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KABUL: Deputy Prime Min-
ister on Economic Affairs Mullah
Abdul Ghani Beradar opened a
limited joint venture ‘Afghan In-
vest’ firm in Kabul.

In the opening ceremony held
yesterday, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter on economic affairs said that
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) particularly the economic
commission was fully supporting
traders and investors.

“Traders are always partici-
pating in economic committee’s
meetings and their problems are
heard and addressed,” Mullah
Beradar said, adding that the Al-
mighty Allah has granted Afghans
a rich country having vast mines.

He called on Afghan investors
together invest in their country as
they can find dignity in their home
country not elsewhere.

Deputy prime minister fur-

ther said that the IEA wanted all
those cadres and traders living
abroad to return home and togeth-
er work with their Afghan broth-
ers.

It is worth mentioning that the
limited joint venture ‘Afghan In-
vest’ firm started its operation by
investing $250 million in four big
sectors (mines, energy, construc-
tion, and agriculture).
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K
ABUL: A group of
armed militants at
tacked a worship

place belonging to the Sikh com-
munity, on Saturday.

The temple was partly dam-
aged after the attackers armed with
light weapons and packed with
explosive devices detonated their
ordnances at its entrance gate in
the western part of Kart-e-Par-
wan area, leaving scores wounded
and dead.

The attackers have also been

Attack on Hindu-Sikh
community widely condemned

shot dead during the harsh gun-
fire, according to the country’s
ministry of interior.

A security personnel was also
killed in the incident, according to
the ministry’s spokesman, Abdul
Nafay Takor.

Zabihullah Mujahid, spokes-
man of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan, in a tweet condemned
the attack on civilians and Sikh
community.

“The Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan condemns in the stron-

gest possible terms the enemies’
attack on the Sikh and Hindu com-
munity temple in Kabul,” said
Mujahid adding that the IEA ex-
press its deepest condolence to
the families of the victims.

He assured that serious ac-
tions will be taken to identify and
arrest the perpetrators of the crime
and to punish them seriously.

Former Afghan President Ha-
mid Karzai condemned the attack
and called it a “terrorist incident.”

Karzai called for the start of a

national dialogue to establish long-
term peace and stability and plead-
ed for the country to be saved from
suffering through the unity of all
Afghans.

“I strongly condemn the hei-
nous and cowardly terrorist attack
on our Sikh community Gurdwara
in Kart-e Parwan,” said Abdullah
Abdullah, former chairman of the
High Council for National Recon-
ciliation.

Richard Bennett UN Special
Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in Afghanistan in his
twitter said, everyone has the right
to live and worship in peace. “I
strongly condemn attacks on Sikh
& Sufi communities in Kabul and
Kunduz”.  Tomas Niklasson, Spe-
cial Envoy of the European Union
for Afghanistan on a tweet said
that “attacks on civilians must
stop, minorities must be protect-
ed and the rights of all ethnic and
religious groups (minorities and
majorities) must be upheld.”

The UN Assistant Mission in
Afghanistan on Twitter said that
it strongly condemns the attack
on a Sikh temple in Kabul, that is
reported to have resulted in nu-
merous casualties. Attacks on ci-
vilians must becaused immediate-
ly.” S.Naqibullah

KABUL: Acting Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA)
Mawlavi Amir Khan Muttaqi met
yesterday with Uzbekistan Na-
tional Security Council’s Advisor
and the president’s Special Rep-
resentative on Foreign Policy mat-
ters and Uzbek President’s Spe-
cial Envoy to Afghanistan Ismat-

FM Muttaqi meets Uzbek
NSC Advisor

KABUL: Deputy Prime
Minister of the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan Mawlavi Abdul
Salam Hanafi met with Saudi
Arabia deputy ambassador
Badr Ibrahim Majul Al-Otaibah,
a statement from his office said
the other day.

In the meeting, both sides
discussed relations between
the two countries, the state-

PM Hanafi receives
Saudi deputy ambassador

ment said.
The IEA Deputy Prime

Minister thanked the Saudi
government for his country’s
assistance and cooperation in
jihad against the Soviet Union.

Issues related to the trans-
fer of Afghan pilgrims and pro-
viding more facilities for them,
while staying in Saudi were
discussed, according to the

statement.
Saudi Arabia’s Deputy Am-

bassador Al-Otaibah vowed to
share Hajj and other issues
with his government to address
any problems facing them, the
statement quoted him.

Both sides, also spoke
about strengthening friendly
relations between the two
countries. The Kabul Times

ulla Irgashev and accompanied
delegation.

In the meeting, bilateral rela-
tions between Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan, current situation,
transit and strengthening of trade
between the two countries were
discussed. Abdul Aziz Kamilov
considered Afghanistan’s securi-
ty as security in Uzbekistan, add-

ing that mutual and close coordi-
nation should be done for bilater-
al trade and good transit.

Briefing about coming eco-
nomic and political conference will
be attended by high-ranking rep-
resentatives of regional and world
countries and institutions which
will be held in Uzbekistan in late
July, Abdul Aziz Kamilov invited
the IEA acting minister of foreign
affairs for participation in the con-
ference.

Acting Minister of Foreign
Affairs Mawlavi Amir Khan Mut-
taqi thanked Kamilov for visiting
Kabul and congratulated him on
his new duty and by praising
Uzbekistan for cooperation with
Afghanistan in political, econom-
ic and human fields said that both
countries had good bilateral rela-
tions.

Muttaqi further said that it
was time to fix with coming chang-
es in the world and region and
positively make use of the chang-
es, adding that an Afghan delega-
tion led by the minister of com-
merce would visit Uzbekistan to
strengthen trade ties between the
two countries to reach self-suffi-
ciency.

The Kabul TimesKABUL: Construction of a
waterpower-supply plant was
kicked off in the country’s south-
ern province of Maidan Wardak,
a local official said the other day.

The project, which is expect-
ed to be launched in Tuptdasht
area of the province, will cost up
to 40 million Afghanis (each U.S.
dollar equals to some 90 Afgha-
nis), according to the provincial
governor office’s statement re-
leased the other day.

The Ministry of Interior is
said to pay the fund from its own
budget, said the statement.

The provincial police training
center will be provided with round
the clock electricity, after the
completion of the project, accord-
ing to the statement.
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Power plant to be built in
Maidan Wardak

KABUL: Afghanistan Cen-
tral Bank ‘Da Afghanistan Bank’
has announced it would auction
$12 million in the market today
‘Monday’ through a bidding pro-
cess to reduce the value of US
dollar against afghani.

In a statement released by the
bank, the country’s central bank
asked eligible money changers,
banks and money services com-
panies to take part in the bid-
ding.

The statement added that in-
dividuals or companies that

DAB to auction $12 million
wanted to take part in the bidding
process should clear their past
accounts. It is worth mentioning
that the country’s central bank

also auctioned $11 million in the
market last week to reduce the
value of US dollar against afghani.
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Deputy PM Beradar opens
‘Afghan Invest’ firm in Kabul

KABUL: First Deputy Prime
Minister of the Islamic Emirate,
Mullah Abdul Ghani Beradar
Akhund met with the Uzbek Na-
tional Security Council Advisor
and Special Representative of the

Tashkent to invite IEA authorities to
International Conference on Afghanistan

President for Foreign Policy, Ab-
dul Aziz Kamilov at the Char
Chenar Palace, here on Sunday, his
office said

Both sides discussed bilateral
relations and strengthening rela-

tions of Afghanistan with the in-
ternational community and early
launching of major economic
projects and mutual cooperation,
a statement released from his of-
fice said.

“After the Islamic Emirate’s
takeover of Afghanistan, a new
chapter is opened in relations be-
tween the two countries and we
are optimistic to see joint talks
are being held on Afghanistan’s
economic reconstruction and
strengthening the economic sys-
tem,” said the Uzbek envoy as
quoted in the statement.

Tashkent would host an inter-
national conference on Afghani-
stan on July, to which a high-level
representative of the Islamic Emir-

ate would also be invited, said
Kamelov.

The IEA Deputy Prime Min-
ister, Mullah Abdul Ghani Bera-
dar Akhund congratulated Ka-
milov on his new appointment
and welcomed the international
conference being hosted by Tash-
kent, calling it a positive step to-
wards building ties between the
two nations.

Beradar also stressed that
Uzbekistan should immediately
complete its semi-built projects
in the power-supply and air avia-
tion sector, including the railway
from Tashkent to Peshawar
through Afghanistan.
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