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KABUL: The acting Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs Minister of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
Mawllavi Amir Khan Muttaqi, in
a telephone conversation with his
Iranian counterpart, Amir Abdul-
lahian, discussed some key issues
including recent incidents against
Afghan refugees in the neighbor-
ing country, a statement of the
ministry said the other day.

The two sides talked on Af-
ghan refugees’ overall problems in
Iran, recent incidents, security of
diplomatic missions and diplo-

FM Muttaqi, Iranian counterpart
discuss bilateral issues via telephone

mats, trade, economy, and other
issues of mutual interest, the
statement said.

Minister Muttaqi said an Af-
ghan delegation would soon visit
Iran to discuss issues of Afghans
residing and incarcerated in Iran.

The two sides said that some
malicious circles and self-interest-
ed media are trying to create en-
mity among the Afghan and Irani-
an people, paving the way for vi-
olence.

Stressing prevention of such
issues, they pledged to allow no
one to create an atmosphere of

mistrust between the two friend-
ly and neighboring nations.

The Iranian foreign minister
expressed pleasure over IEA lead-
ership’s order to ban narcotic cul-
tivation and trade, assuring coop-
eration with Afghan traders to cre-
ate alternative livelihoods.

Minister Muttaqi thanked his
Iranian counterpart for his good-
will, adding that his endeavor was
for Afghan traders to be enabled
to copy, cultivate, and utilize Ira-
nian agriculture to grow fruitful
products instead of opium.
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KABUL: Deputy Prime Min-
ister on Political affairs, Mawlavi
Abdul Kabir chaired the Cabinet
political commission meeting on
Wednesday, a statement from Arg

said.
Various issues were discussed

and the Deputy Prime Minister,
said that tension between Afghan-
istan and neighboring countries

should be addressed through dip-
lomatic channels, the statement
said.

The members of the commis-
sion stressed that borders tensions

IEA condemns in stron-
gest terms burning of the Holy
Quran in Linköping, Sweden,
and calls on Swedish authori-
ties to severely punish perpe-
trators of this act and to pre-
vent such incidents that dese-
crate Islamic sanctities from
occurring.

It is said that the perpetra-
tors plan on repeating this
crime, in which case, it will ag-
gravate sensitivities of Mus-
lims across the globe, leading
to undesired consequences for
all.

It is responsibility of the
Swedish government to take
serious steps in preventing
such evil by malicious circles.
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MoFA statement on burning of
holy Quran in Sweden

T
he World Bank (WB)
has resumed work on
three big projects worth

$450 million focused on the coun-
try’s health, agriculture and liveli-
hoods.

 However, the WB would
maintain a hold on some $150
million for some education
projects.

The World Bank put four
projects worth $600 million on
hold amid increasing concerns

World Bank resumes work
on projects in Afghanistan

over a decision by the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) to
temporarily stop girls from re-
turning to high schools in the coun-
try.  But the bank’s guidance re-
quires all ARTF-financed activi-
ties to support access to and eq-
uity of services for both women
and girls in Afghanistan, the bank
said, citing its deep concerns over
the temporarily ban on girls at-
tending high school in the coun-
try.

As a result, the bank said, the
four projects would be presented
to ARTF donors for approval only
“when the World Bank and inter-
national partners have a better
understanding of the situation and
confidence that the goals of the
projects can be met.”

It is worth mentioning that the
World Bank has recently said that
Afghanistan is facing with an un-
precedented humanitarian crisis.
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are not in the interest of anyone,
efforts should be done in accor-
dance with mutual respect and
good neighborhood, according to
the statement.

Meanwhile, tensions between

Afghanistan and neighboring coun-

tries raised recently, after arrest-

ing and torturing of Afghan refu-

gees in Iran and the Pakistan’s air-

strikes on Khost and Kunar Prov-

inces that caused strong reaction

from the Islamic Emirate.

Spokesman of the Islamic

Emirate of Afghanistan Zabihul-

lah Mujahid said: “Pakistan

should not test the patience of

Afghans on such issues and not

repeat the same mistake again or

it will have bad consequences”,

according to the statement.
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KABUL: The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan rejects as
rumor any rocket fire on the neigh-
boring Uzbekistan’s Termez dis-
trict, a statement from the coun-
try’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said Wednesday.

A rumor went viral on social
media saying some rockets have
been fired from Afghanistan soil
on Termez district of Uzbekistan,
few days ago.

The ministry in a statement
said the situation along the border
between Afghanistan and Uzbeki-
stan border was normal. “There
is no matter of concern,” the state-
ment assured.

“As a responsible govern-
ment, the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan, assures all neighboring
countries that enough security
forces have been deployed to con-
trol the borders,” the statement
said noting that no one would be
allowed to disrupt security along
the two countries border regions.
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KABUL: Mawlavi Abdul Al-
eem, Zanwak Muftizada, head of
Baihaqi Books Publishers of the
Ministry of Information and Cul-
ture (MoIC), has said that work
on the translation and interpreta-
tion of the Holy Quran into Pash-
to language has been completed
and sent to the Ministry of Hajj
and Religious Affairs to edit and
review and will be soon printed.

“The Baihaqi Books Publish-
ers with close cooperation of Af-
ghanistan Publishers Union has
recently held the ‘Holy Quran,
books and handicrafts’ exhibition
on the occasion of marking the
holy month of Ramadan in Kabul.
At the exhibition, the interpreta-
tion of the Holy Quran (Tafseer-
e-Kabuli), published in 6,000 vol-
umes has been unveiled.

The ‘Tafseer-e-Kabuli, con-

Work on translation of Holy
Quran into Pashto language

completed
sidered as the famous interpreta-
tions and tafseers, has been ap-
proved by the country’s ulamas
and scholars; therefore, its right
of copies should be respected, but
unfortunately copies of the ‘Taf-
seer-e-Kabuli’ have been pub-
lished in a low quality in a num-
ber of regional countries including
Pakistan, Iran and Saudi Arabia
and sent to Afghanistan.

According to Directore of the
Baihaqi Books Publishers Maw-
lavi Muftizada, from today on, the
Baihaqi will publish the Holy Qu-
ran in high quality papers with
the use of 9 types of fonts with
different small, mid and big sizes.

Besides, it is determined that
translation and interpretation of
the Holy Quran in Pashayee,
Uzbeki, Turkmeni and other lan-
guages of the country will be also

published.
Mawlavi Muftizada added

that the Baihaqi Books Publish-
ers did publish 20,000 – 30,000
copies of books each year, saying
that the country’s writers and
poets could send their books for
publishing if they were written
based on the principles.
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KABUL: Afghanistan Minis-
try of Commerce and Industries
says exports of coal have been

Coal exports unprecedentedly
increased, minister

increased unprecedentedly to out-
side in particular the Pakistan
comparing to previous years.

Nooruddin Azizi, acting min-
ister of commerce and industries,
in his recent visit to Balkh has in-

formed of increasing exports of
coal to foreign countries particu-
larly Pakistan. According to the

ministry of commerce and indus-
tries, more than 1,000 heavy
trucks of coal are exported on dai-

ly basis, showing unprecedented
increase in exports of the coal.

The ministry further said that

increasing of the coal experts to
outside has also boosted the do-
mestic income and provided work

opportunities to the people in the
country.
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KABUL: The cabinet meet-
ing of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan IEA was held with
Prime Minister Mullah Moham-
mad Hassan Akhund on the chair,
a statement from Arg said

Human trafficking to be
prevented, cabinet

Wednesday.
At the outset, reports on var-

ious issues were shared with the
meeting members and necessary
instructions were issued to ad-
dress the problems of the Afghans

facing harsh condition in Iran, the
statement said. The ministries of
Labor and Social Affairs and Inte-
rior as well as the Afghan Red
Crescent Society (ARCS) were
tasked to investigate the main rea-

son behind increasing poverty and
street beggars in the Kabul city
and take necessary steps to ad-
dress the problem, according to
the statement. In the meeting hu-
man trafficking and the Afghans
conditions along the country’s
border with the neighboring Iran
have also been discussed and the
Attorney General Office was di-
rected to travel to Iran for assess-
ing the issues of Afghan prisoners
in that country.

The team led by the attorney
general was also tasked to pro-
vide the return of the Afghan pris-
oners to the country, according to
the statement. The Kabul Times

Tension  between Afghanistan, neighbors
should be addressed via diplomatic channels


