 people were
injured when the earthquake hit
three mountainous regions near the
Pakistani border. An aftershock on
June 24 killed five more people
shortly after the IEA authorities
announced that search-and-rescue
operations had ended.

The United Nations children’s
agency has said that 121 of those
who were killed in the 6.1-magni-
tude earthquake in Afghanistan

Efforts underway to respond
earthquake-affected

 families in Afghanistan

this week were children. Moham-
ed Ayoya, UNICEF Representa-
tive to Afghanistan, said as of late
Thursday night, at least 1,036
people were reported killed and
more than 1,643 reported injured.
The toll included 121 deaths and
67 injuries among the children,
according to the official.

 He said that Bermal district
in Paktika province has the high-
est number of casualties and that
several thousand homes were de-
stroyed or damaged.

Meanwhile, the State Minis-
try for Disaster Management said
more than 3,000 houses have been
destroyed due to the recent earth-
quake that shook southeast Af-
ghanistan.

The deputy State Minister
for Disaster Management, Ghu-
lam Ghaws Nasiri, said the rescue
operations have not finished and
there is the possibility of a spike
in reported casualties.

The IEA has sent 50 ambu-

lances, 5 helicopters to evacuate
those injured as a result of the
earthquake as well as cash assis-
tance as the country’s Prime Min-
ister in an emergency meeting held
to respond the quake-hit families
has announced 1 billion aid to the
quake-hit families.

On the other hand, Interna-
tional aid continues to come into
Afghanistan to help people affect-
ed in the recent devastating earth-
quake in the southeast provinces
of the country.

In response to the earthquake,
an MSF team has opened an 8-
bed clinic in Bermal, Paktika Prov-
ince, to stabilize injured patients
before they can be referred and
the team also started providing
psychological first aid.  MSF
teams have donated medical sup-
plies and tents to health facilities
in Gayan and Bermal. Increasing
concern about the lack of safe
water and adequate sanitation in
Bermal, MSF is looking at solu-

tions to ensure its provision to
the population and the health fa-
cilities.

Other aid organizations such
as the local Afghan Red Crescent
Society (ACRS) and World Food
Program have stepped in to assist
the most vulnerable families with
food and other emergency needs
like tents and sleeping mats in
Paktika and Khost provinces.

The United Nations said it
was deploying health teams and
providing medical supplies, but
said it does not have search-and-
rescue capabilities in Afghanistan.
The World Health Organization
has also warned that the crisis
could add to the risk of cholera
developing across the country.

It is worth mentioning that a
6.1-magnitude earthquake has
killed and injured thousands in
Afghanistan’s southeastern Pak-
tika and Khost provinces.

Amiri

First of all, I offer Paradise to those martyred as a result of recent
tragic earthquake in different parts of the country, particularly in Pak-
tika, wish speedy recovery to those wounded and patience to our
dear countrymen especially the families of the victims.

As all our countrymen are aware of the recent natural disasters,
both earthquakes and floods in different parts of the country, espe-
cially in Paktika, Khost and Nangarhar provinces, hundreds of our
countrymen including women, children and aged individuals have lost
their lives and sustained heavy and light injuries, hundreds of residen-
tial homes destroyed completely or partially, with the death toll is
feared to rise.

With the help of the Islamic Emirate and the people, rescue teams
have arrived in various parts of the country to reach out to the earth-
quake affected countrymen. In addition, they are there to provide and
send necessary aid to the area to prevent further casualties.

After an emergency meeting held by the Islamic Emirate officials to
urgently respond the earthquake-battered families, relevant agencies
including the Ministry of Defense (MoD) and the Ministry of Public
Health (MoPH) have been tasked to provide emergency assistance
and dispatch rescue teams to the area.

In order to take immediate steps to help the families affected by the
earthquake, the first step is to provide 100,000 Afghanis to the family
of each martyr and 50,000 Afghanis to the family of each injured
person.

Although air and ground rescue teams have now arrived in the area
to prevent further casualties, lack of specific equipment and facilities
and heavy rains in the area have hampered rescue operations.

The earthquake-affected families and people in the area need more
help and assistance as besides increasing casualties in the respective
areas, thousands of our countrymen are now homeless and have no
shelter as their homes have been destroyed and are now living in the
open air and have various problems.

As urgent aid have been dispatched to the quake-hit families in the
respective areas and aid distribution process is underway, all national
and international aid agencies, humanitarian organizations, Afghan busi-
nessmen inside and outside the country, and all Afghans to join hands
with Afghans and their countrymen in the current sensitive conditions
and spare no aid to the incident’s victims.

The Afghan businessmen and people are asked to fulfill their Islam-
ic and humanitarian responsibilities in this regard.

At the end, may the Almighty Allah grant Paradise to the martyrs of
this great tragedy and tragic event, speedy recovery to the wounded
and patience to the families of the victims of this tragedy.

Let’s spare no assistance to
our vulnerable countrymen


