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Federal government employ-
ees in the United Arab Emirates
will be entitled to a week-long hol-
iday for Eid al-Fitr, the Emirates
news agency (WAM) announced
on Thursday.

According to the latest deci-
sion by the UAE Cabinet, all fed-
eral government entities will be-
gin the Eid holiday from April 30

UAE updates Eid al-Fitr holiday dates
for federal government employees

through May 6, with duties to
resume on May 9, in light of the
consecutive weekend.

An earlier announcement said
that government employees will
observe the holiday from the 29th
day of Ramadan through Shaww-
al 3 which corresponds to April
30 through May 3 or 4, depend-
ing on when Eid will actually

start.
The holy month lasts 29 or

30 days based on when the cres-
cent moon is seen.

Eid al-Fitr celebrations follow
the end of the holy month of Ra-
madan and the dawn-to-dusk fast-
ing for millions of Muslims glo-
bally.

alarabiya

The Pentagon has developed
a weapon specifically for Ukraine
to use against Russia as the Krem-
lin shows no signs of easing its
invasion, a senior US defense of-
ficial said Thursday.

The “Phoenix Ghost” is a
drone similar to the Switchblade
drone, which the Pentagon has al-
ready dispatched to Ukraine.

“It’s designed to deliver a
punch,” the official told report-
ers, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity.

Washington will provide more
than 120 of these custom-made
drones to Ukraine, which will help
them target Russian troops and
equipment.

“What I can tell you about the
[drone] is that this was rapidly
developed by the Air Force, in
response, specifically, for Ukrai-
nian requirements,” the official
said. Later, Pentagon Press Secre-
tary John Kirby seemingly con-
tradicted the comments and said
the unmanned aerial system was
already in development before
Russia invaded Ukraine almost

Pentagon developed custom-made ‘Ghost
drone’ for Ukraine to use against Russia

two months ago. Kirby said the drone was designed to “attack targets.”
Pressed about the differing statements between his comments and

the senior defense official, Kirby said: “It was developed before [the
invasion]… but it was developed for a set of requirements that very
closely match what the Ukrainians need right now in Donbass.”

The senior defense official also said Moscow had sent in three more
battalion tactical groups (BTGs) since Wednesday, providing an update
on the number of Russian forces inside Ukraine. alarabiya

Boris Johnson has met his
Indian counterpart Narendra
Modi to discuss defence, energy
and trade ties.

Mr Johnson said he wanted
their negotiators to agree a post-
Brexit free trade deal before Di-
wali in October.

However, the prime minis-
ter is facing more questions
about his leadership and lock-
down parties in No 10.

On Thursday, MPs gave the
go ahead to an inquiry into
whether he misled Parliament
over the issue.

The government had tried to
delay the vote by MPs, but made
a U-turn after opposition from
within its own party.

The PM now faces an inves-
tigation by the Commons Privi-
leges Committee, which will
launch once the Metropolitan
Police has finished its own probe
into the gatherings.

Last week, Mr Johnson was
fined for breaking Covid laws at
an event in Downing Street. He
had previously told MPs laws
were not broken in No 10, lead-
ing to accusations from opposi-
tion parties that the prime min-
ister had misled them.

Conservative MP Tobias
Ellwood, who has previously
been critical of the PM, told the
BBC it is a matter of "when not
if" Mr Johnson faces a vote of
no confidence from his MPs.

The Defence Committee
chair also rejected suggestions
from the prime minister's allies
that the leadership should not be
called into question while the war
in Ukraine continues, saying the
crisis is being used as a "fig-leaf".

The meeting between Mr
Johnson and Mr Modi in India's
capital came on the final day of
Mr Johnson's two-day trip to
the country, which has been de-
layed by Covid.

bbc

Boris Johnson and
India's Narendra

Modi discuss
defence and trade

UK doctors believe they have documented the longest Covid infec-
tion on record - a patient they treated who had detectable levels of the
virus for more than 16 months, or 505 days, in total.

The unnamed individual had other underlying medical conditions
and died in hospital in 2021.

Persistent infections such as this are still rare, say the London
medics. Most people naturally clear the virus, but the patient in ques-
tion had a severely weakened immune system.

Chronic infections like these need studying to improve our under-
standing of Covid and the risks it can pose, say experts.

The patient first caught Covid in early 2020. They had symptoms
and the infection was confirmed with a PCR test.

They were in and out of hospital many times over the next 72
weeks, for both routine checks and care.

On each occasion - about 50 in all - they tested positive, meaning

Longest Covid infection
lasted more than 16
months, tests show

they still had Covid.
The doctors, from King's Col-

lege London and Guy's and St
Thomas' NHS Foundation Trust,
say detailed lab analysis revealed
it was the same, persistent infec-
tion, rather than repeated bouts.

The patient could not shake
the infection, even after being giv-
en antiviral drugs.

This is different to "long Cov-
id", where symptoms persist af-
ter the infection has gone.

One of the medics who will
be presenting the findings at a
medical conference - the Europe-
an Congress of Clinical Microbi-
ology and Infectious Diseases - is
Dr Luke Blagdon Snell.

He told the BBC: "These
were throat swab tests that were
positive each time. The patient
never had a negative test.

Ankara mosque, Sheberghan city

Pakistani warplanes have re-
cently bombed refugee camps
along the Durand Line inside Af-
ghanistan, where scores of civil-
ians have been reportedly killed
or wounded.

Pakistani authorities claim
that the comps were the shelter
of terrorist cells of the Pakistani
Taliban who enter Pakistan for
carrying out terrorist attacks.

If the reports were true, why
they do not share with the author-
ities of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan. Under the Internation-
al law, if two countries have a prob-
lem, they should resolve it through
dialogue and diplomatic channels.
This has not been done, and Paki-
stan has crossed the Durand Line
without a contact with Islamic

Good neighborliness, international
law must be observed

Emirate officials.
It has bombed residential and

civilian areas, killing innocent peo-
ple, a move which is a clear inva-
sion of Afghanistan territory.

The Government of Afghani-
stan strongly condemned this hei-
nous act of the Pakistani govern-
ment and called on the neighbor-
ing country not to repeat such
acts.

The people of Afghanistan
have always been indebted to the
humanitarian aid of the people of
Pakistan but call on the military
and government officials of that
country to stop interfering in the
country’s internal affairs.

Pakistani politicians have long
supported certain groups and dur-
ing the last 43 wars and conflicts

in Afghanistan, when a party or
group comes to power, they in-
cited other groups to keep war
prolong in the country.

Such a maliciousness of Paki-
stan against Afghanistan yet to
end, while the country free of all
types of terrorist activities and is
completely safe from the north to
south and the east to the west and
repetition of such act can highly
affect relations between the two
countries.

The Pakistani politicians and
intelligence agency should under-
stand that Afghanistan was/is a
good neighbor and a true friend of
all its neighbors including Paki-
stan, if it avoid interfering in the
internal affairs of the country.

M. Daud.

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un exchanged friendly let-
ters with outgoing South Korean
President Moon Jae-in this week,
in what North Korean state me-
dia described as a rare moment of
positive news for both countries.

The Korean Central News
Agency, a North Korean state
news agency, reported that Moon
sent Kim a letter earlier this week
and said he would continue to
work towards Korean unification
after his retirement. Kim, in re-
turn, thanked Moon for his work

North and South Korean leaders
in rare exchange of letters

on behalf of the “great cause of
the nation,” the news report said.

Kim also said their joint ef-
forts gave him “hope for the fu-
ture” and said that he hoped “in-
ter-Korean relations would im-
prove”.

South Korea confirmed that
the pair had exchanged letters on
Friday. The exchange of letters
comes at a tense time on the Ko-
rean peninsula as satellite imag-
ery shows new excavation at the
nuclear test site in Punggye-ri, sug-
gesting that Pyongyang may be

renewing nuclear activity after
closing down the site in 2018.

North Korea also test-fired a
new tactical guided weapon last
weekend to coincide with the an-
niversary of the birth of founder
Kim Il Sung and, in late March,
broke a four-year moratorium on
testing international ballistic mis-
siles. Analysts say there could be
more testing around April 25 when
Pyongyang celebrates the found-
ing of the Korean People’s Army.

Moon is due to complete his
five-year term when President-

elect Yoon Suk-yeol from the Peo-
ple’s Power Party takes office on
May 10. Under South Korean law,
presidents can serve only a single
five-year term.

Moon has used his term in
office to engage with the North
and met Kim an unprecedented
three times during his presidency.
He has also set a long-term goal of
officially ending the Korean War,
which concluded in an armistice
rather than a peace treaty in 1953.

Moon’s desire for reconcilia-
tion, however, has not kept his
administration from calling for
more sanctions against North
Korea following the recent round
of ICBM launches, according to
NK News.

In February, he also warned
that the Korean peninsula would
be engulfed in a “crisis” if nuclear
or long-range missile tests re-
sumed. North Korea, in turn, has
issued strong warnings against any
military activity by its southern
neighbour and said that it was ca-
pable of “extermination”.

Incoming President Yoon has
been described as more “hawkish”
than Moon and has said his for-
eign policy towards the North will
focus on “complete denuclearisa-
tion”, as well as issues of “reci-
procity” and “human rights”.

aljazeera


