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NATO Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg says that Finland
and Sweden have officially ap-
plied to join the world’s biggest
military alliance, a move driven by
security concerns over Russia’s
war in Ukraine.

“I warmly welcome the re-
quests by Finland and Sweden to
join NATO. You are our closest
partners,” Stoltenberg told report-
ers on Wednesday after receiving
their application letters from the
two Nordic countries’ ambassa-
dors.

“This is a historic moment,
which we must seize,” Stoltenberg

Finland and Sweden submit
applications to join NATO

said at NATO headquarters in
Brussels.

Neutral throughout the Cold
War, the two countries’ decision
to join the alliance is one of the
most significant changes in Eu-
rope’s security architecture in de-
cades.

The applications must now
be weighed by the 30 member
countries. That process is expect-
ed to take about two weeks, al-
though Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has expressed
reservations about Finland and
Sweden joining.

If his objections are overcome,

and accession talks go as well as
expected, the two could become
members within a few months.
The process usually takes eight
to 12 months, but NATO wants
to move quickly given the threat
from Russia hanging over the Nor-
dic countries.

Canada, for example, says that
it expects to ratify their accession
protocol in just a few days.

Several NATO allies, most
notably the United Kingdom, have
offered security assurances to Fin-
land and Sweden during the ap-
plication period before they are
covered by the alliance’s mutual

defence pact.
“Over the past few days, we

have seen numerous statements
by allies committing to Finland
and Sweden’s security. NATO is
already vigilant in the Baltic Sea
region and NATO and allies’ forc-
es will continue to adapt as nec-
essary,” Stoltenberg said.

Stoltenberg also said NATO
allies “are determined to work
through all issues and reach rapid
conclusions”.

“All allies agree on the impor-
tance of NATO enlargement. We
all agree that we must stand to-
gether,” he said.

Al Jazeera’s James Bays, re-
porting from Brussels, said Fin-
land and Sweden’s integration into
NATO should be straightforward
from a military standpoint.

“The two countries served
alongside NATO in Balkans and
Afghanistan and have modern mil-
itaries,” he said.

“They say their military
equipment is inter-operable with
NATO systems.”

Public opinion in Finland and
Sweden has shifted massively in
favour of membership since Rus-
sia invaded Ukraine on February
24.

owever, the historic bids of
the two countries to become
NATO members have hit a road-
block after Erdogan took a tough
stance against the Nordic expan-
sion.

Erdogan said on Monday that
Swedish and Finnish delegations
“should not bother” to travel to

Ankara after Stockholm an-
nounced the two countries would
send officials to try to change
Turkey’s stance.

Ankara blames Sweden and,
to a lesser extent, Finland for back-
ing groups considered “terrorists”
by the Turkish government. Swe-
den has also been implementing
arms sanctions on Turkey since
the latter carried out a cross-bor-
der operation into Syria in 2019.

Turkish Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu, who is on a
trip to the United States, is sched-
uled discuss NATO membership
of the Nordic countries with Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken on
Wednesday.

The decision to seek a place
under the NATO umbrella repre-
sents a setback for Moscow, with
the war in Ukraine triggering the
very kind of enlargement of the
alliance on Russia’s borders that
it took to arms to prevent.

So far, Moscow’s response
has been unexpectedly muted,
having previously warned of steps
of a “military-technical” nature
and that it could deploy nuclear
weapons in its European exclave
of Kaliningrad were the countries
to join.

President Vladimir Putin said
on Monday that Swedish and
Finnish NATO membership
posed no threat to Russia, but
cautioned that Moscow would
respond if the Western alliance
boosted military infrastructure in
the new Nordic members.

aljazeera

After almost three months of
relentless assault, Mariupol has
fallen. Ukraine's military says its
combat mission in the besieged
port is over. More than any other
Ukrainian city, Mariupol has
come to symbolise the ferocious
brutality of Russia's assault and
the stubbornness of Ukraine's re-
sistance.

On Wednesday 23 February,
Ivan Stanislavsky left his camera
bag at the office. He was on his
way to see the layout of his new
book on Mariupol's Soviet-era
murals at a colleague's house, and
didn't want to lug the gear around.
He could always pick it up the
next day. But on Thursday, as he
stood in the street outside his
locked and deserted office, he
could hear thunderous sounds roll-
ing in from the east. The city was
under fire. As the conflict intensi-
fied, and gunfire became audible
to the west too, Ivan moved his
mattress into the hall. He piled

Mariupol: The 80 days that
left a flourishing city in ruins

up his large collection of art books
- including the Encyclopaedia of
Ukrainian Rock Music - against
the windows of his flat in the dis-
trict of Primorsky.

"Let's say it was not a waste
of a library," says the 36-year-old
photographer, who is also a press
officer at Ukrainian premier league
football club FC Mariupol.

Across town in the neighbour-
hood of Kalmiusky, businessman
Yevhen was also taking precau-
tions. The 47-year-old had told
his family to pack so they could
escape the city. But when he re-
turned from the office, he found
no packing had been done. His
family refused to leave.

In an apartment in the same
block, metallurgists from the near-
by steelworks, Nataliia, 43, and
Andrii, 41, were already slicing the
last two loaves they had been able
to buy, leaving them to dry out so
they could eat them piece by piece
over the weeks ahead. bbc

Flight data indicates a China
Eastern Airlines plane that
crashed in March was intention-
ally put into a nose-dive, accord-
ing to US media reports.

Investigators have so far not
found any mechanical or techni-
cal faults with the jet, the reports
say, citing a preliminary assess-
ment by US officials.

The Boeing 737-800 was fly-
ing between the southern Chinese
cities of Kunming and Guangzhou
when it crashed.

All 132 passengers and crew
on board the plane died in the
crash.

"The plane did what it was
told to do by someone in the cock-
pit," according to the Wall Street
Journal, which first reported the
story, citing a person familiar with
US officials' preliminary assess-
ment of the cause of the crash.

Data from one of the plane's
"black box" flight recorders, which
was recovered from the crash site,
suggested that inputs to the con-
trols pushed the plane into a near-
vertical dive, the report said.

ABC News, citing US offi-
cials, also reported that the crash
was believed to have been caused
by an intentional act.

Investigators looking into the
crash are examining whether it was
due to intentional action on the
flight deck, with no evidence
found of a technical malfunction,
according to Reuters, which cited
two people briefed on the matter.

China plane crash: What do
we know so far?

China Eastern Airlines previ-
ously said the three pilots on board
were qualified and in good health.

China Eastern plane
crash likely intentional,

US reports say
The airline separately told the

Wall Street Journal that there was
no indication that any of the pi-
lots was in financial trouble.

China Eastern Airlines did not
immediately respond to a BBC
request for comment.

The Civil Aviation Adminis-
tration of China (CAAC), which
is leading investigations into the
crash, also did not immediately
respond to a BBC request for
comment.

Last month, the CAAC said
reports that the plane may have
been crashed deliberately had
"gravely misled the public" and
"interfered with accident investi-
gation work".

Investigators are still in the
process of analysing flight data
and the wreckage from the crash,
Chinese state media outlet the
Global Times reported on
Wednesday.

It also said the CAAC will
continue to "carry out the acci-
dent investigation in a scientific,
rigorous and orderly manner".

The Chinese embassy in
Washington, the US National
Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB), and plane maker Boeing
declined to comment on the Wall
Street Journal's report, due to
guidelines set out by the United
Nations' International Civil Avia-
tion Organization.

"Under the rules regarding
crash investigations... only the
investigating agency can comment
on an open air accident investiga-
tion," a Boeing spokesperson told
the BBC on Wednesday.

Unprecedented opportunity to reintegration ...
From P3

 For the past five decades, those super powers sought their own interest at the cost of regional instability
and not prosperity. The three mentioned states have been competing in the region to increase their influence
which prompts regional confrontation and hostility among the nations of the region.

To attain  a stable and prosperous future for our now and next generations, we all must get rid of the super
powers.  What prevents nations of South and Central Asia to go to reintegration and cooperation? Nothing,
except the dirty politician of the current corrupt agent rulers and the interest of their masters.

The nations of the entire region are connected with the rope of Islamic Aqeedah that ties them to the
degree which nothing can split them off. So, what has prevented Muslim people this great region, is nation-
alistic policies and to some degree, to secure the interests of the US, China, Russia and previously UK.
Hence, we must learn from the past failures and colonial politics and turn to regional integration and unifica-
tion once again as we had in the past. 

To conclude, the nations of South and Central Asia must not lose the unprecedented opportunity of
reintegration and cooperation in many fronts. From open transportation to visa easiness, good communica-
tion, lifting business barriers, energy transition, investment and economic cooperation.

The golden opportunity must not be lost because of political and other senseless reasons. The nations of
the both regions should come together and work for their own prosperous and bright future, rather than work
for the interests of US, China and Russia in the whole region. At this time, Afghanistan is free and in the hands
of its own people.  The country is ready to play its vital role to connect South Asia with Central Asia which
is an urgent need for the development and prosperity of all nations in the region. Unsure if this opportunity
might come again or not. 

Four key climate change indicators all set new record highs in
2021, the United Nations has said, warning that the global energy
system was driving humanity towards catastrophe and calling for an
urgent transition to renewable energy. Greenhouse gas concentrations,
sea level rise, ocean heat and ocean acidification all set new records last
year, the UN’s World Meteorological Organization (WMO) said in its
State of the Global Climate in 2021 report released on Wednesday.

“Our climate is changing before our eyes,” said WMO chief Petteri

Key climate change indicators hit
record highs in 2021: UN report

Taalas. “The heat trapped by hu-
man-induced greenhouse gases
will warm the planet for many
generations to come. Sea level rise,
ocean heat and acidification will
continue for hundreds of years
unless means to remove carbon
from the atmosphere are invent-
ed.”

The levels of climate-warm-
ing carbon dioxide and methane in
the atmosphere in 2021 surpassed
previous records, the WMO said.
The report also confirmed that the
past seven years were the top sev-
en hottest years on record. Glo-
bally, the average temperature last
year was 1.11 degrees Celsius
above the preindustrial average, as
the world inches closer to the 1.5
C threshold beyond which the ef-
fects of warming are expected to
become drastic.

KABUL: The country’s Ag-
riculture, Irrigation and Livestock
Ministry (MAIL) has begun the
revival of pistachio forests, as it
kicked off the plantation of thou-
sands of saplings in northern Sa-
mangan province, the ministry
said in a statement.

The move is part of a plan,
the country, made to revive the
pistachio forests in most part of
the mountainous province, with
seasonal rain feeding them, ac-
cording to the statement.

“Up to 100,000 pistachio
bushes, costing 48 million afghani
would be planted all over the
mountains and hills of the Aibak
city, the provincial capital of Sa-

Pistachio forests
being revived in

Samangan, ministry
mangan province,” according to the
source.

The project is said to help at
least 1,000 people access direct
jobs for six months in the prov-
ince.

Afghanistan’s agriculture min-
istry has earlier kicked off culti-
vation of thousands of pistachio
saplings in the neighboring Sar-e-
Pul province, part of its effort to
boost agriculture in the land-locked
nation.

Many provinces such as Sa-
mangan, Sar-e-Pul, Badghis, Jauz-
jan and Badakhshan have proper
hilltops for growing pistachio and
pine nuts in mountainous Afghan-
istan.  The Kabul Times


