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More than 60 believed killed after
school attack in east Ukraine

A
t least 60 people are
missing and feared
dead in the debris of a

burned-out school after a Russian
air raid in eastern Ukraine.

The governor of the Luhansk
region, Serhiy Haidai, said on Sun-
day that two people were con-
firmed dead after Russian forces
dropped a bomb on the school,
and 30 civilians had been pulled
from the debris.

About 90 people had been
sheltering in the school in the vil-
lage of Bilohorivka, said Haidai,
and a fire following Saturday’s
attack engulfed the building.

“The fire was extinguished
after nearly four hours, then the
rubble was cleared and, unfortu-
nately, the bodies of two people
were found,” Haidai wrote on the
Telegram messaging app.

“Thirty people were evacu-
ated from the rubble, seven of
whom were injured. Sixty people
were likely to have died under the
rubble of buildings.”

Ukraine and the West have
accused Russian forces of target-
ing civilians and war crimes, charg-
es Moscow rejects.

Russia’s 10-week-old war on
Ukraine has killed thousands, de-

stroyed cities, and driven five mil-
lion Ukrainians to flee the coun-
try.

The besieged port city of
Mariupol, a strategic target for
Russian forces, has been virtually
annihilated with the last 300 ci-
vilians trapped in the bombed-out
Azovstal steelworks evacuated on
Saturday.

Evacuation efforts on Sunday
will now focus on getting the
wounded and medics out of the
steel plant.

Ukrainian fighters in the fac-
tory have vowed not to surrender
and Russian forces are seeking to

declare a victory in the prolonged
battle for the vast plant in time
for Monday’s Victory Day cele-
brations in Moscow, which com-
memorate the Soviet Union’s tri-
umph over Nazi Germany in
World War II.

The Soviet-era Azovstal steel
mill, the last holdout for Ukraini-
an forces in the port city, has be-
come a symbol of resistance to
the Russian effort to capture
swaths of eastern and southern
Ukraine.

Aljazeera

Lula launches
presidential
campaign to
‘transform’

Brazil
Brazil’s former President

Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva has of-
ficially launched his campaign
for presidential election, calling
on people to unite behind him
to defeat “the totalitarian
threat” without mentioning far-
right incumbent Jair Bolsonaro.

“We’re ready to work not
only to win the election on Oc-
tober 2, but to rebuild and trans-
form Brazil, which will be even
more difficult,” the 76-year-old
left-wing icon told a rally in Sao
Paulo on Saturday, making his
political comeback official four
years after he was jailed on con-
troversial corruption charges.

“The most serious moment
the country is going through
forces us to overcome our dif-
ferences and build an alternative
path to the incompetence and
authoritarianism that govern
us,” the leftist leader said.

“We want to join democrats
of all political positions, class-
es, races and religious beliefs …
to defeat the totalitarian threat,
the hatred, violence and discrim-
ination hanging over our coun-
try,” he said to a cheering crowd.

The 76-year-old left office
in 2010 as the most popular
president in Brazilian history,
after presiding over an econom-
ic boom that lifted some 30 mil-
lion Brazilians from poverty.

While campaigning will start
in August, the left-wing icon has
been unofficially campaigning
since March 2021, when a court
annulled the corruption convic-
tions that sidelined him from
politics.

Aljazeera

Saudi Arabia, UAE
strongly condemn

‘terrorist’ attack on
Egyptian troops in Sinai

Saudi Arabia and the UAE
strongly condemned Satur-
day’s “terrorist attack” that tar-
geted the Suez Canal zone
abutting the Sinai Peninsula
and claimed the lives of 11
troops.

Saudi Arabia’s foreign min-
istry reaffirmed that the King-
dom stands with Egypt
“against everything which tar-
gets its security and stability,”
the official Saudi Press Agen-
cy (SPA) reported.

It also commended the
Egyptian army’s efforts in
combating “terrorist and de-
structive” attacks and offered
the Kingdom’s deep condo-
lences to the families of the

victims and wished those in-
jured a speedy recovery.

The UAE’s foreign minis-
try also reaffirmed its stance in
support of all measures that
Egypt takes to protect its se-
curity and stability.

“The UAE strongly con-
demns these criminal acts and
[completely] rejects all forms of
violence and terrorism that aim
to undermine security,” the
ministry said according to
state news agency (WAM).

Eleven Egyptian soldiers
and five others were injured on
Saturday while trying to foil a
“terrorist” attack on a Suez
Canal zone.
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Thailand targets homegrown
mRNA COVID-19 vaccine

rollout by end-2022
Thailand may start rolling out

its first locally-developed COV-
ID-19 vaccine that deploys the
same technology used by Pfizer
Inc. by the end of this year after
successfully concluding its human
trials, the government said.

Bangkok-based Chulalongko-
rn University, which has devel-
oped the vaccine, will submit the
results of the trials to the Thai
Food and Drug Administration
soon for approval, Traisuree
Taisaranakul, a government
spokeswoman, said in a statement
Saturday.

The first batch of the vaccine,

named ChulaCov19, was found to
be safe in clinical trials and pro-
duced more immunity than the
Pfizer shots approved for use in
Thailand, she said.

The mRNA shots would be
produced locally by Thailand-
based vaccine manufacturer Bio-
Net-Asia Co., which can manu-
facture 20 million doses annually.

While researchers in Thailand
are developing more than a dozen
COVID-19 vaccines in a bid to
cut reliance on foreign supplies,
Chulalongkorn’s shot is the most
advanced.

Thailand is already home to

AstraZeneca Plc’s only manufac-
turing facility in Southeast Asia
through a partnership with Siam
Bioscience Pcl., and supplies vac-
cines to countries including Indo-
nesia, Vietnam, Malaysia and Tai-
wan.

Thailand has seen its omicron-
fueled COVID-19 wave ease in
recent days with new cases aver-
aging about 8,000 a day from a
peak of almost 30,000 in early
April. The decline in cases has al-
lowed the tourism-reliant South-
east Asian country to scrap COV-
ID-19 testing requirements and
quarantine for foreign arrivals.

North Korea in
new missile
launch, say
neighbours

North Korea has fired a sub-
marine-launched ballistic missile
into the sea off the east coast of
the peninsula, according to South
Korea and Japan.

If confirmed, it would be the
latest in a series of missile tests
by Pyongyang.

It comes just days before the
inauguration of South Korea's new
president, Yoon Suk-yeol, who
has vowed to take a firmer line
with the North.

The Japanese defence minis-
ter called the launch an unaccept-
able threat to the international
community.

The minister, Nobuo Kishi,
also told reporters that Japan
would continue to "strengthen
defence capabilities drastically".

On Friday, the US State De-
partment warned that North Ko-
rea could be preparing to conduct
a nuclear weapons test, its first in
five years.

The BBC's Jean Mackenzie in
Seoul says the timing of the latest
launch is particularly significant
and puts pressure on the incom-
ing South Korean leader.

He is due to be sworn into
office on Tuesday and is sched-
uled to meet US President Joe
Biden in Seoul on 21 May.

US and South Korean intelli-
gence sources believe a North
Korean nuclear test could come in
between those two events.

Last month, North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un pledged to
step up his country's nuclear
weapons programme.

He was speaking at a huge
military parade to mark the armed
forces' founding anniversary, at
which banned intercontinental
ballistic missiles were displayed.

KABUL: The Ministry of
Mines and Petroleum of the Is-
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan has
informed of collecting more than
332 million afg revenue in just six
days.

The ministry, in a tweet has
said that from 21 – 27 March, it

332m afg revenue
collected in a week,

ministry
has collected more than 332 mil-
lion afg revenue.

The ministry added that in
first day 21.9 million was collect-
ed, 13.1 million collected in 2nd
day, 27.4 million in 3rd day, 3.8
million in 4th day, 17 million in
5th day and 249.3 million AFG in

6th day of the week starting from
21 – 27 March of the current.

It is to be noted that revenue
coming from the country’s mines
has increased unprecedentedly in
recent months.
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