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Millions stranded as flooding
causes havoc in Bangladesh, India

Heavy rains have caused
widespread flooding in parts of
Bangladesh and India, leaving
millions stranded and at least
57 dead, officials have said.

In Bangladesh, about two
million people have been ma-
rooned by the worst floods in
the country’s northeast for
nearly two decades while near-
ly one million people have been
affected by the flooding.

At least 100 villages at Zaki-
ganj were inundated after
floodwater rushing from In-
dia’s northeast breached a ma-
jor embankment on the Barak
River, said Mosharraf Hossain,
the chief government adminis-
trator of the Sylhet region.

“Some two million people
have been stranded by floods
so far,” he told AFP, adding
that at least 10 people have
been killed this week.

Many parts of Bangladesh
and neighbouring regions in

India are prone to flooding,
and experts have said that cli-
mate change is increasing the
likelihood of extreme weather
events around the world.

Every extra degree of glo-
bal warming increases the
amount of water in the atmo-
sphere by about 7 percent, with
inevitable effects on rainfall.

At least 47 people have
been killed in India this week
in days of flooding, landslides
and thunderstorms, according
to local disaster management
authorities.

In Assam state, which bor-
ders Bangladesh, at least 14
people have died in landslides
and floods.

Assam authorities said on
Saturday more than 850,000
people in about 3,200 villages
have been affected by the
floods, triggered by torrential
rains that submerged swaths
of farmland and damaged thou-

sands of homes.
Nearly 90,000 people have

been moved to state-run relief
shelters as water levels in riv-
ers run high and large swathes
of land remain submerged in
most districts.

‘We don’t have enough to
eat’

Al Jazeera’s Pavni Mittal
reporting from central Assam
said the Hojai district has been
one of the worst affected ar-
eas.

“[The rescue boats are] re-
trieving bodies, carrying relief
material and rescuing strand-
ed villagers who have been
stuck without food and other
necessities for days.”

The dozens of families that
have been staying at a relief
camp in Hojai said that they
need more help from the gov-
ernment, Mittal said. “We wor-
ry about our future. We don’t
know what we will do. We don’t

think there’s any hope for us,”
Rahima Khan told Al Jazeera.

“We have left our cattle and
we don’t have enough to eat.
We have been here for a while
and we are still waiting for
help.”

At least 33 people were
killed in eastern Bihar state in
thunderstorms on Thursday.

More than three dozen
people were injured in the un-
seasonal weather events that
damaged hundreds of hectares
of standing crops and thou-
sands of fruit trees.

Bihar has also suffered an
intense heatwave this week,
with temperatures reaching 40
degrees Celsius (104 degrees
Fahrenheit).

Villagers make their way on
a raft past homes in a flooded
area after heavy rains in Naga-
on district, Assam state, India

‘Blessing and curse’
In Bangladesh’s Zakiganj,

people were seen fishing on
submerged roads and some
residents took their cattle to
flood shelters.

Bus driver Shamim Ahmed,
50, told AFP, “My house is un-
der waist-deep water. There is
no drinking water, we are har-
vesting rainwater.

“Rain is simultaneously a
blessing and a curse for us
now.”

All the furniture in widow
Lalila Begum’s home was ru-
ined, she said, but she and her
two daughters were staying
put, hoping the waters would
recede within a day or two.

“My two daughters and I
put one bed on another and are
living on top of it,” she said.
“There’s a scarcity of food.
We’re sharing one person’s
food and one meal a day.”

Aljazeera

The Kabul Times Daily is accepting subscribers for the
year 2022
For government institutions, ministries and ordinary Afghans:

• Annual Subscription Fee: 4,000 AFG
• Six months subscription fee: 2,000 AFG
For domestic companies and non-government organizations (NGOs):
• Annual Subscription Fee: 6,000 AFG
• Six Months Subscription Fee: 3,000 AFG
For schools and universities students:
• Annual Subscription Fee: 2,000 AFG
• Six Months Subscription Fee: 1,000 AFG
For foreign embassies, non-government and international organizations:
• Annual Subscription Fee: 8,000 AFG
• Six Months Subscription Fee: 4,000 AFG
MoIC Bank Account at Da Afghanistan Bank: 1215361

Photo By: HUG Media

Naw Shakh, 7,492-meter Hindu Kush mountain peak, the highest in
Afghanistan

Ukrainian director denounces Russian presence at Cannes
Ukrainian director Dmytro

Sukholytkyy-Sobchuk criticized
the Cannes Film Festival for in-
cluding a Russian director in its
line-up, as the debut filmmaker’s
“Pamfir” was shown at Cannes’
Directors Fortnight on Saturday.

The festival has banned offi-
cial Russian delegations from at-
tending, but Russian dissident
Kirill Serebrennikov, who has
spoken out against the invasion

of Ukraine, premiered his in-com-
petition film “Tchaikovsky’s
Wife” at the festival on Wednes-
day.

“When he’s here, he is part of
the Russian propaganda, and they
can use him,” Sukholytkyy-Sob-
chuk told Reuters on Saturday.

The Russian director Sere-
brennikov had said earlier this
week that Russian culture should
not be boycotted, saying that

Russian culture “has always pro-
moted human values.”

The Ukrainian director
Sukholytkyy-Sobchuk described
the sensation of being in Cannes
while his country fights against a
Russian invasion as “alien”.

“Everything what’s happened
here, it’s something that would not
belong in Ukraine - the peaceful
life... We have (an) opposite real-
ity,” he said.

A
bdul Malik Hamdard,
an Afghan citizen, has
started a campaign to

pass a peace message titled “We
don’t want another war in any
name in whole country” to all the
people of Afghanistan. In a bicy-
cle ride he started, Hamdard
shared the debate of ‘no another
war’ with the people in early
March. He said he shared his de-
cision for the campaign on social
media in early May as he rode to
many parts of the country to pass
his message to the people.

“I want to pass this message
to my people in Afghanistan and
people living abroad as I’ve re-
cently started riding my bicycle,”
Hamdard said, adding that he is
riding to villages, mosques, parks,
palaces, markets and districts to
pass the message to the people.

“I have a plan to launch cam-
paign for peace and pass the mes-
sage of peace to everyone. For
time being, I want to debate about
the harms of another war with

“We do not want another war in
any name in whole country”

people to inform them of the neg-
ative outcomes of another war in
the whole country,” Hamdard in-
sisted, saying that he rides his bike
only on Fridays but has plan to
expand his campaign on other days
of the week in future.

“After starting the campaign
in early March and sharing the
decision directly and indirectly on
social media, I planned to openly
start the campaign from my home
in Paghman. Today, I started the
bicycle ride with a board written
the peace message in Paghman to
convey the message to people in
the district’s market, villages, val-
ley, mosques, parks and palaces,”
Hamdard said, adding that the
message was welcomed by the
people most of whom took his
photos.

Hamdard further said that his
bicycle ride took hours to pass
the message place to place to
those visiting Paghman during Fri-
day.

“As a normal human being, I
was against the war in the past

and will be against another war in
future too as each war brings only
destruction, killing, revenge and
enmity from generation to gener-
al,” Hamdard said.

He added it is enough and the
people did not want another war
in one or another name, stressing
that they did not want to see dis-
placement or funerals of Afghans
anymore.

It is worth mentioning that
Abdul Malik Hamdard had previ-
ously launched such campaigns
against continued war in the past
too. He will first pass the mes-
sage ‘We don’t want another war
in any name in whole country’ to
people at the district level, and
then he will pass the message to
people in provincial level and all
over the country. Now that it’s
has been peace in the entire coun-
try following the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan (IEA) takeover, the
people of Afghanistan are against
any other war in any name in the
country.

Nik Mohammad Nikmal

A gesture of wisdom towards the stability of Afghanistan:

IEA invites Afghan
personalities to return home

By: Nasratullah Hapal
The political commission of

contact with Afghan political and
military personalities abroad
made public its 15 clauses’ proce-
dure in a press conference.

The article 7th of the political
commission procedure says: “the
commission will issue a special
identification card to any of those
Afghan personalities who return
home after assurances of political
commission, and the commission
should prepare a secured and hon-
orable life, and like all other Af-
ghans may enjoy trusting safety.”
Furthermore, the clause 8 of the
procedure says: “Those Afghans
who come back to the country
through this commission, based on
the decree of general amnesty of
the supreme leader of IEA, no one
is allowed to prosecute, torture
and threat them as per their pre-
vious jobs.” The head of the com-
mission Shahabudin Dilawar
called upon Afghan political and
military figures to return home
and there is no threat to them-
selves and their properties.

After August 15th and follow-
ing the collapse of the US-backed
regime, hundreds of political, mil-
itary and civil service figures have
fled the country, still living abroad.
The US and its allies have evacu-
ated thousands of Afghans who
had worked with the US and its
partners in the past 20 years. Ac-

cording to the reports, the major-
ity of the political and military
figures are willing to return home
if the IEA guarantees their life and
property.

Sadly, many of these person-
alities are under the direct super-
vision of the host countries and
some of them have even been de-
ported back. It is clear that living
as refugee is the most difficult part
of life one bears. Although, the
politicians and all military and civil
service members of the previous
regime were given a general am-
nesty by the IEA supreme leader,
they left the country and chose a
self-exiled life.

Beside, living as asylum seek-
ers in other countries put the dig-
nity and prestige of Afghans per-
sonalities under a question and
jeopardy. It is more likely that the
antagonists of Afghan people in-
vest and hire some of them to
work against the government, sta-
bility and peace of Afghanistan.
The enemies of Afghanistan might
misuse Afghan personalities in
self-exile and coerce them to work
for their interest, no matter if it
requires them to harm their own
people. It is usual that the enemy
states might get benefits of their
undesirable political and social
conditions in exile.

At the same time, inside the
country, the supporters of those

personalities are important be-
cause they are part of the nation,
so they will play a strong role in
the stability and development of
the country. It is clear that every
political and military leader has
its own supporters in Afghani-
stan. If the leaders of those folks
[supporters] are abroad and/or in
exile, they will feel that their lead-
ers are forcefully exiled, so their
supporters would automatically
stand with the enemy of the cur-
rent government. So, it is on gov-
ernment not to give this chance to
the antagonist states and individ-
uals to misuse Afghan personali-
ties and their supporters, aimed
at harming our unity and fragile
stability. Certainly, the decision
of IEA is most welcomed by ev-
ery individual Afghans inside and
outside the country. Such steps
are urgent necessity of time for
Afghanistan. We must move from
division toward unity, and from
reprisals to amnesty. All Afghan
factions and personalities must
forget the unfortunate past and
think of a prosperous future for
all. For sure, such decisions and
steps pave the way for stable,
secured and prosperous tomor-
row.  People of Afghanistan from
all backgrounds and classes should
see themselves in the government
and sense that the government is
theirs and they are of the govern-

ment as a single body.
Consequently, the success of

the process of having Afghan per-
sonalities returned to the country
depends on the full honesty and
serious commitment of IEA and
the <commission of contact with
political and military figures>. So,
it is a must for IEA to stand firm
on its promises and remove barri-
ers of the way for returning of
Afghan personalities to their
homes with dignity and honor. If
this process is succeeded practi-
cally, this would be one of the great
achievements to IEA and all Af-
ghan nation. This would lead to
thousands of ordinary Afghan di-
aspora coming back home with
pride and willingness, something
very few might imagine to come
true as for now.

So, the big test lays ahead of
the commission to be passed
through successfully.
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